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4.7 TO THR 


HERE are Pretenders uhte 
Godlineſs, whole Religion does 
chiefly conſiſt in being of this 

| or the other” particular Party, 
of men making a Preteffion of Chriftias 
mity, If that is alt their GodlinefS, ſup- 
poling 'th:m to fall in with. thoſe that - 

-have moſt oi Truth in their more pecu- 
liar Perfwaſions, they have only the Forms 
without ' the Power. Tn our Nation,. 
which has the Name. of Protefant and 
Reformed, ſome are of the Epiſcopal, others 
for the Presbyterian, others for the Congre- 

»gational, others for the gl od 

orm. Theſe differ not in the Fundas 
inental ' Articles: of Faith-; and from 

A thience it 35, that —_—_ are amongſt them, 

ws, Ha : 
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# ' _ To the READER. 

all, fome, with whom Godline/ſi in the 
Truth .and Power is to be found : and 
yet ſome under all theſe Denominations, 
who have only the Form. That the 


_-Churches in . New-Exgland which in their - 


| Primitive Conſtitution conliſted of '*he 
| Good Old Puritan Nonconformiſts, were fa- 
, *mous for -Religion in the Purity and 
;| Power ofit, cannot be denied. Never- 
| , thelef, in our firſt and beſt Times, there 


' were Tares and Chaff mixed with the | 


Wheat. That there is now a great De- 
xy amonglt Profeſſors of Religion in 
this Land ( would to God. it were not fo 
_.amongft Profeffors of our way in the 


, other Ergland alſo) muſt likewiſe be. | 

' -confeiled. There is in that. Pra&ical and | 
ll - Fudicial Diſcourſe emitted herewith, a | 
| faithſul Teſtimony againſt thoſe 4poſta- | 
. fs, which do witneſs to our Faces that ' 
{ tits. Generation. comes ſhort of . what 
| ,their Predeceſſors ſometimes were. The | 


Reverend Author obſerveth; That, As #0 
many of the Riſing Generation, there is a 


fondneſs after New Thmgs, and that they are | 


becomeDifputants for thoſe Things,which their 


'  - Patbers left a Pleaſant Land for the Awoid-. 
ence of, And that many fiand off from | 
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To the READER. F 


ku 
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J Communion, becauſe they would not be under”. 
Diſcipline : That there are ſome Intemperate 

*- Church Members, who (pend their precious 

| Time in frequenting Publick Houſes, and- 


| Keeping looſe Company: That Profeſſors are 
X _ A comply with" the vain Cuſtoms of 
p the Times, Theſe and many the like. 
Paſſages the Reader will find- in:the fol- 


' | lowing Sermons, It is therefore ſadly 
E ES, ua | 
« | evident, that Religion in the Power of - 
> | it is decaying and dying. Alas! There 
1 | are now crept into ſome of our Churches 
© | £5 ſuch Things, as the” Diſciple in; the | 
e | firſt Reformed Churches in France has” 


condemned as Cenfurable . Evik : ant 
'7 | which the National Syed held at” Dore in 
1 Holland, declares to be Levity unbecoming ' 


;. | Chriftians, an Offence to the Goally, and tha# 
\t | hoſe who perſiff therein, after Admonitions, 
ſhall be excluded from Communion, — © © 

at . ! hep wr 
's | Hf theſe things be fo, is not that which - 
;o || was-once a Noble Vine and wholly a Right 
0 . | | "a 
, | Seed, degenerating apace? 'There* are 
,, || fome Churches-in the World, that never 
i | had that Purity of Diſcipline amongſt 
7 them, whieh- the Churches in 'New=Ernp- 
a 


land have been advantaged with, who 
$ notwithſtanding, of late years, are bleſſed 
Pe A 3 with » | 


j| - their more prepared Coming to the- || 


iP this, I was furpriſed with aſtoniſhing joy, | 


\ 


G. To the READER. ; 
with a Young Generation abounding in | 
thoſe Duties, of Faith. and Obedience; | 
in which Godlineſs in the Power of it, 
does very, much confilt. I remember, 
that ten years ago, that Excellent Perſon, | 
Dr. Walker, then Miniſter at 4/derman- | 
bury in Londen, aſſured me that in that 
Pariſh, there were a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Young perſons, who .often met 
together to Pray and Conferr about the. | 
things wherein tneir Souls were concern» | 
ed, and that every month, in order to. | 


Lord's Supper, they fpent a Day in Pray- 
er together. «When the, Doftor told me: | 


at the -Hearing of it, But it is much. | 
more ſurpriſing, that there is Printed the. | 
laſt year at: London, An Account of the Ri(e- | 
and. Progreſs of the Religious Societies in. that | 
City, and-of the Endeavours of the Reforma- 
tion of Manners, Publiſhed by Mr. Fofiab: | 
Woodward, a. worthy Conformiſt Mini- } 
ſter, who, ſays, that it is the practice of 
thoſe Societies to partake. of the Holy 
Supper of; the Lord frequently, thereby 
to devote themſelves afteſh.to their Good: 
Maſter, and as.a. means. of. receiving = 
| - LIKHAL 
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To the BEADER _ # 


| ritual Strength from Him; and that ma- * 
ny of them have, by the Grace'of God,. 


attained to-that Excellent Primitive Tem-. 


| per of frequent Communicating withoat: 
| growing formal, Moreover, he has theſe : 
\ | words, which I could not but ſet a ſpeci» - 
* | al Remark upon, 7 is (faith my Au-. 


thor in p 6x. Y- required of | ſuch: - as joyn- 
themſelves to them, that they grue the Sotie- 


1 t a ſolemn account of their ſenſe of ſpiritugl- 
| things with the real' Mitives, which lead: 
i them to this Cons - and what they ſe- 
|. ricuſly purpoſe as to their future Life; Tis" 


is many times done in Writing ;. and I have © 


I peruſed ſome of their Papers, and have found” 
| chem penned in ſuch an honeſt affeionate and. 
| undiſguiſed ſtyle, with ſuch pious and ſenſible. + 
- | Expreſſions, and in [0 ma 

| ramer, that they would mightily affeft any-- 
| pious perſon to read then, and move bim to 


break forth into pathatick praiſes to God "who. 


> | has given ſuch Grace to young men, fo De- 
Y generate an Age. 


Thus Mr. FHoodward 2: 
Divine of the Church of England. fs: 
further relates, that there are many Him” 
dreds of Young men freely and ſolemwly 
engaging themſelves to Live feriftly, and is 
becomes our Holy Religion, © Some of the” - | 

| thy 
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$ To the READER, 
Articles or Orders, which they conſent 


' unto, and promiſe to walk accordingly, 


are theſe. following ( vid. p. x21. and 
130.) That the Members of this Society 
ſhall meet together, one Evening in the week, 
at a convenient place, in order to. encourage 
each. other in PraQtical Holineſs, by diſcours 


fig on Spiritual SubjeFs, and Reading Gods 
Holy Word, and to Pray. to Almighty God, 


and to Praiſe His Name together, That 


|— z0he. ſhall be admitted imo this Society, | 
without | pn gy thereof to the Stewards, 


why. ſhall-acquaint the whole Society there: 
with; and after due. enquiring into their reli- 
£40us purpoſes and manner of- Life, the Stew- 


.ards may Admit, them to. Subſcribe their 


Names, if the major part of the Society al- 


bow #, and nt otherwiſe, and with the like - 


Jojnt conſent they may Exclude any Mem: 
bers, proved guilty of any misbghaviour after 
due Admonition, unleſs be giveth ſufficient 
Teſtimony of his. Repentance and Amendment 


before the. whole Society. It 15 recommended. 
#0 every. perſon. concerned in-. this Society, to 
| conſider the. mapy.. Inconveniences ( and many 
times Sins), which attend Ale-houſes and 


Games, «nd wholly decline them, and to ſhun 
#ll waneceſſary Reſors ta. ſuch Houſes. and 


Roa «= © mn 8 ®@ WW wa. an wo ww we © an GE wo an IS. a i#..u 


Taverns, 
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i Taverns, arid wholly to avoid leud Play- 


1 an Exemplary Striflneſs. To Pray many: 


the profoundeſt meekneſs and humility. To © 


ſhun all foreſeen occaſions: of evil.” To think” 


To the READER. 


Houſes. The ReſpeFive Members of this 
Society, ſhall heartily endeavour through Gods * 
Grace, to be juſt iwall their dealings, even to 


times every' day, remembring our continnal 
Dependance upon God, both-for Temporal and” 
Spiritual Things, To partake of the Lords 
Supper, at leaſt-once a month, if nit prevent- 
ed by a reaſonable Impediment. To prattiſe- 


Watch againſt Cenſuring others, To accuſtom*- 
themfelves to hely thoughts in ail places," To 


often of the different Eſtates of the Glrified,” 
and the Damned in the Unchangeable' Eterni- 
ty, to which we are baſtening. To examine” 
themſelves every night, what good or evil,” 
they have done in the day paſt. To keep a- 
privare_Faſt ' once a month, (eſpecially neax - 
their approach"to the Lords Table) if at 
their own Diſpoſal. To ſhun Spiritnal Pridey: 
and the effeits of it, as Railing, Anger, 
Peeviflneſs, and Impitience of Contradittton. 
To pray for-the whole! Society,” in their pri-* 
vate: Prayers.” To read pious: Books often,” 
for their Edification,: but eſpecially. the - Holy 
Bible... Thele mentioned-are ſome of-the-. 
— pa tictulacs . 
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To To the READER 


particulars agreed unto by the Religious: 


Societies now. in Loder, with. ſeveral 0- 
ther Articles,. in: which: the © Spirit of: 


| Godlineſs does appear, -but for brevities. 


| 


Jake I omit them. I have here recited 


not only the things, but , the very words. 
expreſled by the aforeſaid Mr. Woodward. 


Whoſe Pierty, notwithſtauding: his Corfor- 
»atty, has rendred him Lovely and Ho- 
nourable: in. my Eſteem; and I give 
him great Thanks: for his Narrative, 
wherein the things, above mentioned are 
contained.. 'The laſt Article theſe Socie: 
ties conſent unto, is, That every Member 


W . of this Society ſhall.( after mature deliberati- 


£22 and' due. Trial.) ſubſcribe his Name to 


| theſe. Orders; to expreſs his. Approbation of | 
them, and his Reſolution. and Endegour io. | 
' Live up to them; in. order to which be ſhalt. | 
4 conſt antly. keep a Copy of them by him. 


Now, wherein does that Account of the. 
work of Grace, uſually obſerved in the. 
Churches. of New: England, at. the Admil: 
fion. of Members inca.. their  Communts 


-©N,. Or our; Church-Covergnt; yea; our'R e- 


newed. Covenants, exceed: what ls. begin: 
ning! to.be. practiſed: among: the: Godly. 
Contormiſts in; the: Conmunion: of the: 
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| To the READER« Ir 
Church of England ? Theſe things are ſo. 
J affetting and: encouraging, as that Legg 
f- | not but take this Opportunity $0 bo Hh - 
s., | them. And although it is a Jad and, 
1 | mournful thought, that Godlineſs 3s the c 
s. | Power of it, is languiſhing in Nv Eng- 
|| /and, it is a joyful Meditation, that it - 
- | ems to be reviving in England, whic F 
- | brings -to mind the Poerical, (hall _L: 
8 ſay ) or Prophetical Rapture of pious Mr... 


, | Herbert, many years ſince, who conjectu«. 
> | rcd, that. notwithitanding, Religion: was - 
« | then going into America, it would like- 
* | the Sun return frcm the. Weſt to the: 


Eaſt again. Ex 
Concerning. the Reverend Author: of 


} 

” | theſe Sermon, it is needleſs to ſay any” 
> | thirg, Many of thoſe Diſcourſes, which : 
[ he has. formerly written, difcover him to-« - 
be one of rare. Accompliſhments in re- 

- | ſpect of the Gifts and Graces of the. Spi- 

. BJ rit of Chiift richly adorning. him,” The: - 
 K >tbjec here treated. on, is of the greateſt © 

, & Importance. It is the Preſent Truth, nor 

, | can any ching be more feaſenable and. 


proper to. be inſilted on;. conficering'that - 
not only. the: Peer. of. Godiineſs, but: 
tomcihing of-the Form.toopl!s in:danger: 

.- 7. — nn 


—_ 


| F2 To the READER: | 

| .to be-loſt among -us. The manner: of” 

delivering the Truth, is with ſuch clear- 

neſs and plainnefs, as - that ordinary. Ca- 
acities may underſtand, and be. edified 
y what .is here preſented-to. them, 


The good” Lord' grant, that it may. 
Prove . effetual* for the, Awakening of 
theſe Churches, To Remember whence they 
are fallen, and to Repent, and do their firſt 
works, leſt the Lord TFeſus come quickly, 
- d Remove the Candleſtick out of bis. 

Aces 
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Peril of the. Times: 


|Diſplayed. 


oh. MEE. ot, Mt. hs. 


J Twas _ 
Having 4 Form of Godlineſs,.. but de- 
nying the Power. thereof. 


E need- not to look far 
' back for the ' Analyſis ob . 
' our Text. Paul, in the. 
FF _ F- beginning of this Chap» 
Ef ter, gives warning to- Timorhy.of. a, great 
Hoftaſy. that ſhould come in- the: latter _ 
days, it which -:there ſhould be. a. geterat: } 
&loQion: of. Profellore,. By, the: Laſ- - 
F y:  "-) 030. 


| 


| 
| 


74 The Perilof the 
Days, is in the: Goſpel intended, or in- 
them 45 comprized, the whole time  be- 


tween Chrifffs Aſcenſion; and the Great-. 


Day of J«Jomern. Howeyer, - there are 
ſome earlier, and fome later periods point- 
ed to in.this e&rs. This Predifion may 
comprize generally the whole time ;. 
and: this fignifying, "That the rimes of clear 
Goſpel light, "ſtall nor be free from men of 
perverſe minas, notwithſtanding their making 
a profeſſion of Chriſt, Theie may alſo bz 
aimed it theſe words, the - giving -us a 
Deſcription .of the ApoFaſy of Antichriſt, 
of which. there are warnings not a few 
offereds in. the New:Teftament ; and in- 
deed the Spliit of Antichriſtianiſm is here 
abundantly deciphered. But it- 4s. app!t- 
cable to. all times of def2tion- aniong 
Profeſfors 'of- Chriſtianity ; and may have 
reſpect tothe laſt and worlt times, pre- 
ceding the great: Reformation which 1s. 
expected, of which our Saztour, Luk. 18: 
8, When the Son of Man cometh, ſha'l he 
md Faith on the. Earth? The word - Pers- 
lows fignityeth; bard, difficult, muleſtful ;- 
and ſuch. times. 60-expoſe men to danger, / 
and are- therefore Peri/ous, It intends, . 


that it: wilt Þs hard, for a. man. to. bye. ' 
SO EO TE es _ 
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mes Dilſplaped, Te 
like a.true Chriſtian, becauſe he will ij 
poſe himſelf thereby. Now. the: Apoſtle 
doth not only give warning in general 
of ſuch. times, but he proceeds to cha- 
racerize them, by the genius and carriage 
of: men in them : for, they are the evil. 
bearts and: carriages of men. that: make the 
times. evil, There are a great many 
notes which the Apoſt/z here layeth down, 
which I ſtall not particularly enquire in- 
to: but the words- of our Text contain: 
in them one of: theſe, and the laſt men». 
tioned, but not the leaſt : to all of which 
he -ſubjoyns in the latter end of this 

verſe a diredtion. to Chriſtians how to 
carry it to ſuch men, vis. to withdraw- 


Times Di 


from their Comminicn, All the former - 


that are mentioned, were open and fla- 
vicious Crimes that men fall into. but 
this directs us ta a more covered wicked- 
nefs, hiding it ſelf under a pretence of 
Piety : of which ſort of men. there is 

the greateſt peril of all. 
In.the . words then we have. the Ce. 
{c1iption- .of a Charch- Hyporrige, or of 
ans that: ,pretends_ to, be*Religioug,: hut 1s. 
indeed: impious; If, we: take. all” thele: 
Rarticuar. Rotss. to go into. the. making: 
| _ U2, 


x6: The. Peril of the _ 
up of the character of one ApoFate, we 
have a mon#ter-indezd 3 but we may look 
upon them as diſtributive, and to be 
found, ſome in one, ſome in another, 


| and all together making up of a gene- 


ral ApoFaſy, In the words then we 
may obſerve; theſe perſons deſcribed in 
two parts, and theſe do contradia each 


the other : for -it is of the. nature of: 
| . Hypocriſy, to pretend to one thing, 


and intend another ; to have the face 
one- way, and the heart quite contrary: 
.T. We have their pretention and 
outward carriage 3 Having a form of 


- Godlineſs : What is. intended by this, 


will be afterward conſidered, Only ob- 
ferve, that Critick, tell..us, that the word 


\ 


Firm, here uſed, doth not fignifie the 


eſſen-jal, but accidental form of a thing; 
and hence. ſome tranflate it, a. Species, 
or Shew.. 

2. We have the reality of what they 
8re, and may. be. diſcoyered to be, but: 
denying the. power of it. The word, de-, 
»y, properly i: figaityeth . that which is 
verbal; but- ic is .-ſometimes- uſed for 
practiſing. againſt: a- thing ;- and-fo it is 


- her&ta. be:.underſtood 5. and we:are to- 
; obſcive;: 


\ 


Times Diſplaped, 7. 
. Robſerve, that the form and the * power 
are here. oppoſed : they have the one, 
and are without the other. The words 
may alſo be conſidered as meerly nega» 
tive, wiz. a form without the power $ 
ve and both of theſe reſpe&ts will after be. 
in {conſidered. Hence, | 


of: | * DOCTRINE. 


oa The Times are wery dangerous, when Pro- 
y: | feſors generally take up with a Form 
id | of Godlineſs, and deny the Power of it. 


There are two Propoſitions contained. 
2. fin. the Doctrine, vis. 


x. That ſometimes the Profeſſors. of 
.. | Religion do generally take up. with... a. 
” {| Form of Geodlinels, and deny the Pow- 


er of It, | 
A _ 2. That theſe times are very dange- 
2 : 2: 2 
is 


Theſe may be. diſlindtly laid open. .: 
PRQPO: 


13 The Peril of the 
-_ PROPOSITION I 


That ſometimes the Profeſſors of 
Religion do generally take- up with a 
Form of Godlineſs, and deny the Pow- 
er of it. Our Apofle not only pre: 
fumes. that there may be ſuch times, 
but giveth ' warning about it, and faith, 
, that ſuch times ſhall come, under the: 


|| Goſpel Diſpenſation. 


© "There are. two things that may be 

here enquired; vis. 

'F, When men may be charged with 
-, thus doing >. ; 
 . 2, Whence it is that a people in gene» 
ral do come to do ſo? 

7. When men. may be-charged with 
thus doing 2 | 


A. That we may rightly take this- i « 
up, we muſt ask, a | 
x. What it is to have a. Form of 
Godlineſs 2 ; 
2, What it is-to deny the power of 
it * 
I, What it is to. have a Form of 
Godlineſs 2: 2 
A. The. 


_ 
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Times Diplayed, x9 
i; The word Gedlive/s, here:uiſed, ſig- 
nifieth Right: Worſhip, :andis ih-the: firidk 
ſenſe, ' reftrained ito the - Duttes of the 
irf Table, which: refer to the Worſhip 
of God, both Na##ra/, and Inftituted; 
both the. mavner, and ſpecial times of it. 
But it is frequently ufed Symechbdochrically, 
for all Religion, and comprizeth. under. it 
all the -Duties required -in he Goſpel; 
. Bboth towards God, :atd towards man, con- © *® 
ſidered as. done. in Obedience to the; 
Command or revealed Will of God: 
and. we may here: take ic in. the moſt: 
th [comprehenſive ſenſe, And; we-before 
obſerved, that .the word | Form intends 
e- not that which is Eſſential, but Accidental z 
and indeed,- where there is-the Eſſential. 
ch [| Form, it includes the power in it : :for, 
the eſſential form-of ir, is the Sandtifica» 
tion of the . Spirit, whereby the Law: of 
is. | God 35 written m- owr hearts, and: this wall 
appear in . our lives, for the operations bf 
zf. || things are. according to- theic eſſential. 

- | forms. But there- are two: other ſenſes 
xf || of the word, as it is uſed: in) jthe <Greek 
Language, which may both come under 
our preſent. conſideration, 'as'being ſepa- 
rable from the. Power. [123.3 

* The: 


20 The 'Peril_ of the 
I; The word is ſometimes uſed © for 
the. Rule which a man profeſleth himſelf 
to be under the obligation- of, and pre- 
tends to follow in ' his a&trons. Hence 


we read of a form: of knowledge, Rom. 2. 


20, and that is as much as a-ſound Creed, 
We read of the Dodtrines according ' to 
Godlineſs. Now there a' form, or a 
ſcheam of ſound words, 2 Tim. 1. 13. and 


when men do underſtand+ the: Syfems of 


the Chriftian Religion, and openly pro- 
feſs that they do, believe thoſe Articles, 
and reſolve to ſtand up-in the defence of 


them, theſe may be faid to bave a form of 


Godlineſs, 4. e. they have it. in their heads, 
and-in chair mouths, and poſlibly they 
make no little noiſe in ſtanding. up in 
defence of them, againſt ſuck as do pro- 
. fefſ:dly ſet themſelves to withſtand and 


undermine them. Now this form of. 


Godlineſs is not in it ſelf contrary to the 
power, but a thing neceſfary for all thoſe 


_. Who deſire rightly to exert it in their 
Converſation. Godlineſs is-a Reaſonable - 


Service which we owe to God, as: we 
are Creatures endowed with the faculties 
of underſtanding and will, Ro. 12. 7. 
How can we lead godly lives, unleſs we 

G | are. 


c 
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are acquainted with the Rule pointing of 
us thereunto : and the Goſpel teacheth'us 


that Rule, for this is that Grace of God, of 


which we are told, that 'it ' feacheth us to 
deny  ungodlineſs 8c. Tit. 2..1t, 12. How- 
ever, this may be where the other is not # 
men may know, and yet not do; they 
may make an Orthodox profeflion, and 
yet lead an irregular Converſation. we 
are told of ſuch, 7it.1.ult. They profeſs 
_ they know God, but in works they deny 

2, Sometimes the word is uſed for an 
outward ſhew. or pretence 5 for a mask, or a 
vizard, or -an outward appearance. When 
a man pretends'to be what he is not, and 
endeavours by his carriages before others, 
to make a ſpecious ſhew as if he wee 
ſ{uch an one, he is ſaid to take ſuch a_ 
form upon him. Thus when a man 
would faith perſwade others that he is a 
Godly man, and uſeth ſuch words and 
ations as may ſerve to impoſe upon their 


4 credit, and in the mean while he hath- 


not the root of piety in him, but is m 
the gall of bitterneſs; he may then. be ſaid 
to haye a form of Godlineſs ; and fuch 
alt One: was. Febu, 2:Kings 18.26," . - * 
[4 ” _ *» a 


22 The- Perit-of-the 

_ . 2. What it is to deny- the: Power: of 
Godlineſs ? | : Pts 
4. To maks this clear, let us obſerve; 
- I, That the power of Godlineſs com- 
prehends: two things :im; it. ' The: word 
power, uſed in our Text, ſignifieth the 


wvertue, efficacy, and force of a thing: and 


alſo the faculty or principle from which 
it -proceeds. Hence, in the '. power - of 
Godlinels there is contained. [07 972 

x.. The inward -ptinciple 'of Sandify- 
, Ing Grace ; which is the root of God- 


'- linefs in a Chriſtian. The power of a 


thing conſiſts in; the internal wertue that 
it hath in it: Now. Grace is the very 
life of Godlineſs; :nor-is any a Godly 
-man, who hath-not this Grace in him. 
God always regards the heart; and he 
Knows it, and he: will acknowledge no 
man to be Godly, but .him whoſe heart 
4s right. That therefore was ic which 
ſpoiled. all their fair- pretences, Pfal. 58: 
3.7+ their heart was not right with him, Ati 
 Unregenerate man. cannot be a Godly 
man, - becauſe he hath<no principle of 
Godlinefs: in. him. . He thats is- Godly, 
| loves (God; fears Gody delights- in his 
Law, hates 4in,:motums'for_it;'and- _ 
KN leſly 


-— 
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lefly ſeeks a deliverance from it, This 


is the very diſpoſition of that Grace 


which he receives from God, Tz. 2. 11, 
Iz, : - 

2.. The Efficacy of this principle is in 
the exerciſe of a- Godly life. This is 


| aetonymically called Power, becauſe it is - - 


an effe& flowing from it, and fo is a dil- 
covery of it : for by the actions the ha: 
bits are to be diſcerned, and judged of. 
Hence, according to the life of a Profeſ: 
for, accordingly is this power evidenced. 
And hence we read of weak Grace, and 


ſtrong Grace. When a Chriſtian liveth - 


ſo in the work of his Generation ; as -to 
Glorify God, in a zealous reſolute: purſu- 
ance of Holineſs, and withſtanding of 


Sin, in oppoſition to all that wonkl with- 


ſtand or hinder him, or diſcourage his 


purſuit of -it, he ſhews this Power; and 


this power is oppoſed to weakneſs or 
infirmity. Peter had faith, but he did 
not diſcover power in it, when he began 


to ſink, Mat. 14. 32. O thou of little faith, 
why didf# thow doubt ? Abraham had not 


only faith, but a powerful faith, when he 


believed in hope again hope, 8c, Rom. 4. 


I9,.20, 21. and both thels reſpects may 
| " . > 0000 
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come under the conſideration of the | 


matter before 'us. | 

.* 2. A thing may be faid to be denied 
in two reſpeds. NS 

- 1. Verbally and profefſedly: and chat 
is the fi: ſt ſignification of the word ; but 
it cannot be univerſally ſo underſtoed 
© here: for, for a man to profeſs the true 
Religion, and at the ſame time profeſſed. 
ly to deny it, is a contradiftion, Though 
it muſt be granted, that a man may pro- 
feſs a thing in the groſs, and yet deny 
it in-ſome of the main parts of it, as will 
appear in the ſequel. _ But this is not 
alt, nor yet the thing which is princiz 
_ pally heie deſigned. | 


2. Practically ; and fo the word is 
very often uſed” Metaphorically, when 
men |live contrary to their Piofeflion, 
they a'e faid to deny it: and. there 
cannot be a more effetual denial than 
this is; and hence -theſe two are ſet 
in dire& oppoſition, in. the forecited, 
Ti. 1. wit. Now the thing here ſaid. to 
be denied is 'the Power of Godlineſs ; 
and there are two things in' which this 
conſiſts,” anfivering to che'two ory 
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I med reſpeas, in which we were told, 
the power of Godlineſs conſiſts. 


1. When men pretend to be Godly, & 
at | yet by their lives, diſcover themſelves 
at | not to be ſo; and this is a thing too fre- 
\d | quent. There are indeed thoſe Hypoerites 
1e | who deceive the People of- God, and 
4. | a& Godlineſs ſo ſpeciouſly, that they are 
not diſcovered » but there are others, - 


A who for all their ſtickling and noiſe, do 
iy | yet expreſs fuch vanity,and want of any 


in | favour of Piety in theip lives, that :give, 
at leaſt to diſcerning Chriſtians, it- 
j; | not to others, juſt : reaſon to ſuſpe& that 
the root of the matter is not in them : ſuch 
an one was Simon Magus, unto whom 
3c | Peter plumply faith, Acts 8. 23. I perceive 
> || tbat thou art in the gall of dvitterneſs, and. 
n, | 9-14 of miquiry. He that no hath grace, . 
re | cannot be ſaid to have the power of it in 
an | Þim-: fuch then as lead Unregenerate 
ſet | Lives, fay that they are ſuch, Pſal. 36, I. 
d, | 7%e tranſgreſſion of the wicked ſaith in mine 
to | Peart, there is no fear of God before his eyes; 
G +þ 2nd yet fuch as theſe flatier themſelves; 
verſe 2. Es | 7 
*: 2+ Whin men make a great ſtir about 

R o Godlineſs, 


Iu 
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-Godlinefs, and yet there is very little of |! 
'the lite of it appeareth in their Conver- 
:Jation, Theſe _do not proceed fo far as | 
"the other 'in diſcovering themſelves ; } 
they «do ſomething in proſecution of * 
their profeition, and Godly men have ! 
Charitable hopes concerning them. ; but 
yet they-are rather Negative than Poſitive, | 
- * becauſe they a fo faintly and irrefoulte- 
ly-in all they do.. If there be the root 
of the matter in them, yet the aQivity * 
of it is very littte: a ſmall temptation 
.Allureth them, a lictle oppoſition diſhear--| 
.teneth them ; they give too much ſcope 
- to themſelves in things which they plead ' 
.a-liberty for ; and every trial is ready to | 
lay them open, and diſcover their irreſo- 
tution ; whereas, it Piety were powerful 
In them, it would not be 10. -. Now it i; 
the former ot theſe which our Text 
-more immediately and direaly aimeth | 
| at, however we need not to exclud?. the ' 
Hatter; and here we -may take a more 
diſtin& accounr of thoſe things wherein, 
this ill tate or frame of Profeffors doth 
appear, for our help to judge of our | 
ſelves, and of the times we live in. - ' þ 
There are then thels things which = 
TER, of 


= = 
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the (pon of mens denying the power. . 
of Godlineſs, though they make never. 
{ fo fair a profeſiion of it. En 
'. J 1. When, though men make never 16 
of I fair a profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religt- 
on in general, yet they deny or reject 


N 4 ſome of the main Articles of it. A found 
\. | belief. of the Evangelical Truths, neceflas 
a. N rily belongeth to Godlinefs : and though 
o; } there is no Theological Truth, but Is of 
y | great weight, and the denial of it is ſa 
\n | jar a coming ſhort; yet there are ſome 
r--4 that are ſo, Eflential to Piety, that the _ 
ve | denial of them undermines -the very, 


1d y foundation of Chiiſtianity, and puts merg_- 
na 4 off from the very foundation on which 
go. | it is built 5 and yet there are thoſe wha 
1 | glory -in- the name of Chriſtians, and 
+ | wouid be reckoned among the belt,. 
xe | who hold juch unhappy teng::ts as prove 
th | them to be none, The Apoſtle fpeaks 
he '| oi azother Goſpel, which yec he tells us is 
ref #7 an:ther, bur only a perwerting of the 
in Y Goſpel of Chriſt, Gal. 1. 6, 7. and he rg-; 
th irs it to thofs that would bring in the 

F Law over the head of Chriſt, Te is 
c?itainh that Chriſ# is the only foundation 
of the Chuilian Religion, 1 Cor, 3. IT. 
| na. 7 and 
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| -and all true Godlinefs derives from him. 
Faith belongs to Godlineſs, both as the 
ground of our hope for Salvation by 
Chrift, and as the root of our acceptable 
Obedience to him ; we are_therefore 
1 told, Heb. x1. 6. Without faith it is im- 
paſibre to pleaſe God. The Righttoufneſs of 
## muft be our uſifation; they 


therefore who deny the Ilmpntation of 
that to our Juſtification, deny the power * 
of Godlineſs ; and Chriſt 'is not only 
our Righteouſneſs, but our Sandification 
too, God hath made him fo, x Cor. 1. } 
30. they therefore who hold a power. in | 


tallen man by himſelf to perform erre 
Obedience to God, and. that he needs 
nat a new power and principle to be 
-infaſed into him "for ir, deny Godlineſs ; | 
and. Chriſt requires Obedience of his peo- | 
Ple, in conormity to his will, Joh. 14. 
IF. tf ye love me, keep imy Commandments ; || * 
they therefore who pretend to a dit 
Charge from the Mera! Law as a Rule, f © 
deny the power of Godlineſs: atnd ma- | 
ny other like things might bez inſtan- j 
ced in. _ | 6d | 
2. When all their Religion reſdlyes it | 
lelt into meer torms, and they look no | 
x ; .turther. 
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farther. There is indeed a duty lying 
> Þ} on men, to perform Service to. Gdd with 
y | 1h: outward man, for the whole man, 
> | thz Body as-well as the Soul, is engaged 
e | for hjs glory, x Cor. 6. 20 They thete- 
;. | fore who under a- pretext of Spiritual 
,f | Service, reject all External Religion, are 
y | far from the power of Godlinels, Haw- 
if I} ever, when men have taken upon them- 
>r 4 ſelves a, formality, and ſeem to be very 
y |} Religious in their attendance upon It, 
mn | and are careſul not to negle& it at any - 
r | time, and ſhew much of zeal during the 
1 | ſeaſon of performing it ; but as ſoon as * 
\o Y ever it is over, their Religion ends,. and 
1; | they mind it no more till the revolati- 
\» | on of thoſe formalities cometh again = 
5: | theſe ſhew themſelves to be void of true 
o- Þ} Godlineſs. They do indeed loſe the - 
4. |} proper end of theſe formalities, becauſe 
5; | the deſign of all the Infitutions of Chriſt 
if Þ} in his: Goſpel, is to promote a Relipgi- 
le, | 9% Life, and. ought for that reaſon,. to 
13- I influence the mans whole Converſation. 
n- | When mzn are zealous and earneſt at 
# Prayer, and no ſooner gotten off : from _ 
s theic knees, but they return to their va+ _ 
nity and folly, they proye_ there was not 
Bo nay 


% 


þ 
EET; 
's 


70 The Peril of the 
Ay of the power of Godiinefs in thoſe 


prayers : and fo of the reſt of Duties - 


of Worſhip, and that may be charged 


on them, Ha. 29. 13. with their lips do 1 


they honour me, but have removed their 
hearts far from me, 


4 When all their z2al ſpends it lf | 


in matters of #r(bip, and they are care- 


Il Teſs in duties of Rip htecuſneſs. The whole 
reveated will of God is the Rule of ' 


Dan 
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may bolſter themizlves on this, and in- 
the mean while negle&- the - buſineſs of - 
their Calling, - ly, ſteal, oppreſs, uſe” dg- . 
ceit in their Dealings, carry ic very. looſes- 
ly in all matters of Sobriety and: Righte- 
oulneſs ; theſe- are not Godly,. but. iy 
thus doing they deny ie, and ſay that.. 
their Worſhip is Hypocriſy; that is a 
ſtanding truth, Joh. 4.20. if @ mas. 
ſay, be Ioveth God, and bateth bis brother, be © 
is a lyar.. = | 


4. When they uſe the pretenſions ofs # 
Godlineſs for a Cloak-to cover their ini« 
quity ; though they talk of Godlinels, 
yet they have perverſe deſigns to hide 
under it. This was a thing which our 
Saviour charged heavily -on the Scribes- 
and Phariſees, Mat. 23, 14. they dewour- 
Widows houſes, and for a pretence, make long 
Prayers. When Fexcbel had a defign-to. 
perpetrate an horrible. Murther, ſhe di-. 
recs. to the calling of a Faſ# for an in- 
troducion to it; x Kings 21. 9. and how. 
many are there who can pray and con- 
tels.\ their fins, - and then fin_ upon a; 
new core ;':and. it may. be then: 'to 
their. confeflivns __ prayers again, aps 
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| fo in a round? What pretences had 
| that Harlos for her 
to the Simple Young man? Prov. 7.14. 
T bave peace offerings with -me, this day 
| T bave payed my wows; and herein the | 


infinuations in- 


Ungodlinefs of thoſe Fews is deciphe- 
red by the Prophet, Jer. 7.9, 10. Steal, 
Aurder, 8c. and come and ſtand before 


| _ © mne in this houſe, which is called by -my 


name, and ſay we are delivered to do all 
theſe abominations, What is this but to 
make Godlineſs. a ſhelter for impiety, 


Can there be 2? 


5. When they abuſe their Chriſtian 


liberty to defend and encourage the a: 
buſe of the things of this lite, It is a 


precious truth, that Chrift hath \purcha- 


ed a right for his people to theſe 
things, which no Unregenerate man 
can claim $3 they are all zheirs, for their 


| "uſe, and to Serve God withal: but as 
there is an wſe, ſo there is an abuſe of | 


theſe. things ; and that not only when 
the heart is ſet upon them, and” they 
reckon them to be their happineſs, but 
alſo when they allow-to themſelves an 
= inordinate 


than which what greater. contradiction | 
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inordinate uſe of them, When they: 
tranſcend the bounds of that moderation: 
which Chriſt hath limited-the' uſe 'of 
them unto, and thereby tranigreſs the- 
Rules of Sobrty, When meats, drinks,. | 
apparrel,. recreations are made uſe of to 
excels, and to the juft ſcandal of ſerious 
Chriſtians. When men inſiſt upon Jaw- - 
fulneſs, and never conſider what is expedi« 


ent, Hence there are cantions'given In © | 


the Goſp:1 about theſe things, x Cor. 7. 
29, 3c, 31: Rom. 13.1%. $3 2 
all of which are to put a reſtraint-vp- ! 
on mens taking their liberty too. far © - 
Such licentiouſneſs is a denying of God- *' 
lineſs in the power of it. ye 


6 When they cah accommodate theme - 
{elves to men In all their humours. There 
15 a pretence of love, and charity, ad: 
condeſcerdency, which men make and 
plead Religion lor it; and when it-15 - 
rizhily limited, it 1s good ; but how-ma- 
ny are there who, abuſe that of Pazl,. 
x- Cor. 9. 22: 1. aim made all things 10-all 
men, They are like the Planet Mercury. 
good with - good,” and bad . wich bad : 
When they are among ſerious Chiiſtians, .. 

Þ, J? -  who- 
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words;and{ curiages than: they are? but 


ll when they. get among looſe company, 
W arnd:carnal men, they can preſently turn- 


the | Tables, and are like pictures that 


Have. the:Devil-on one ſide, and a Saint 


on the other. They can pray, and hear, 
and receive the Sacrament with the -peo- 
ple of God, and they. can Drink, and 
Swear, 'and Game, and Health, and 
what not, with lewd men ; and are good 


Companions-for ail ijorts of Company : 


and. is-not this to'deny. the power of 
Godlinels 7 LN TN 


7. When they are eaſily alſured or 
_ Eiſcouraged from the ſirit Serving of 
God: They fet; out bravely in -a Pro- 


Feflion, but a little thing ſtops them, and 


makes them etther to drive heavily, or. to 
{and #ii4.: for, when they.. go quite oft, 
they then Jay afide the form too. If a 


| - temptation of - profit or credic among. 
men: oftereth. it felf, they are ready to. * 


follow: it, and their zeal is damped : or 
when difficulty or di'grace. preſent them- 


 Telves before them, they are-ready to. : 


figch and curn aſide; This is an argu- 


eligious and - demure in their. 


-,  Walyr vd My A, pk ow @ am oi. .T 


' ny; and to this head Yo! thoſe alle besi 


| the Apoſtaſy, is. a ftate of aljenaticti 
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ment, at leaſt, that the” power 15, d&- 
caye( : if not that there never 'was- "I 


long ©, who in times '' of ' Apo aly, et” * 
Roar of their profeflion Fi tofe-: | 
ſome things altogether, which belong-- | 
to the practice of Religion, and- others”: | 
are ready to_ dy, as they  aic "charged; . 
Rev. 3. begin, 1n all thefe refpeRts 'mety - 
may be laid 7 deny the power of Godlt- 


IE: | | 
J : - a 
2. Whence is it that a. people in--. 
general come. to-do 10 2: + N 


A. This will be diſcovered by the=-; 
lollowing conciufions.. : 


1 Man is- naturally a ſtranger: to - | 
the pdwer of Godlinzſs, He is-ſo far 
from the vigarous a&ivity of it-in bim,- 
that: he hach not fo muc't_ as the prims- 
ciple of it, The ſtate_of -nature- -ſinge - 


from Gcd.' Grace, which is the .root 
of true Piety, i5- not "radicated -: in. the - 
nature of fallen *man; but ic-is a ſuper- 
natural gift of the Spirlt* of Got],- be-- 
Rowsd on. us. in. our - Regeneration,” Ull | 
P0712 0 4,5009 oo 


| 55 The Petil of the 
WW which we are full of all the princi- 
I| ples of Impicry ; we have a full deſcrip- 


| tion of a natural man given us, in 
WW Rom. 3. $0,620, and there is nothing 
in all of it, but what is. direaly con- 


| trary to Godlineſs ; and -yet_thus it is 
with every Child of Adam by reaſon 


of that- woful fall of his ; and the Chil- - 


dren of Godly men have it/ in them 
| as well as others: Few 'and Gentile 
ſhare alike in this, Rom. 3. 9. they are 
ll. all under ſm. The difference” between 
| the one and «the other is only in this, 
that the one have the means and ad- 
vantapes to ſeek and obtain 'a delive- 


# rance trom it, which the other have 


not, \ 


2. Men that are born and brought up \ 


under Goſpel light, have ſome common 


reſentments. of the excellency of. the 


Chriftian Religion It is true, the natural 
man hath no ſpiritual diſcerning of the 
... glorious things of God; revealed in the 
!! Goſpel, x Cor. 2.14. However, there is 
Il fo much cf Convidion, in the rational 
diſcoverizs of the truths of the true Reli- 


gion, accompanied with a common 
woik of the Spirit on the age” ; 
wy 
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on their AﬀeF#ions, 1o as to raiſe in them 
an-efteem for theſe truths, as we find in 
the ſtony ground hearers, Mat. 13. 26, 
be heareth the word, and anon with joy re- 
ceiverh-it, Beſides, the force of a. good 
and pious Edueation, together with the 
common Credit and Commendation 
which the -Chriſtian Religion hath ob- 
tained among men that have taken up a 
profefiion of it, makes men to kickle for 
ir, upon carnal principles 3 and- hereupon 
it cometh to paſs, that though: they do 
nor love Ge life of it, yet they are-plea- 
ſed with a forms of it, and drawn to en- 
gage in the taking of it up, and making 
a ſhew of it. ” They covet to be aecoun- 
ted Chriſtians by thoſe that they live a- 
mong, though they do not care to be 
Chriſtians indeed, | 


3. There is a natural enmity in the 
hearts of Unregenerate men, that makes 
them ot to receive the truth in the love of 
#, They can eaſily enough receive it 
inthe form of it, upan ſiniſter ends, and 
becauſe by their ſo doing, they have ad- 
Yantags to nowiſh theic carnal luſts, and 

| | "4 Many 
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many. times: ———__" their fleſhly deſigns; 
Icrew: themfelves - intb,: ce&lit. and ap- 


Gediinefs, when the ſhew of it-; will gain 


them. 
re& contrariety hetween the luſts of the 


| for, Rom. 8.7. the carnal mind is not ſub- 
l ect to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 


I! reign in the man, but - will- mortifie tt : 
| the man that will be Godly, muſt morti- 
4 fre himſelf, renounce his darling ſins, - cut 
he mult be. ſober, yiphteous, godly, and that 
no way compore withal, whites {in bears 
rule in, him. This is the Ofevce of the 
Croſs : and cill he have a new principle 

ll him off from. real piety. 


accompanied with the force of a natural 
enlightened. Conlgienes,, makes men to 


plauſe.z and becauſe : they cont gains. be. 


I | - them any-thing in the world, it contents 
h But all this while there is a di- | 


| | - fleſh which ule in Sinners, and the; rules 
ll! | of ftri& Godlinefs, fo that they cannot | 
yield themſelves to be fubjz& unto them, | 


True - Godlinefs will not ſuffer Juſt to | 
off his right hand, pluck ont his right eye ;- 
Wl 3» this preſent:world;; and this he can in 
put int? bim,-it will remain, .and keep. 
- 4 This: natural enmity, whiles it- is: | 


profeſs. «| 


Wi Diſplaped; 
profeſs in pecrify, - . When the Spirit of 
7 gh Fectble impreflions upen;the. 
ron of men, they dare. not but 
to'do ſomething, which may quiet and. 
eaſe them, becauſe they would otherwiſe 
lead them an intolleradie life, Herod, 
though an ill man, yet could not but 
do many things, becauſe of the force that 
Fobns Mimftry had upon” him, Maik 6. 
20. But ſtillthe malignity of the heart 
__ and that accompanied 'with A- 
theiſm, which is lodged in the heart of 
the natural man, P/al. 14. 1. makes men 
take up with a form, a ſhew, a.pretence, 
and 'they hope to put: God off with it 
as eaſily as to deceive men, and bribe 
their own defiled Confcienczs 3 and 
this 15- that which makes men Hypo- 
crites in Religion: they dare, not but to 
ds ſomething, to prevent inward c<iltur- 
bance, and 'yet do it not in love and. 
liking, but on conltraint, 


5- And God doth often Fudicially 
Izave them to a-talſe heart, It is certain 
that it God leave men to themſelves, 
they wiil Apoſtatize : and it is awiully 


ob{eryable,. that when men. live _—_ 
| 2a 


'40 The - Peril of the 
the Goſpel, and enjoy the clear and con- | 


vincing Diſpenſations of it, and are not 


thereby wrought to a lincere embracing 


of Chriſt and his ways, but content 
themſelves with a form.; God in righte- 
ous judgment, puniſheth them with ſach 


a deſertion. It they only make a pro- | 


teſflion of the truth, and do not love it, 


they are ſometimes\left to believe a he; | 


which the Apoſtle informs us. was lead. 


ing to the Great ApoFaſy, 2 Thel: 2. 9, 


Io, and now every deteiver impoſ. th 
on them - If they make a Profeflion, 


and mean while ſome luſt or other keeps ' 
them off from an utter 'renouncing ot | 
- fin, and entirely giving themlelv: s: up to 


Chriſt, he righteouſly delivers them over 
into the hands of their Jluſts,. and. they 


' follow them to a notorious Cenying of 


the Power of Godlineſs: awful is that 
rematk of the Pſalmiſt concerning 1!/: az, 
in Pſal: 81.11,12: Iſrael would none of. me, 


ſo 1 gave them up ts their own hearts Iuſes. 


6. And the natural tendency 'of all | 
this is to/a growing Apoltaly. Whea |! 


men are once left ot God, and begin to 
geny the power of Godlinels,. who <a 
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tell whither it will grow at length, one 
ching will fall to decay after another. 
Ss. {| They may begin at things wore tollerable, - 
W Þ and Jeſs ſcandalous, but that; -will make 
” | the way to introduce far greater abomina- 
= tions 5 and when men take one ſtep in 
0 | this way, there will be no limits ſhort of 
f that which God reſtrains them from. 
J If they let go their hold, they are in 
1. Þ hazard of falling to the bottom ; and if 
2s | it proceed from denying the power, to - 
h } the caſting off of the form too, it is not. 
2, | to be wondred at; for evil men, if - 
'S | kk of God, will grow worſe and worſe: 
21 VF and ſich a declining is very inſe&tious, 
0 | and will not only hazard to take effectu-. 
> ally with thoſe who have no ſaving, prin- 
Y | ciple of piety in them 35 and whoſe car- 
of F nal reaſonings, which led. them to' an 
at | outſide profeſſion, not only fail them, 
2), | but are now every whit as c-gznt on the 
© Þ other hand, and ftimulate them to run 
5. | with @ multitude to do evil; bot will alſo 
'Þ be too influential on Godly men theme - 
ll | ſelves, to damp their vigour; yea poſli- 
-0 F bly to draw them to carnal compliances, 
0 F whereby they ' will be led to a negle&, 
or periuntory. pertormancs of many 
duties, 


' 22+ © The: Peril of the 


duties, if not to the doing of maty 


things derogatory to their profeſſion, 
' PROPOSITION 10.- 


_ - That theſe times are very dangerons.. 
When this grows to be 2 prevailing di 


ſtemper among a profeſſing p2ople, it is 
ſadly /[pmptomatical. How and wherein 
it cometh to be ſo, will be evident by 
the following Concluſions, . 


'T+ That it is a great priviledge for. 


men to enjoy 'the Goſpel, in which the 


Chriſtian Religion is revealed to them. 
: Fallen man had loſt the way to life an 


happineſs, and was gotten into the- path 
of miſery and deſtruction, nor cquld hz 
ever have fecovered hirgſelf again, or ſo 
much as have known how it might have 
been brought about, if God had - not 
revealed it, All the wiſdom of the 
Worlds wiſe men, hath proved it feti to 


bz very foolthhnefs on this account ; and 


all the contrivances which they have 
layed out with greateſt curioſity, for 
their compaſſing - of happineſs, have in 
the flue, but*entavgled them the- more 


10. 


pM 


in rail} We are therefore told how the 


way. of mans Silvationt carne to be 


known, 2 Tim. r, 1s, bath brozght life 


ind immortality to light by the Giſpel, God 
hath not ſeen meet to . impart the-Goſpet 


unto all; nay, there are but a few in 


Tim?s Difplayed. 4% 


Dd 


compariſon, to whom the clear light of 
it is revealed : and chis is the-priviledge 


which they enjoy by it, that Salvation 


15 come to their doors, and the things of 


their peace are offered to them 3 whereas 
others that have it not, remain in dark- 


neſs, and in the regions of the ſhadow 


of death; according to that awful 
word, 2Cor. 4.3.if our Goſpel be hid, it 


is hid to them that ave lo, This there- 


iore is mentioned as 1/r2e/s prerogative, 


Plal. 147. 19, 20. be gave bis laws to 


Facob, &c: he hath not- dealt ſo with any 
Nation. For thouph there are many o- 
ther Religions in the world, yet there 
's nohe of them will afford fallen man 


atiy help to eſcape eternal miſery, un- 


der which all are held by nature, and 
to obtain eternal feliaty, which every 


one is gralping after » this is the alone 


prerogative of the Chriſtian Religion, 


2, That 


44 - The Peril of the 


2. That it is a great and. ſingular 
kindneſs of God fo to reveal this Religi- 
| © on unto men, There needs no more to 
| . prove this, chen to conſider the former 
|| * head, wiz. the ſingular priviledge which 
is enjoyed By: it, and the unavoidable 
miſery of thoſe that have it not. But 
this will farther appear, if we conſider, 
that God owed it to none. The Salva- 
tion it ſelf that is difcovered by it is ſuch 
AS nong of the race of fallen men deſer- 
ved to be made to partake in: it was 
Gods meer good will which provided it 
for them; and if he had left all Adams 
| Poſterity to _have beeh for ever without ÞÞ ( 
it, he had therein declared his Juſtice, 
and done them no wrong. Beſides, | j; 
that all thoſe to whom he ſends theſe JI ,; 
glad tidings of peace, and offers of Sal- | ,| 
vation, were in themſelves no better ll «: 
than others, who are left without them, | 
nor could make a better claim to them, ih þ 
than they ; he was under no greater ob- || 
ligations to theſe than to thoſe from. il « 
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[| | whom, he hath with-held chem, and ſo ff jj 


laves them to dye without- knowledge 
They were equally Children of wrath 
oo with 


H_— 
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with the other, Eph. x5 they was 
not in themſelves better diſpoſed, or en- 
i} clined to give entertainment to this Sal: 
0 i} yation, than the reſt of mankind. Nor 
t | could God foreſee any better inclination 
in them to accept of this grace, then 
iz F what he purpoſed of himſelf to beſtow 
ut F upon them ;. they were every way as 
T, I bad ; thus the Apoſtle. remarks, Tic. 3. 
a4" 3 4 we our ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, 
ch diſobedient, &c. but after the kindneſs and 


-I- Wl love of our God and Saviour toward man 


. appeared, 8c, 
1 | 
ms 3. That the great buſineſs which tle 


ut F Goſpel paints to, and calls for of man, 
0, if is Godlineſs., What is intended by God- 
&5, I linefs hath before been obſerved. Now 
fc Þ this ſummarily comprehends the aim of 
al- | the Goſpe), raking it in the more large- 
[ct ſenſe of it. - It is certain, that the Chit 
IN, IF ſtian Religion is not meerly Theoretical, 
IM, I but Prafical, Tt is called a Rule, and 
b- i the uſe of a Rule is to guide to the pra- 
mM. i Aaice of that which it is a Rule of. Now 
10 that which the Goſpel giveth us inſtruc- 
tion. and direaion about, is Godlineſs: 
* teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 


buſts, 


- points them. whither to go that they 


n 
- 


SC. 


. life exerting it ſelf, and appeatiog in the 
. proſecution of their Chriſtian Convei 1 


46 The Peril of the 
Inſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this world, Tit, 2.11, x2, It 
calls upon all men to live a gouly life, 
and it ſhews them the things wherein 
they are to do ſo in all reſpeds; and 


may be enabled fo to do, who of them 
{elves have no ability to do any thing as 
they ovght,” Mic, 6: 8. he hath ſhewn the 
Oh man, what is good, &c, It was for 
this that God gave his Word and Oidi- 
nancts to men, and in this it 1s-that he 
commands them thus to live. When 
-M4: ſes had given Gods Statutes and Laws 
unto 1/rae}, which were no other than 
a more dark and ſhaded Diſpenſa'i»n 
'of the Golſpel, he reduc:th their duty 
upon it hither, Deut. 10.12 and now || 
rael, what doth the Lord thy God require 
of zhee, but to fear the Lord thy God, t0 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, 


4. That true Gadlineſs is always ac: 
companted with life and power, Ir 5 
true, in the-exerciſng- of ic, there 1s not 
always the ſame force and efficacy of it 
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_ Times Diſplayed, 47 
tion :. and the reaſon of it is, becauſe the 
grace which is in the children of God-is 
too often overcome with the remaining 
corruption which is in them, and hinder- 
eth them from doing that which they 
wonld. But this notwithſtandin -, true 
God!inefs hath always in it a principle of 


Spiritual {.ife, which ſhall never be ex: 


tinguiſhed + Grace is the root of it ; and 
that -is a /iving principle which 1s pat 
into the man: and where this life is, 
there is power ; for life is. & power of 
performing life aits, When God infuſeth 
a Spirit of Godlineſs into the Souls of 
any, he is faid to quicken them, Eph. 
2 I. You hath be quickned, wh» were dead, 
&c. There is no man that 1s really God- . 
ly, but 'ſach an one as hath received 
the Spirit of God, who dwelling in him 
by his Gracs, effic:cicuſly enableth him 
to ſerve and glorifie GoJ, by bzlieving 
in Chiift, an following of Holinefs: 


& where this. great change hath not paſt 


upott the man, he is noe-:Godly, but re- - 


. mains under the powerful dominion of 


fin and impiety. 


er $5. Hencz, where there is only a. form 


without 


- 48 The Peril of the 

without the power, it contradidts the ve: 
ry end or deFon of the Goſpel. If by 
'a form vw. only underſtand the order 
and method of , outward Worſhip and 
Service of God, and the practice of thoſe 
ſeveral Duties which are required of 
Chriſtians in the Goſpel ; this is that 
which ought to be, b:cauſe God hath 
commanded it, and if men allow them 
ſelves in the negled thereof, they- do both 
deſpiſe Gods authoricy over them, and 
do 'what in them lieth to hinder them- 
ſ:]ves of the power, inaſmuch as God 
bath made this the: way in which we are 
to have communion with hin, who is 
the author of all ſaving influences: 'it 
is therefore certain, that God requires of 
all Chriſtians, that they live in ontward 
conformity. to his revealed will. Bur if 
men reſt here, and look no farther, 
they take vp with an outſide, and con 


tent themſelves with ic ; much mo:e if B77 


all their deſign be to'make a ſhew in 
formaliries,” and all their zeal expireth 
in that, they come ſhort of what God 


requireth and expefteth of them. Thi; 


therefore is that which our Saviour tax- 
eth- ths Scribes and Phariſees withal, Mat. 
4 24 
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Brfuence, when, it-is, a growing. 


23. 23. Je 1th mint, aniſe and. cummin, and. 


have omitted the weiphtier. matters of the 
lev. God requireth inward ſincerity. ig 


the Serving of. him. Pſal. 51, 6,;:how deſe- 


Mreff truth in the inward ""adK Whereas 


this is only a cover of fal{hood and diceit, 
Men by it ſeek to hide a-treacherous 
heart, and pretend to pur off the Allſee- 
ing God with an outlide and empty Re- 
ligfort :: and for this reaſon; we. have God - 
ſp often teſtifying againt it in his. word,  _ 
a thing which he-is very much difplear 
led at ; ſee for this, Ezek. 33.-31..they 
come, . as, my people cometh,  8&Cc.. but theis, 
heart goeth after their Coveteonſneſs.. If. I, 
II, &c, to what purpoſe is the. multitade af 
our ſacrifices; &C. . 48. 1. they make mention, 
of the God .of 1ſrarl, but ' not: in. truth . ann 
righteouſneſs.  - Es EDS. 
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6, Hence. when; this grows general, it 
mult .needs .produce , Perilous Times... It 
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| mn ' among x" people ; and 
hk will be. evident 4 in ſeveral particu: 
VL. "Sack a people ſhew that they have 
Not '@ \{incere love” to: God and' his 
"ways; this is an- evidence that their 
Profeffion is not buile upon right prin 
<_ All true- *Obedience, +. in the 
Goſpsl;' called Love > and the reafon'of 
Sn, becauſe love is the root and*ſpring 
ill 4t, and fo it is'the more diſtingut 
|| Ching inote between ſincerity and! hype 
| 4 Now: the love which God re 
ao, 45 an hearty love, Matth. 22 
| <4 fhalt Tove the Lord thy-God with 
3 Hhink © A eate. '\and all thy ſoub;- this 
therefore ts the charge that- God lays 
-Opon *them, in Ifa. 29. 13. they have-re 
:yneved their heart far from me. The 
yragt -of this ſhews that men have ta- 
np their profefiion for' -by and fi: 
Aſtor « nds 5 ae the Glory : of God i 
Fe" their. bottom deſign in. it ; for if - 
they '-did indeed love” "God with theirff 1 
whole heart, they could not tbe '-con 
tent in a ++meer form : if they loved 

"-God, they :could not 'reft -fatisfied in 


the outfi performance: of duties, an 
u 


a ts me , 
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Times Bitpleyied: 3 
iy the bn Hem? it E a Ng them- 
ou. | felves meerly in the ury. 16 
"| wonl#rake A content irq ar! by hy Oral x 


ins | 61 Performiarice; it!” whit a io 
his aicet with" God, and" PR cp Corn 
or i 216nion with him, which is” the,true end _- 


39. | 4nd uſcfoineſs of all the duries which we 
the | are commanded to attend tipan, He who 
of 8 indeed loveth God, will ſk in all things 
inp ts Glorify him, as that whiQK is. the ve- 
uk | *y <nd of bis being and Gperation : now 
po God is not glorified by x meer form, but 
7s | fo far as the power ofGodlineſs i i5 denied, ' 
22 if any thing which the .man doth, f6 far 
via bis name is diffionoured'; and the "more 
this by there being a form, becauſe hereby. 
Jays their profefſion i "contradicted by . theic 
ref practice; and a dricovery is made that 
Che they were not Indeed concerned for his 


Th E. 


il © 2. --Seanllous Sins win grow: Ee as 
heir} mong ſach a p2ople. 4 meer form, let-it 
be never ſo fondly mnſifted 01, is no fence "a> 
gain#} the FItaed v4 miquity ;_but indeed. an 
role} EY, " mmroditfiop to 28 Tt i 1 fo far 
from-making mertake heed to themſelves, - 

C 2 leff 


of. the- 

i they a8: Peril that i It: is a cover ut 
bo irons: i heck fo. Figs 17h abo: 

- -m er .of Godlineſ;in 
men, which ale 6, hem fraid- ef 

-puts; them. upon do! 
then ok Catt in 7 a cg = 
ſtop. hg Freabing of it -forth.in others - 
whereas a meer form makes them cold 
and. careleſs on theſs accounts ; and ! as 
they will take” yery Jitfle h to- them: 
ſelves, fo others' will grow | old upon. it, 
when'they ſee that. there 1 15 , but .a very 
hietle of zeal appearing in their Hearing 

witneſs -.againſt them. If Profeſſors be 
cold ir the life of Godlinef, Profane per: 
ſons: will thereupon grow, bold.. in all 
manner of, eXorbicances ; . yea, and Pro- 
feflors themſelves will grow drowzy and 
carclefs, and take little heed to their 
tives, but grow licentious, whiles they 
place their whole Religion in their, tor: 
malitiesy the 'abounding of iniquity, and 
ing. cold of love, are joyned together 
| our Saviour as things concomitant, 
Mat. 24. 12. and indeed, if fſtri& enqui- 
oY I, made irito EET, we pres 
at evermgore Apoſraſy hath in this 
way. Tag irito the Church. of God: 
men 
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m2n'Have been very much in the main» 


dy oo ey NUR M0 026, IOW 
in || taining of their forms, and, ſpent. their 


is. | heat there, and' ſo have grown lukewarm: 
ng © in their reſpeRs unto. God, -and hearty 
to | love of him, and thought all was well, 
s.: | d:cauſe Religion carrried. a fair outſide: 
1d | among them ;, and _thereupan ſandals. 
as ©} bave'broken farth, 'and-ane fin- aſter a; 
m- | nother, hath' dared to. look abroad. bare» 
it, I faced :. and when the fr love hath been: 
ry | loft, the fr # works have been neglected... 


knock off. Our Saviour inſtanceth thus | 
"EL 


 .,ov.,_ 


<Y ' The il of the- 
the Stony grand Hearers 3. Math. 1:3; 21, 


avhen * * trebulation, on. we, eccahey ariſeth be 
canſe' o if the word, by be is offended ; 
ard alſo in'tte- FU verſe 22. Yo car 
of this. world, and- deceitfulnes of Rich 
choke the. word, and he becometh- wnfruitful, 
Beſides, the ftrit outward atret Wance on 
che Duties which. are preſcribe: in the 
Goffiel; is hor'edy for the carnal minds 
of 'men.to comport. withal ; -and the gra» 
tification: of, many 08S laſts i is. hindered 
by it, the. crayirgs whereof are 10 eager, 
that. they. will. prompt the- man 40- neg: 
lea, ſometimes one, and ſometimes ano: 
ther; arid: If they. canftill- bye keep up 
ſome Emblabls thew; & quiet their minds. 
with that, they are. well ſufficed there: 
withal:.' brine; of Diſcipline. mainteined 
in +he- Churches of Chrilt, is very, DOEa 
fy to them,” and. they ' would fay 
a 7 qaticite ahd: \etbow. room, . Fe - 
Mowances. given. them ;-and _ - 
decays in. Rilipion bagin. _ .others 
muſt be born. withal, .that- we. may be: 
= d, and 'we will. conniye at their 
k,chat we may hays the ſame.mea- 

_ m Ly  Conſtangy in Secret - Da: 
"readifg th 8. word, meditation and. 
PraJyT. 
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b be- 
ded ; PearlCand, 
care (egio&X them, and io they at firſt 1wvermeir,,. 
Zch fpnd. at length. totally omit them: Family- 
itful WP orfoip is a cumber, and: it gives” theny 
e onf9@ muck. hindrance in theie: worldly: 

che Puſinefs, and their diverſions. among theie- 
inds{Eompanions, which they maſt: allow.-te 
gra: &bemſctves ; and if they 


ered be Worſhip: of Gods Houſe: carefully, 
per, (iey {hall ſtill make a fair ſhew; and bs; 


neg: 


with-a-thorecomploment;-and-infine utr 
terly :negleRed... This: might' have:Been) 
in 
may ſuffice ; and thus it comes to: paſs;: 
that fome things are generally left -off;; 
and quits loſt -among a. Profefling: Peay: 
pk, and other things ate but littkbeater;, 
Thus'it was wich thar'Churchiin Rew. gi 
begin. and theſe are fair, or ' Tathar : foul: 
[teps:ty:the Jo of all... 117 !.: % 5 7-5 
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If +4 Their 'Profefiion' will be: expoſed 
. >the reproach:of vile 4nenz2/;anid 2raly;i 
Feliere are none thac Uo. give inwreincoafic> 
7 it PLS «  - 4. 2} on: 
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and becauſe they are out of ſight and obj * | 
ervaizoh; 'they can without open:ſcandal: , 


do bur- attend! 


1/gand :repute 37and' fo theſe ſhall be; | 
no: (cit flighcily. attendad;-/ and 'ſaon .difiniſt 


ſtanced in: many other things, but: theſs- 


ll 
vi 


F6 The Peril of the 
: Ste for the- ways 'of Godto be : evil-ſpo- 
ken-of; than Tach as theſe. ' There arg 


foon catch it up, and refleRt it wit! 


ger way * ppg | ——_—_— the 
| Religion ordainec|. by. inſelf, which 
for the: abuſes which pretenders to: it. do 
put upon. it-;, but wicked men are. ſtran- 

if gers:to-chat, and: can rife. no. higher in 

j their jadgments, than : by. thei obſery; 
1's ing/how thoſe: who. ſpeak | high: of lit; 


If - do: manage: themſelves. with regard to; 
! itz and for that reaſon; will ſay, theſs 


| caen talk; a.great, deal of Holineſs, as if 
| it were a. real thing, but they can.,indulge 


themſelves in acs of lewdnels ; they can 
| bb: very- zedloits. when they are engaged 

| inthe dutics of Worſhip; but- in their: 
| converſe. with men, they: can.ly, cheat, 


c 


\ 


thoſe- that bate-all Godlineſs, and*therer 
upon-the -very- ftrit & formal profeflionſſc 
of it is grievous to them, and this. mas 
keth'- them: to look with ' an evil--and lic 
watchful eye upon thoſe that are ſo en 
gaped. Now: when men make ſuch high] i; 
prerences to Religion, and in their live] { 
they 'contradie them; ungodly ones: will n 
ſ 


bitter-reviling.:- It is. indeed. a. prepoſte-ſſ: 


( 
t 
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. Times Oiſplaped $7 
ſpo[ difmble-: -they> can be very : demure: 
; arg WIG hetumrer3. arr — 
ereny bit whantthey- get: am 11 they: 
ſion \ Drivik atig- Eieztth,” i and- || 
ma-{[Siwveaty and fir'up till - midnight i in; our! || 
and company”; yea,:they- can ontdo:u$ tin all: - || 
en ſuch' things .as: theſe are. iThey-xwae | 
nigh] ſucts as' chefeowhom-the::Apoſtle Jdptaks | 
live}: fverely..toy Rom: 2: 2521, Stcitbone | 
will 925b reacherb. another, teacbeſt: thou't'nor\thyy = 
withfl /e}f; &c. and: adds that: remark; verſe - 246 
oite-:hbe Name of God: is blaſphemed ' among © 1he:- 
| theſſ Gentiles through: you. : *Phey make nos | 
hichſ] thing of: :cheje things! amang: themſelves, . | 
viſe but: 6xcufe- one:dhotheriin-them; faxtheys | 
t dof pretend”. to :ng better; but in-ſitch® a+ || 
ran mike-aniopen.profefiiotsf of - Chriftianity,, - | 
* 1niflthzy cax highly,: and:'\put all-the- aggtavas - || 
erv+ [tion they can*to-theirvreproachesy iand + || 
F {it; it: muſt needs boramhomibleſhame: when: || 
| to thele repsoaches. are-haflanderia.o: cgi" | 

Or rant 6 £9 POB nem ghornrs cif | 
s if - 5. Thoſe-that are-trulycGadlyi willibs * 
alge-fexpoled to:grievous pedecutidne./:Ithath-: 
can ſ|been- a ahingeof:fiequenc © obſervationy . 
ged that: fuckiavbayeTſpenaahe heatof ;cheir. || 
; then; :ithat: have © beer. caretnl *to-> || 


4 pa 
5 The /DY of the” 
maintaih the;power of Godlinek.-;Chrilt: 
ELECT 
{erg tins 88 08xe[eeng; IQ, 
were they who moſticbitedy.; profecated; 
hisA poltles 5 Pa! telus what aformalilt: 
if HE had been, and how he had employed. 
if | the zeal! of it, Gal. 1.: 13; 244 Heyend: 
| meaſure LPerfjeuced rhe Chorch-of. God and 
it zpafiedn%; . hung murecexctedingly 4t2lous of 
(| the \trauitvanis of ry... fathers andi-th : men; 
ll deny the-powen: of : Godlineſs:in them: 
flyes, they will Hot be able patiendly: to 
bear 4t- in others : : and- by-this means. 
 Apolibfy- grows cto. thacr pals, that! is will, 
notibe-fafe for :anyy to: (and ;up:;for ref 
4 Holiheſs; as. the::Prophet complains. 
of 'thoſe- timesp Hac5o. 15, trath; failerh, 
and be that dipireeabnfrow- evil.makerts bin. 
felf a proj) Hence: ie cometh to-'- paſs, f 
chat'if-any{willibecnare ſtri&erthanchis 
neighbour; Wn:thecteating:/ofca;:Goly: 
life, amorig. men,'and be a Noncenformif: 
© ts- licenioulnebs: of the. times -and: 
places that he liver: in; he fhall tbe re: 
vited-for. ay, :geerpdijatiobys:; his.-neighs 
bouts; !cenfured looamHyppace; and ch 
DU: ROBBIE 1253-857 @FaI1-. 1975 $; 
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Times Difpla ed. 

«n woplo further Ditgh I if 
cen, i t were in the 'boWwer - H 
ds: "fs we have the Eſehiet | 


C 
me Ky and the reprotches of ther hat © 
5 ed thee, are fallen LO £4 

roceeds to (row tt ae ts partt6 


+ of | 
| $levoe eſpecially when it - 
___ irom tho e who ly apr to Ch Hh 


wifully ek 


"and. Ge obffervation' of- their frame 'ah 


"ongive perſtcation 8 mY” liftle* pr: 


oY bit er complaint ' ab6ut  PA-69; : 
th 2th] thime houſe me ee 7” _—_ 


al | 6. The 'Riſig Generation is hircby- 
ſod ' Children are *Ftither” 
rt " fear of -pions- ns and 


AINS; inch nation, a ſhiewed cotjefture | may be': 


Mw en- the: are- dead” and * one - 
Pay this Rn the” duty: 
10S their. Children mn the. fear” of. Gof;; err 


tant 

s be Tor: the pref: eneration;' A: 
my Regen aro emis: Uwvindted” 
oallſ'9 ail, CINPLy Fai," Thiers bs ck 


bis made - of what: times "are like! to. 63 | 
4 of Faining Fn 1 


the way which t bey 'onght to' +go. $8; 15:* Iggy, p 
much urged: and inci cated-in' the- -Scrips.- 


tur ;duty of © very. great © impot- - - 
bg "Rik ip the” pong r-of 'Go ape i 


7 DOK, a more fearfully forebode: 
extirpation of-it.in thoſe that. follo\p., 
| Children are apr. to. imitate their Parents, , 
# by a.natural reſpeR. that they. have. for I 
| them;;and moſt of all.in. that which is. i 
| exil, becauſe, of. the finful corruption that. 
_ dwelleth. in, thejw naturally. Certainly | i 
y/ then, it Parents. are formal, looſe, heed- 
8 Ikk.to themſelves, their: Children will 
moſt likely: add, to..it, and, become an. 
| entreaſe.of ſinful. men. Yea, and when it f 
| is thus, Parents will become negligent of - 
$8 the carclul. Education, of their Children, | 
_ and take little; regard . co, acquaint them 


. 


FE With the things. of. their peacs, and ſo 
3 they will grow up ta.be. ag ignorant Ge-. 
[8 neratian, . that know neat.-the. God "of their. 

Wt Eather; ::and nar. oply for want, . of be- 


Ing pvell cavehe, will they tjke Hhgrry to; 
rebel againſt Parental Government.; (and; 
; God, that.they. "be. |8jt, to :deny” that ſar 
honogs ta thejr Parents, which i Que ro; Fl: 
them by: the,command @f God. ),burtalſo, 
d by theisexamples, they. encqurape, heir, 
8 hildien z:.tor they have..hg. reaſyn'.,t 

f ps Fiore Te 4 Ti Life + ad-* 44> £ 22.0) #3 . 
C| Ent, , i. they R take... Iibe cy... tQ- them: f 
| k Ve, 16 their. Children w 11'd0._ 10; too, G 
A i 
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6: Band: juſtific themſclves, in ic; ' thus did: 
* they "entertain the Prophet with \corn,'! 
*. Wer: 4417. 98 will: certainly -do, 836! as 
Ir ft bave dme, we' and. our” fathers; 'hegice ' 
is. hat cantion, Pſal: 78; 8. that they might - 
at ſoo be-as rheir fathers, 6. fetbers and- 'u re: 
Y etous Generation, | ag 

And fach/a-people atls hereb s. 
| We ito Gods a people af hr q are 
ic Fexpeas faichfut+ Service from. a peo Ie - 
of ſ{that' profes his. name, according Þ 
n, (Tin. 2. 19 tet- every. one ' that je þ 
m. tbe name. of Chrift” depart? from- iniquity 3 ; 
fo ſIwhen. therefore. hoy *degetierate' to''a 
je-. mcer firew,,' they provoke his" jealoulte' e- 
cir. Magainſt: them,” and- thereby a. - door is- 
2e-" opened. far the breaking, in of his. wrath. 
to; ſupe pon thera z and that both 3 _ 


I 2H & MfcuaF* ris: and theſe" 

12 Bare the® RL fearful, though ufyally the - 
ro: icaft regarded by a degenerate Genera-- 

lo; kin; When God leaves: men; up ta a; 
eur, Mipiric of 'piddine(s and heedlefinefs; and <' 
tq, ſikcencioninels,;.. to grow- loofe-in "their 

0m; WP -roagc wy 20d ircconſiderate ini thei# p 

v0, WG! ens, Sherein.. plagues: them earls 


Atheiltical content, 


$4 bs \« & $3: :ww 444 ets 


iis an, oubtide,; bow. all is. that 
ion-2 © 2: Thel. Ti Xo. ee 


they received net the Jowe of the truth, for 
this cauſe God ſhall ſend them ftrong delufi- 
on, that they ſhould believe aly; and we 
have. fach | an, account .givep : of; them, 
| Dal8x..x5, 12. 4/nge, would none.of me; 
ſo 1, gave them up to their own hearts hf 
| Gol withdraw: his ſpiric- from. Tuch. a. 
Ws which .befare. enlightened and re 
ained:ithem; and:';abandons., them... to 
their, own, tqlliesz, and now 1niquity brea;. 
keth in as-a - torrent, and. bears all down 
before it z.now -. men grow weary : of 
Gods ways, aud follow, their own ;. now. 
he RT. inſtead ot- Toftoipg:. 
now- wholeſome - Doctrines are deſpiled, 
- and. cloe. applicatian ; is, provoking. £0 
men ;.'they- cannot bear .to have their. 


ſores rubbed; and muſt have none. but. 
ſmooth} things preached to them ;. gow. a- 
ſpirit of . lumber.inyades. them, and-they, 
are become... infeafibls. of their. decays, 
thong h:never io. great ;\ and this. is. a-tr6-, 
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toe provormtiens eG: & 
heavens vengeance bs 5 them. As long 
as the power.of Gogline(s: —_ preſerved 
among them, ſuch ſins. were. kept-out. at 
leaſt from-. bringing of Publick- guilt. 
Þng with them, becauſe there was a 

table care: taken to. preventtheis, king: 
out, and due teſtimony was born againſt; 
them, if. at any time: they looked [er 
and endeavours wers attended, 2 ſupprels 


then : Os NOW, - ey. 3 1 f.4 
come- daring: a when 5 Jo, d 
can-no longer 2008 God tells chem; 
that all the Judgments threatned;were for, 
the aveng 5ug of if the, gyartel:of bis. Covenars,. 
Lew, 2:6,;25, and though many, (PIrOunar, 
immoralicies aptly = m4 
mitieg, . yet; they; flaw - from. he x: $ 
the foundation of them-- is EI 
God. therefare-: threatens Laodicea-for her 


| Lukewermmeſs,.t0.ſpue ber out of .bis- Ao | 


rouy Z;: 16+ and Epbeſus-for. the. lo fi 
ber, forſf lowes 016096. ths . Candiefhiet; 
ep » Zed: FORDS IE: 6s, will make 2: 


& kronghnngplcy, was pd hat...chis, b | 


. "IE 


64. of- 

I516 WP... laid FER. populots pl 
ces," ant Blowtt up* fombtimes' fa ous! 
Churthes, arid *tiade them a Keopita 
Cs then fach" ate Perilous Tinies.'" 
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"+." We may Lene Kerk, :'That'the beſt 
3qdgment that we can'make ofProfeſfors, 
1s but of Charity. There is a judgrhent 


which 'one Chriftian awfully may; and” 


 lometimes-otght to pak concerning: ano”! 
ther; and 1 It 75 our duty, - whenever Wwe 
fo do, i to-judge righteous judgment 3 and 
that is ſuch” Rh: anſwers. the Rule 
- which God hath given us itt his W6rd, 
to dire&bs in the'cenſire_that wwe: paſs 
ane upots! ahother: Now <God: hath: 
ſeen ir theet to reſeive!! the Fhowledgs 


1 of mens hearts immediately" himfelt;8 
our judgryent can” reach ho-farther 'thar 


to the age ie pearance';- ſach is* #he 
differeyce ret 4p F: Sainis x6. lk ran 
lepketh* nt 6 outdard” nfeurance, bub rhs 
Ed odbeth- on th#beart ;-ahd this is ws 
acertdics 44 a” 
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Times: Difylaped 
nothers ftate'to.- be good, bur- by: Rinks 
El tiors; though 1 :may know: thei tate} 
onj! ſome to: be: bad;:; by obſervations” as>hey 
©" Pfal. 36: x: The tranſereſſion of : tbe og” - 
£0 > within wine beart, there. is mofter 
| God before bis _ 65es.' The bond therefore 
|} of Chriſtian Communion? is:i:Chargry;; 
_ "I which-ought- to think: and hopethe beſt: 
+! ff of another/-allowing for humane infirm: 
zſt' ties, and judging well :of his: honeft:and: . 
Irs, ons ations, andÞputring the beft:and 
fair-interpretation. upon-this dubions - 
nd carciages 32and-there/is =: outs AP 
ho-/ || here 5to--be-0 | 
we | which is: only. -Wegarvue rj Rerchofh | 
:nd'f] that we can fafely proceed | ungp';- wiz | 
ule | we.are not to conclude men. tobe in a; | 
1d; | ſtare'of. fin, for ſuch' Spots as Gods Childrew 
zaſs-| may: catch z: and:yet we'cannet be with! 
ach out: ſome-fears or. jealouſies- about them; 
Jes | when - ws fee little-or nothing-/poſittively: | 
{8 | to encourage us 3; however ' we ſuſpend.i : 
1arr jj our determinate 'jadgments ; ».. ſometimes: © 
the || we have:room.for an Affirmative Chari»: 
2a || ty, when we ſ:e that proceed from thein;. 
rbs. which. bzſpeaks. them- ina. -qur hearts, tas 
be: Gadly, and zealous Chriftiang, becauſe 
o& _ good and - Excellent: Conyerlaci:: 
ON... 


Il! - of nature, and' yer I-ſhould -ſin if 


| _ the *rhans awn Conſcience. :; Dawd thad) 


i! aſpect ach "coe thimbelf chap Fuller 


The Prit! of the 

DB. Now when' our julgment: proceeds. 
upon theſe: igrounds, /it is- a regular, -and: 
therefore-a righteous judgment; and this 
thay-be right when we are miſtaken 3+ 
bout men. A. .man- mvy.be in a ſtate: 


ins of Gra los 00 ;he:. lim = 


Qrine, gi omits 
mos ann the- higheſt 
blk okay: qo 


openand praſelt it 5 worry £0: 
poblick vow, -and. every -one:may fee it; 
whereas.the-latter is. ſecret, and: hidden: 


from--men;and known only ta God, and: 
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an xx2llent_efteem for Achitopbel:before 
he diſcovered himſelf, Pal. F5- 13, 14-fly, 
maine equal; my guide, and mine arquain- fl, 
tance '; we 100k faveet counſel together, and ||. 
walket 60 2he- houſe: of God -y company; flo, 
and he: did 'not amiſs-fo' to [think of ” 
Þim; --'The | Diſciples were more ready. 


when 


— 


Tings [Didplaged: 
when. Chih — them 'that |ine-/ I chew . 
ſuld betray. him 3 -and:they were" nut - 
Ms to. be blamed fot it, :Pay/ was] migh | 
oy” endeared! to Dem, and made uſe wf 
him. .in þis Travel and:Adiniftry,]- and 
L Ls, right: for him. ſo: to-do :: — 
Oy thels, ungodly men, :2 
Rok hearts mop lon all; his: while, 1A 
P Eman may carcy-[1t- among men with 
a Boreateſt forwardneſs and. conftancy | Is 
" Yourward performances, wollow: all: cs- 
_ ns -of grace 1a ſfeaſon, and ont of 
= > and” icagry.iit very » reverendly -at- 
them, difcoueſe : very; knowingly : and 
"'Jlftily .ahour the \myſterice- of the-Goſt 
_ I pray: Uhr a1 gh Angel,” highly - com: 
the. ways-of- God, be »very cir» 
"Ecamiſpe&t in his words. and ations, Exe 
cceding. charicable (and Honeſt-"im + Hig. 
"J Dealings wich-men, diligent In 0p Cal- 
Bling thac Go hath ' ſer” thicin4 and, 
4" Byet his” heart: all this 'white- —_ TI bs- 
, $2275.-Ged, but he. may purſue ic for 'b 
" Nand ſinifier ends, and! upon eee 
' 5/ mean motives : and: yet 'rnake no Hiſco- 
{6iies: of "this: falſeneſs-2o us, or of any- 
'thiag char ſo :cdntratlia #4 profefiion as* 
[ould undermine our: ' Chatity ©: "AO: 
81 gh. 


68 The Peril of the | 
then Rocko rok on- | IDNR 
ether than a Saint? when yet he maſh, 
be a: Devil, or .a Wolf in'-ſheeps' loathe 
ing ;''a meer 'Hypocrite: Hence” nafſhe 
wonder, if. good and wife: men-are ſome 
times forced : to-\ change their 'opinion! 
about imen,”as Devid did Teſpeing Ah, 
ebitopl} 51 and; the blame is not in thr; hy 
but in thoſe that give'the occaſion for it'|þ 
and this. may be':a caution- to Profeſſors, | 
to'- beware how they (build the confill, 
denee. of their fafe eſtate, upon the hari, 
ble - thoughts: of -good-and diſcerning 
men ;_ they-may often give ſhrewd. pucl! 
-fes; but yet they may be miſtaken infſ} 
you: and remember. that you muſt ert]f,, 
long be called. to give an account' offþ, 
our ſelves. to. him who ſearcherb- the; 
arts, and trieth the reins of mn, | 


2, We may here ſee a ſatisfying rea |; 
ſon why ſome that have been Eminent 
Profeſſors,.do afcerwards prove fearful 4: 
poftates. | That there have been ſome ſj, 
that have ſo done, we have awful in- 
ſtances. left on - Scripture ' Record; and 
we need: look no farther for examples of 
this.kind, than thoſe three who were 
Qt mentioned il 


Times :D & 
. mentioned under the —_— abs 
af ſin their: tirne;} were renowned for their 
Ma)profeflion,highly: advanced in'the' Chiirch 
tht. God; and were accounted 'of by the 
beſt ment they converſed 'with, 'and © 
mere lefe-upon' regiſter. for their horrible: 
Malls, pears as: awtinl inftances of Gods a- 
' iBnazing Judgments. © Eccle/inſtical Hiſtory 
m,Elfo attords us. plenty | :of fach examples 
"$1 every Age-of it, Now men may be: 
Ent to be .amazed * and. wonder at it, 
nd enquire how it - comes to be fo 2 
inf ind ſome have made miſimprovemente of 
heſe inſtances, and :endeavenred to efta- 
wy (Plſh' from: them, the. falſe Doarine-of 
1 Utſhe total. Apoſtaſy of the - Saims, and*to . 
ereflindermine  the- precious'/ Doaritie' of 
t of erſeverance, © But the truth in hand will 
The Fired us to-a fair-account of this matter; 
_Þnd-render it a thing that needs - not to 
x 1o much admired ar. :*It 45" a certain 
| 5 that none who: have had the leaft 
park of ſaving grace in them, did ever 
"terly lofe it again. They ' have indeed 
IX Ballen far, when it hath pleaſed God ro 
"ſhave: theme tor themſelves, that be might" try 
Yen, and. let them row WA is in" Siiens, 
d that:it 4$..bx Grace that» they” fant: 
418? | uc 


reqauke.rs — bn. David; 


Pam Thei:Yevil 19af: the - 


asto be: madiffc 
an _ Joins: 19- They wont 0h , 
| { YOM Hs becauſe they wereme of us 2 for, iff 
_had. Ow; of inus,, thejr) 20uleÞ"'11þ -doul q 
al continued; with us; but:thty went-outif y 
that-they might be made manifeſt: and Whſl tc 
_ dead, it is that:which is td be! expetted a} 
both. i in. the nature of: the -thingy” and 1 inÞl-fe 
the. righteous: judgment of God. P 
men-take up an bigh| rofeffion;.and':enfÞ}c 
$388. themclves in alb the. formalicies -of{c 
it, withoutra ſaynd: principle within, or 
root of : ſaving Grace-in the heart, the. 
build upon ther ſand: without 'a foundation: 
.and-it; is /not; tobe counted a ſtrange 
thing,/if. a: S:erm of Feinpration 'tmaket 
that ſpecious houſe: 'to fall ;; Mary thi 
2GOIme;: Rebar Fae: baſe ends, 
ave, forme  ignoble and. fleſhly Gol 
io kt, will On or later-find .thoſe un 
worthy. ends: (9 fajlthemz\and: fornerhiny 
"QF: other t0-eome attiwart\ them, wh : 
Wwill-, conwadift theo deſign - = 
riving 


Timos Difhllapes, 

2 driving, and _ the efficacy of i 
full coaſerh, That ger that hath no 
"off fife in ie, will of © flf run out tt a licde 
enff:ime; and! come ts nothing-if ie- be' let 

Wo alone.” -Befides, there 4s nothing wherein 

aIGod:is- rhore 'aRronted, or” his honour 

{more reflected on; then by mens thinking 
ito put him off with a ſhew, and.to-hide 
MI the deccittulneſs of their hearts from 
| _ as: it it were poſſible for-vain men 
mn ofe a cheatupon him: no-wonder 
then if he, 1 in/his righteous judgment ſuf- 
Wy'fers them to jay afide their vizar, and ap: 

_ Wear to-the world-in their own trae: co- | 

erlours:;- leaves them: to throw -off the 
01 for, who ''took up 'cofitented:: with a 
'S:meer form; and-thereby ' God righte- 

the ouſly lays them open to the view and 
diſcovery' of men, who before had de- 
F-ccived-them ; and maketh their name to. 

H:rot- above ground, whole - only care ' had 

[thi been to provide themſelves: with a/name 

a on Earth, - Let'it not ther ſtumble any 

eſp} ſerious Soul, when Tall Cedars fall, when 
uy great Profeiſors, and fiich as have had/a 
"F-preat'name, come to-nothing, and either 
Wal turn afide to darmweble bere/ies,or immerge 
-W | rrocmrmaat in-grofieſt' Immorglities * pf 

auars 


> Get of 
adore” the wiſdom -and. RAN. of God, 
In laying men; open, and making. them 
©: OG; in their own <olours ; 3: artd-let 


- it! be! a; ſolemn warning <o, flick: as ate 
ready to-boaſt themſelves of their-grey 
profeflion, and to grow confident” there 
-upon; and invite them, 20: to be bigh: 
menchd, but to jen | 


| This will let"us wn. 4 1 Th why 
Sos. -awtyl Judgments - do. ſometime; 
break- in upon a people 'which make 4 
great Proteflion, God muſt be-acknow: 
ledgcd to Govern all (the Afﬀairs, of this 
-workd:: all-the evils and calanjiiiss. that 
break. iniupen:men at. any..time,ore of his 
- bringing;both a5-ro chej things themſelves, 
and the*tjme of them. The Famines, 
Peftjlefces,and -Wars which overtake a 
.peoplg, :and bring them. low, and: carry 
it them -a-witne fs -of the Divine - Dif: 
-pleaſure;'-:aze; of his  ordering;; - henes 
that, Amos 3:6: 1s there any evil i 4bt 
City, and the Lord hath not done 4t? 
Now theſe Calamities do not, only be- 
fall ſuch places: and. people as; have not 
known: God,, nor .\bad. his name called 
og hems bat livg' wichout oy m” 
: renc 
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drench themſelves. mn all MAanned” Bnor- 
micies, and heaven daring abommnations s 
the light which is in the natursl-Cenſciy 
ences of men, will eaſily. ſatisfig: them in 
the reaſon and equity of ſuch Proyiden- 
ces as theſe are, and men will rather 


bf wonder at the patience that bears: ſo 


long with them, than the ſeverity which * 
is exerciſed upon them. But the 'Temp#4 


IN ta:ion lieth on the other- hand, and mem 


are apt to be amazed at the- Providence 
of God, which breaks in upoty a profef- 


bod ling people with. cerrible .. Judgments, 


When - a people thit are: called by Gods 
Name, and are engaged in. a profeffionl 
of his Worſhip, and "make a_great ſhewe 
c&> zeal in ic; they ſtand -up for the pre« 
ſervation of the purity. of it, and with- 
ltar.d thoſe that would introduce any 
Innovations : do yet feel ſevere Diſpenſs- 


it E tions of this nature,- the world is ſtartled 


at it, and-fay,' What meaneth the heat of 
this Indignation ? and they themſelves are 


t ?F prone to find fault, and expottulate with 


3 God about it, as they, Ua: 58. 3. Where: 


ot | fore have we faſted, and thou ſeet} not, &c, 


whereas it we follow up the -Doairine 
under our conſideration, to the right 'im- 
| D pIOVE 


to cenſure Gods Children individually, 


A. Will a Lion roar m the forreſk, when 
© be hath no 'prey ? Now we way fafely 
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54 _. The Peril ek, oe Os 
provement-of'it, we maybe ſatisfyed, in 
the reaſon of this. I confeſs, -it 'is hard 


er perſonally 'for the afMiitions which 
they meet with in thei: particular Con- 
cerns ; for the deſign of theſe is very 
often for their trial; ſuch were  Fods, 
and yet they were 'very ſharp and 
fore: it ' would therefore' be very inju- 
rous to charge them as Hypocrites on 
this account. But, when God brings 
fore and waſting Calamities of: Sickneis, 
Famine, and” War, cn a profefling: peo 
ple, and they are wafted and ' brought 
bbw by them, we' are, according to the 
whole tenour of- the Scriptures, to allot 
this to the anger of God:;; and God 
ts not angry without a cauſe, Amo: 3, 


conclude «that the Diſpleaſure - which 
God thath taken at them, is not- for 
their profeſlion it 1clf, or for their care 
$o maintain .the outwa:'d Forms and 
Ordinances, that he himſelf. hath Inſti 
tuted, and made the means. of Com 
munion -with him ; hence that, Pfal fe. 
B. 1 will not reprove thee for thy ſacrif- 


£6, 
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| Times Diſplaped. #7F 
ces, or thy burnt offerings, to have beers 
1ard continually with me, bue --it muſt be 
ally, | fomething that his holy and jealous 
wich eye ſeeth amiſs in their Serving of - 
Son || him, and that muſt be ſomething wheres 
reryſ}in they do, to his. obſervation, deny the 
obs, power of Godlineſs which they. pretend tog 
and and becauſe this may be, and a people 
inju-if| that have @ name to live, may be dead, Rev. 
; on] 3- I. It is not to be wondred at, but 
ings] is a-great call to them, not ſo much 
nels, | to enquire whether it. be ſo, for the 
peo-fil language of Providence awfully ſpeaks 
aghtÞ that, but to ſearch after it, that* they: 
 theſ] may find-it out, and ſeek' to get it 
allot removed by true Repentance, - and to 
God call upon each other in their language, 
s 3 Lam 3 40. Let us ſearch and try our 
when ways, and turn again to the Lord; and 
'felyſ} where it is fo, there is a Rule alſo to 
hich judge of their ftate, when Judgments 
torſſ are removed, wiz by. enquiring whe- 
careſſ} ther the cauſe be taken 'away ; and if 
and}J not, they ſhould look upon it only as & 
nſti-Þ reſpite, and ſpace #9 repent, which if they 
om 6 .not ſo improve, worſe things are to 
1 5e.f be looked for in a little time. ED 
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. 4- "This tells us, that if we would makg 
3 true judgment of Profeſſors, we muſt 
-ghſerve how their lives agree with: their 
Pcofefſion, Ht is true, men may in - the 
management of their Profeflion, carry 
it very fair, and behave themſelves fo 
.cunningly in their viſible Converſation, 
.as to deceive the moſt judicious Chrifti- 
.ans 3 but yet it is a frequent thing, and 
God ſhows his juſt and holy diſpleaſure 
.at men, in ſuffering of it to be fo, that 
thoſe 'who are Hypecrites, and make a 

rea; noe in a - form of Gediimeſs, do in 
Crs or other notorioufly deny the 
gower of it : not only do they ſometimes 
Cifplay :too:much ot ſinful folly and cor- 
ryption, for fo may the beſt of men do, 
whiles:the law in their members hath fo 
much -of power. and influence in them: 


| - Har there is ſomething wherein they do 


-egregiouſly diſcover their hypocriſy, and 
offer juſt grounds to ſerious Chriſtians ta 

Lolpen that all their formality; is nothing 
Elle byt.a piece of pageantry. Tehu did 
-thjs, notwithſtanding bis great zeal in re- 
Forming the Kingdom of 7/7ae!, from the 
Adolatrous Worſhip of Baa/, 2 Kings 10. 
wy 2%: 


Tines Difylaped rd. 
29. howkeit from the fins of Feroboawt 


bu. departed not from affes them; an FA 
certain, that let men be otherwiſe never 
ſ> formal, yet if there be ſome fin which: 
they live in +the conftant por of, 
which is againſt the light of the: Word 
and: Confcience, and contraditory to 


the life of Holineſs, it is too manifeſt #- 
ſign that ſuch a luſt is not mortified' m- 


them : and if there be one that is not fo 
at all, there. is 'hone* that is fo really ; and: 


one ſuch Spot is_envugh to difgrace all 


the other fair coloars'of a ſpecious* Pd : 
feſlion. 1c is not enough to oblerve 


' how'a man carcieth himſelf in the houſe - 


of God, or in his attendance: on'the- 
obſervable Religious Duties that are pra- 
aiſed among Gods People ; but we mult: 
follow him to his other, and ordinary 
converſation, and obſerve his carriage in 
that, how'he behaves himſelf in his' par« 
ticular relations among 'men, and if theſe 
do not agree with the other, we hays- 
reafon to be afraid that all is not as it 
ſhould be with fach a perfor, Our Sa- 
viour Chriſt wonld not have us to va- 
lue the tree by its fair leaves, and floy- 


riſhing bloſſoms; but to fre what are the: _ | 


D 3 fruits: 


58 The Peril of the 
Iruits ie. bears, 'and by. thoſe we are to 
conelude concerning therwglat. 7. 16. 


ge ſhall know them by their fruits.” 
LSB i: US Fx nn 


| Let it be for Trial - and ie may be ap- 
plied both on a 'publick, and on a perſo- 
nal account. ETIS GC 


. X. On a pub'ick account; and here 
Jet us. make our remarks on the preſent 
times by this Ru/e,; and fee how it is 
with us in this regard, and that both in 


_ of Symptoms, and: of Prognoſticks ; 


End I think that we-have a loud call to 
engage in this ſcrutiny at this 'day 5 and 
therefore to move us to be ſerious and 
thorough in this Exemey, It us conſider 3 


x. Chriſt hath made it our duty to 
know and diſcern the tines. The times are 
$i not always alike ; it is a world of Change 
ij that we live in; and as there - are Chan- 
18 gs of Tirges which paſs over the Chil- 
8 dren of men, ſo there are the Symproms 
of them, by which a rational and proba: 
ble conjeRure may .be made about them 
NT OY Re before. 
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before hand, and we may, by obſervatis 
on foreſee what 1s like: to come, atid it 
is the prudence of all ſuch. as live in this 
world, : to have an: inſight into : theſe 


ſigns. Ic: is true, the .Symptoms of. the 


Times [are of two farts, wit. - Natural 
which are to be. read in the -ordes an 

poſture of ſeeond cauſes, _for, though 
therg' be a contingency. belonging to. theſe 
things, yet- chere ts a . natural connexion be- 
tweer-ſach cauſes, and fuch-effeats, which, 
in the ordinary courſe of - Providence, 
will be produced, -unleſs they be ſome 
way over-ruled and prevented. When 
the. Kingdoms are moved one againſt anos 
thee, when animoſities encreaſe . be- 
tween them, when there ace tumults and; 
diſquietments, theſe are the uſual leaders 
to miſerable devaſtations, &c and” theſe 
things are not to be deſpiſed, becauſe 
GoJ makes ule of ſecond cauſes in ac-: 
compliſhing his purpoſes z but this is noe. 
the main thing. There ars/ therefore. 

Moral Symptoms, and theſe are.-peculiarly: 


to be minded; in calculating whereof 


we are to proceed according to the. te-. 
nour of Gods diſpenſing himſelf to. a: 
people, as ſuch who are in, Coyenane, 

| ' > & Ha with 


| | and more peculiar deportments required 


_ A 


_ "The 'Peril of th 
wikh him; which are yo in his 
word; and-that both in the warn 
ings there given, and:in his wonted cour. 
Ges taken with'his people in ſuch circum- 
= Fftances. Now by a right application of 

theſe; the times may be diſcovered, whe- 
they be = or evil, ſafe or perilous, 
and Chriſt reproves them for want of 
$kill and | ——_—_ in _ - Mar. 
FG. 3. ze bypoerites, ye can diſcern the- face 

k Skies, but can ye not diſcern the ſigns 


” 


- of the times; 


| _ ©, It many ways concerns every one 
| of us to know 'ithe peril of the times that 
| we live in- Nor indeed can we do 
well without ic, for, . 


a mm ”.. nd 2 ym gens WW, ys Lu AY CD wwe wm 


'* F, There is a ſpecial Generation work 
lying upon every Chriſtian, according as 
the times are. Ir is true, every Child 
6f 'God ought to endeavour to. do the 
whole will of God, and to neglet no 
| known duty at- any time 3; we owe our 
| - whole life to his Glory, and in this. re- Il | 
4 fpect all times are alike to us - but 

Nil as 'the times change, the ſpecial 
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his Þ of Chriſtians do — with them z' and. 
rn || $ence there is-one thing which is*the: 
ure ff work of one Generation, and ſomething 
1m- || elſe the work 'of another. Tt is obſer 
of E vable, chat God commends Noab with this 
he- | remark, Gen 7.1. thee have I ſeen W bre« 
us, NN ous before me in this Generation: * Which in - 
of Þ part at leaſt, intends chat he had Served - 
lat. E him according to the prefent conditiotr - 
ace Þ of the Generationche lived in. Hence 
ens Wit is ſaid of David, Ads 13. 36. that be 
Served bis own Generation by the will of + 
God; and it is certain, that there was  * 
ne || one work for Dauvid, to do in- his time, . 
Lt } and another for Solomon to do in his. 


2. It is every ones duty in. his place, . 


to thruſt in'o the gap, thit he may keep. - 
rk | off the evil threatned. When there are 
as Il fad Prognoſticks of the times ; when: the _ 


1d F Clouds begin to gather apace, and mi(- 
he I chief” apparently impends . over a pro--: 
no |f fefling people 5; when Gods anger is in-- 
ur | kindled againſt them, and ſin hath. o-- 
e- Þf pened a wide gap for. It to com? ing 
ut Þ} and evil begins to croud in at it, all 


ial I tat fear God ſhould endzavour to pleaſes. | 


69d, to ipacific: his anger, and prevent :- } 
POR D $ the: | 
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the miſchief : hence that Admonition 
ven. upon a threatning, Amos 4. 12, 

sbKs-will 1 do unto thee, Oh Iſrael ; and be- 


W - cauſe I wilk do this unto thee, prepare to 
-neet thy God, Oh Iſrael. There is a way 


to hold Gods hands, and turn away his 
diſpleaſure ; we. read that Moſes did fo, 


Pſal. 106. 23. and we find that God 


complains, that when he looked for ſuch 


= a7: one, there-was none ; and he gives that 
25 the reaſon why the. torrent of his 
fierce Indignation brake in upon that un- 


happy people, Ezek. 22. 3o, 31. 1 ſought 
for a man, &C. therefore have 1 poured 
. mine indignation upon them. It is true, e- 


very one is not 1n an equal capacity to 


this work, or of doing alike publick Ser- 
vice, for the putting away of that fin 


which . is the -provocation ; there is a. 
work lying upon perſons in Publick 
Place, fuch as Moſes, and Phaneas were,, 
who may, it they are faithfu}, do a great 
deal upon this account. However, there. 


is no Chriſtian, but if he be upright, and 
+ will be induſtrious in the ſtation where- 


in God hath fer him, may do ſomething 
with God, which may- contribute not a- 


kiile co the publigk good ;. for God bath. 


ally ed 
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affured us that he ith Aa te 


op for ſuch as theſe, Iſa. 66. 2. to this man - 
be. Þ will 1 look, even to him that is te and. of 
tg | « contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth at my * + 
ay. word.” ES, | X WEST 
1s 3: They are the ſins of the times that- 
od | make them peculiarly perilous. The 


ch || great danger that a people are expoſed. 
nat || to, is ſrom the anger of God which is 
his | kindled upon them : it ke be pleaſed 

"|| with them, they ' are fſaſe, nor need-: 
ze | they to be afraid. of the . threatning of. | 
4 || the world 5 they have the. name of God | 
e || fo run into, and that is a ſtrong tower, 


& Þ Prov. 18: 10. But if Ged be dilpleaſed ar. 
or- | them, and his wrath begins to wax hat;. 
fn | they now ly open to every miſchief ;: 


a | their defence forſakes them, and. every: 
ck || evil will make a prey of them., © Now,. 
| if God be difpleaſed at a .pzopke, Sin: 


C3: . . . . 
at | always is. the procuring cauſe of it :; 
re || be taketh (pleaſure in them whiles they: 


14 || do faichfully Serye him, his delight 3s- 
in thoſe that fear bim : but fin is--the: 


C- | hs. 
ng | ing that he cannot endore 3- and: | 
2 | when ke hath fo warned them againſt: 


ls Jere44- 4: 32:2 
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| ble ing that I hate, and yet they will 
Ind themſelves in it, he is : now 


zovoully.: provoked ; and ſuch a people 
Juſtice and Truth do oblige him to pu- 


 miſh'them, for he hath ſard that he will 


do it, except they repent 5 and if he engage 


S in chis work, tt wul be terrible. 


4: Hence they that would prevent the 
danger, muſt do what in them lieth, 
to-put away the ſins that have expoſed 
their people thereunto. They that would 
keep off threatned Judgments, - muſt 
thruſt out the fin that hath expoſed them 
thereto ; the cauſe muſt be removed, if 
the effe& be-either prevented or made 


to ceaſe: all the other courſes that men - 


can take, let them ſeem to be never fo 


probable, will never avail, whiles this is 


nefleted.. Sin will blow up the ſtrong- 


ett. Fortifications, and: turn the edge of 


the beſt tempered weapons, take away 
the: vigour of the - moſt couragious ſpi- 


res, and turn the moſt mature coun». 
Fels : into 


tooliſhneſs. Fehu 1ſpake the. 
truth co bim who demanded, #s.i# peace ? 
2 King. 9.22, Wyaat peace ſo long as 

he 


open to his Judgments : his Holineſs, . 
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the Whoredams of thy mother Fexabel, and 
her Witchcrafti are ſo many? we are told, 
in Prov. 21. 30, there. is no wiſdom, nor 


|| anderſtanding , nar counſel: againſt. the Lord. 


Now all theſe counſels are againſt him, 


| by which men deviſe to fortifie againſt 


the threatnings of Gad, and reſolve ſtill 
to retain theſe ſins, for which he brings 
his Judgments upon a revolting people, 
God himſelf therefore makes 1ut a de- 
mand of them, Jer. 5c 7.. how ſhall I par- 
don thee for this? &c. and this 15 the di- 
retton which he giveth them, as that. 
which is alone like to ſucceed ; viz. to 
put away their ſins, and return to their God. 
again ; this is the beſt pridence, becauſe ' 
there 1s a promiſe af good made -unto it, 
whereas all ath2r courſes are threatned, 
whiles this is negleted; Jer. 7. 3, 5. 4: 
meud your ways aud yaur doings, and I will 
cauſe you to dwell in. this place, &c. Hence - 
there a-e none that can do any kindgnels 
to ſuch. a people, but thoſe who_thus do : 
hereupon God fo upbraids thoſe - Paltors, 


| Jer. 23. 22 if they bad ſtood in my counſel, 


and bad cauſed my people to bave beard my.. 
words, then they ſhould have turned then 
from their: evil ways. = t 


$5. The Peril of the + 
F- And-there are uſually me peculi- 


ar fins which God' bringeth his Judg- 
ments for, and hath a ' ſpecial aim at. 
True, when God'draws up an Indifment 
againſt a people, he puts a great many: 


articles into it, as in Ezek. 22, bur yet 


there is fomething particular that he 


{ . hears upon, as that which is leading to 
* the other: -and fo carries a more aggrava- 
ted provocation in it. There are . the 


cauſes and the beginnings of an Apofta.- 


ſy, which are not only fins themſelves, 
but are chargeable as leading the way to 
all the reft, When God cometh to root 
a people ip for their fins, they.are grown 
to the height of provocation,” as 2 Coron, 

36. 14, 75. he uſed means to reclaim 
them, ti]! there was no remeay 3 but other 


Judgments of his do often .come upon 


places, when iniquity is not arrived to 


ſuch a prodigious height ; and ſonſetimes. 


God chargeth one, 'and fomerimes- ano- 


ther as the leading evil, thus Ha: 57.17. 


for the iniquity of his Covetcouſneſs I wat 
wroth with him; and in. 2 'Sam..2T. begin, 
the Famine is ſaid to. be ior Sauls fiazing. 


*® 


$e Gibeamites, © 


< 


6, Hence: 
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li- | 6. Hence. without obſeryation men 
8g- || cannot. do their duty in this regard, Un- 
it. N lefs we know what is the , provocation, 
nt | we ſhall not underſtand what is the in-, 
Y ' | ſtant duty. that God requires of us; the- 
ct ſins muſt be found out, Þ fore they Call ; 
eff be particulaily provided againſt, and ,be. - 
0 Þ ſuitably: repented of, and turned . trom, : 
2- || and fo the.proper means .be uſed for: the: . 
'& |} putting of them away: and how ſhall} 
a- ff this be. but. upon obſervation and. 
S, || ſearch ? and that by takihg notice what - 


0 f are the commands of God, and the - 
Xt | Rules. of his word ; and. viewing. the, 
n Þ frame and pradtice of men, generally, & :- 
» | comparirg them herewithal? and here- . 
I F upon want of conſideration is. a thing 
T | which God looks upon as'a_ great aggra- 

1 | vation of their ſins, and ..chargeth them 

0 || with ſtupidity an the: account of it, Ia, x.. 
'S | 3. 229. people; dath not; 245 wet Jer. 8. 6. 
” | 12 124n repented_of., bis. wigkedneſs, [ame - 
'« | what have I done 2 and when God tath - 
: I a controverſy with them, he invites them 
! to.confaderation, Hag. x. 5. #ow therefqgre 


lus. [asth, the, Lord, conſider nour W9)s 
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' + #7, Formality, attended with denying || D 

the power of Godlineb, is the firſt bad | If 
Symptom in 4 profeſling & peo + we have | w 
obferved, that Apoſtaly from a fair pro-' | th 
feflion is not wont to be all ar once, Tg te 
it hath its gradual fteps, and may have | of 


= ntahy removes before tt comes te the I] ar 


t : But'all Apoſtaſy beginneth with: || k 
MS cfoa of the rs and vigour of” || th 
Grace in-men. So that whatſqever  will' | th 
be'an argument to. diſcover mens decli. | O 
ning from what they ſometimes main, J it 
tained, will atfo give evidence to their fe 
| | denying of the-power ; it being of it he 
{elf a praQtical, contradiftion of that -pics: | W 
fl ty which men'would have the world: to || 
believe, that they do ſi neezely profeſs. tl 


_ Here then er'us take '# brief proſpea "| © 
of the frame and'gehins of this. people on || 0! 
this account 3 ; and for; our help'in-this Np! 
necefſary*Quty? tet me offer! at the fol-' 
lowing remarks. * " | FU 


- 2. That there 4" Forgs 0 Gi: a-” 
mong ts," bro has at's [rake ihe 
a: of a On? in either of the ſenſes 

| | before 


— KTimes Diſplaped. 3: 
before obſerved in the explication of the: 
Dodrine, and it will appear. to be fo. 
xd | If we look upon'it- as intending an ot» 
ve || ward ſpecies, ſhew or pretence, whether the 
o-' || thing it felf be fincere, or: only in-pre- 
ut || tence ; it is certain that the generality 
7e || of this people do give it out, that they 
16 fare the people of God, that they ac- 
th | knowledge him, to. be their Soveraign, 
of | that they are engaged in his-Service, and 
lt | that they do. ſtand up: for the Goſpel 
i. | Ordinances-and Order. Qr if we take 
1 Þit for the Rele that men declare \them- 
r || elves to be under the obligation of 5 we 
it || have a ſound confefſim- of the Faith, which 
co: || we declare that we adhzre unto; and are 
o | | not a little zealous for the, uphelding of - 
thoſe Ordinances which-Chrift hath  In- 

| fiituted in his Goſpel ; cheſe things: are: 

Q © || evident, and pofiibly there may be more 
n [of this among us, than in moſt other 
i5 | places. | 


2, But the great enquiry is, whether 
there be not too. much of a general de- 
nying of the power. of it ? God torbid. 
that any diſcouragement ſhould be offer- 
ed to thoſe who are ſerious and watchiul 

VE Chriſtians 


90 The Peril | of - the 
Chriſtians, A. hearts are-truly fet for 
the Glory of :God, and the: promoting 
of:/his intereſt: and let'-it be ' the eneon: 
_Fagement of alb-ſuch,: that if there - be 
but'a few names in a degenerate Sardis, 
God doth not overlook them, nor will | 4 
he' forgee them. - See how . comfortably. ſj; 
| he ſpeaks to-fuch, - Rev. 3. 4. hou haFt ay 
few, names-even'in Sardis, that have not de tf 
filed their. garments, and they ſhall walk g 
with me in white, for they are worthy, fg 
But:if. the other . frame be grown tooff 
general and prevailing, the Symptoms are if , 
bad ; and let vs remember, that there ſo 
are many diſcoveries which may be] 
made of fuch- a fſpiric, which, though Þſ , 
they are not all found in. every ons, yet} x; 
if they are found diſtributively, andff js 
| fpread generally, it will amount to the f © 
| © thing that we are enquiring aſter. When} , 
God chargeth a -people. in. this. regard, n 
he doth not always ſay you are all thus & | 6 
fo, but ſuch are found in thee, ſee Ezek. il v 
22, 7, &c. and: is it not too much thus ff jj 
with us ? Whence elſe is it, that there || 
are ſuch things as. itheſe-that follow, to (j 
be obſerved. | | 


I. That 
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x. That there is ſuch a prevalency. of 
ſo maty immoralities among. Profeſſors ? 
I confeſs that ic muſt” be granted, that-- 
in the beſt times, and - in places where 
the power of Godlineſs is moſt flouriſh- 


ing, there have been, and-will be thoſe 
that have not the fear of God before 
"| their eyes: there were ſo in the times : 
of the greateſt. Reformation that we read 

of in the 'Book of God. In this world 


we muſt expe& that Wicked men will be 
mixed with the Godly, and fuch as will 
dare to ſhew their wickedneſs in their 


| Lives, and not be afraid 'ro Tranſgreſs in + 


a Land of Uprighineſs. But when ſuch 
are not countenanced, but due teſtimony 
is born azainſt. them ; when they are 


| contemned in the places where they live, 


and a note of infamy and ſcandal js put 
upon them ; tEis will not bs_ charged 
on ſuch a people for ApoFaſy : © But - 
when ſuch ſins grow frequent, and thoſe 
that have taken on themſelves a name 
of being- Religious, begin to indulge 
themſelves herein ; and men that allow 
themſelves in” fach things are not: Re-. 
proached for it, but are in as good Credie 

es as 


2 The Pexil of the 
" the bets then becoines a bad ſymp: 
_ a 0 _ we? = times utanyg > 
Ing ar lous, Mauch more when. luch}; 
as ee Tal undertake; to raftify. and 
pattonize ſuch things : and- are there 
not fad . complaints mide on this ac 
count ? I ſhall here inſtance only iq 


| fome that are more notorious. Are net bi 
| Gods Sabbath wofully, negle&ed ? Hol, 


little care is there uſed in. making offi 
due preparation for then ? How wotully 
can fuch as would be eſteemed Godly, 
encroach 'upon holy time, and be en 
paged... either in ſecular buſineſs, or in 
yain Company, and poſliby in publicity; 
honſes, when they ſhould be at home, 
in their Cloſets, or wich theic- Families, 
SanQifying of Gods day, and ſhewing 
of the Honourable efteem they. have' for it ? 
And I am well fſatisfyed, that. where th 
ftri& Obſervation of Gods Sabbath is loſh, 
there the Power of Godline(s is gone. How 
much complaint is there made of wo: 
ful D:ſhoneffy in their dealings, practiſed 
by fuch as can talk high of their Relj 
gion ? How many fallacious tricks chey 
canulſe in their Commerce ? How deceit: 
full intheir Labour ? How falſe to tub 
| ws wor 
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words and promiſes ? as if diflembling 
"Band lying were no reproach -to the. 
name of Chriſtians, How many . Intern 
perate Church Members are there reported 
"Ito be, who ſpend their precious time in 
 Efrequenting Publick Houſes, and keeps» - 
Jing of looſe and lewd Company? who- 
can come to the Lords Table on the Sab- 
'Sbath, and wrong themſelves by exceffive 
Drinking on the week days ? How,much 
Animoſity, Contention, and implacable bit- 
ternels of Spirit, breaking. forth- in inde- 
"cence words and carriages, between fuch 
as are bound in the ſtrongeſt Evangelical 
ties to Lowe one another, and meekly to bear 
with - each others infirmities? flow mich 
raiſing, ſpreading, and -receiving of Sla-- 


INSY ders and Defamations one of another ; com 


trary to that Charity which _ cpght to 
' Cover a Multitude of ſins? Theſe, and a 

great many more of like natare, which 
might have been added, fo far as they 


WTF ſpread ' and prevail, and begin to grow 


"| common, are an ill Omen ;- forgthey 
' are indiſpucable denials of the power 

of Godlinefs,. at leaſt-in the vigour-of it, 
in thoſe who are Guilty of them, for 
that teacheth men-to Live Soberly, Righte- 
ouſly and Godly, . Sa 


94 The Peril of 'the 
- 2. That there is ſo little Sycceſs of thi 
Goſpel, notwithſtanding the clear dilpenſaſ 
tions of it that are enjoyed among. ul 
The Gofpel is theGreat inſtrument which 
God hath ſeen meet to make uſe of, 
both. for the fowing of the ſeeds of Godſi 
linefs 'in the hearts of men, in the great 
work of Converſion, and for the ſtrength 
ening & eſtabliſhing of it where it is alres 
dy ſown: & this efficacy it will have whet 
it becomes the power of God to SAwatin in 
men,as we are told it 15,7 all- that believr, 
Rom 1.16.TrueGodlineſs diſcovereth it ſel 
in. a Cordial compliance wich the Got 
. pell inits deſigns, which are theſe : and 
when theſe fail, and the work of Cor 
verſion and edification are at a ſtay, it 
is 'a ſign that Piety is 'gone to decay: 
and the more plenty God. affords. to a 
People of theſe means ; and the more of 
. Tight and hife they are diſpenſed withal, 
-the more notorious - is this ſymptcm, 
What there bath been enjoyed amanghl. 
us upon this account, God knows, 'andi 
this people alſo ſhall be made ro know 
Zhat there have been Prophets ameng them, 
How fewthrough Ccnyerſions are to. be 
4 - , obſerved; 
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' obſerved ? How ſcarce and feldom ? Men 
of theo from Ordinance to Ordinance, and 
penſaſlthat from year to year, and it - may be 
g. ulthey are ſometimes a little touched, a- 
vhicwakened, affeted, and make ſome ſtir 
ſe olfior a.while ;| but-how few are there who 
Godfre effecually and throughly turned from 
8&reaſin-to God ? It is to be hoped that there 
ngthflare. more-than we know of; this work 
alrelof God is Secret, - and in ſome it is 
whenlwrought without a noiſ2 : however, this 
00 108 is a certain -obſervation which may fſafe- 
lievly be made, that where there is no out- 
ic fellſÞ ward Converſion, Charity hath no ground 
Goſſſto proceed upon, to. believe that there 
and is an inwerd one ; for, wete the heart 
Don lavingly changed; that would inflaence 
y, 1tÞ and alter the life. Yea, were .men- but 
Cay :* pricked at their bearts under the Ordinan- 
to afſ:ces that they frequent, they would cry 
e ofl-out for help and direction, . and we 
hal. ſhould . hear of them : So that if mn 
cm NU take a great deal of delight in the means 
ongfl.of Grace, and yer can bs content with- 
and out ſetling a ſaving intereſt in. Chriſt, 
nf who is preſented and offered: to: them 
bem. therein, it ſaith that they are ſe:led an a 
form. without the power ;.it is a fad 
| camplaint 


Pd 


: | 
- 96 Perk! of the | 
LIPS... - the Church. maketh in, 
Iſa, 64. 7. There is none that calleth on th 
vame, i that ſtirreth himſelf np ta take hol} 0 
#7 thee. And may not there be foundf] i! 
Juſt reaſonto revive it in this day ? And}! 
how liztle is there to be diſcerned of aff ir 
growing Grace, in them.. who pretend toſſ| v 
have . experienced 'a work of Converſionff ti 
in them ? ' Grace is of a thriving nature} «: 
wherm it is indeed Planted in a good heart ff 
made fo by the operation of the Spirit; 
and more eſpecially when it is planted by 
many Waters ; when it hath plenty fff 
fuitable means afforded to it, and thef[I 
Spirit of God influencing them : and itſſ v 
men did .lavingly profit by the Goſpel ſſ 7 
would it not make ſome diſcernible dil-J| :, 
coveries of it feclf ? would there be nof r: 
iroies by which it might be judged toff'y 
thrive ? and yet what do many, whoſ ]; 
have had all manner of helps afforded} j 
them in Gods Yimeyard, for a great many} 1 
years; and that have uſed much dili-J-4 
gence 1n their outward attendance upon j it 
' them, more than they did at firſt ? do 
they' not ſeem rather to grow downward 
than upward, to have loit rather than 
gained ? did they not ſeem to expref 
- MOIv 
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more of life, vigour, watchfulneſs oyer 
themſelves, endeavour to. walk worthy 
bollfÞ of the Gofpel, when they: firſt fat” one, 
undfl then they, do now-? do not the things 
And that formerly looked lively and flouriſh- 
ing, now languiſh, and appear as'if they - 
were ready to expire ? whereas we are 
told, in Prov.i4. 18. the path of the juſt is _ 
as the ſhining light, - which ſhineth more ana 
more unto the perfet? day, . | 


F 


2. That ſo miny grow weary of Chrift's 
- off joke, and ſe:k for more. /izerty, The 
theſ'Lord Jeſus Chriſt hach provided 'a yoke, 
\ i} which he requireth - all that will be his 
pel, ſl Diſciples to take tpon them, Mat.:x1. 29. 
Gill take 29 joke upon you 5 and for our encou- 
no ragement he hath told-us that ic 1s eaſie, 


| tofliy.ric 30. 1) yore is eaſie, and my burden is - || 


vhoſſ lizh: ; and it is certainly -fo. to all thoſe 
ded] in waom there is the power of Godli. 
any nels; The Apoſtle tells, us,'1 Joh. 5-3. 


Jil - bis Commandinents are not grievous 3 nay, . 


pon it is ſo far irom being fo, that David | 


doſ crizth our, PAal.'119. 97. 0h, 'bow 1 love 
ardY':by Law ! It is burdenſome only to the 
nan cxrnal and corrupt part in man; and 
when ic becomcth intollzrable- to any, 

| \-=B « this 
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-hath taken off the heavy yoke of the 


| - not Serve Chriſt, unleſs they may live 


Servant in his Fam'ly. But then cher} 
.is a peculiar yoke of Chriſt, which he 


 _ Jubraic themſelves unto, viz. the Diſc 
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' On to all the' Orders and Ordinances 0 
.the Goſpel. But alas'/ how many ar 
there who cry out, What, ® wearineſs i 
-# ? that ſeek to pluck 6p the hedge 
- and .remoye -the wal} that Chriſt or” 


98 The Peril of the 

this ſaith that they are ki 4 corrupt, 
| That which is connatural wi!l: not be 
.burdenlo me, .angl love will make 'eyery 
thing which it embraceth, eaſy. * Chriſt 


| Fewiſh Ceremonies, of which Peter ' ſaith, 
Ads I5--T0. wither we, nor -our father, 
were able to bear it. But he hath not iſ: 
charged them that are under the Goſpd]ſ 
Covenant from duty and fſubjzRion 
 Eofpel Liberty is far another thing from 
licentiouſneſs, When therefoie men wil 


as they -liſt, and without 'any control * 
they may - indeed talk of his Service 


- bat in. truth they deny 'it : and no 


man of prudence -will entertain ſuch 


demands of all Chriſtians that they 


pline which he hath appointed to bt 
diſpenſed im his Church, and a ſubjedi 


i Rn Ars. ih. ad as. as ai. 
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ſet about his Vineyard, and lay it open in 
Common ; and if they may not be as. 
Lambs in a large place, will ftand off 
from Communion. with the Churches of 
Chriſt ? How many Religious pretences 
do many rake for their negleting of 
the known duties of the Goſpel, and 
folema Ititutions and Injuncions of - 
Chriſt ? when there is a great deal -of 
reaſon to ſuſpe&, that it is nothing elle 
bne an unwillingneſs to engage them- 
ſelves in the ſtrict ways of Holineſs, and 
bring themſelves under the bonds of the 
Goſpel Covenant, le{t it ſhould lay too fer * 
vere a reſtraint upon thoſe luſts-of theirs, 
which they are refolved not to part 
witt.al, whatſoever cometh of it : where? 
as were there the power of Godlineſs 
in them, and did they feel, and 'bewail 
the deceitfulneſs,- and unrulinefs- of the 
carrupt part in them, they would glad- 
iy come und:r the moſt potent obligati- 
ons to Holineſs, and reckon it fo far 
Ss from being an jury, that it is their real 

priviledge to be faſt bound to the ways 
os L206 |. 2 

4. That there is fo much of Contemps 
-calt upon the Goſpel Miniſtry ; The Lord 
E 3. Jelus 
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| + Jeſus Chriſt hath a A a Miniſtry 
| . for the outward Dilpenſaior of his Goſ- 
| .:pel unto men, and for the promoving of || 

|  Godlinefs among them ; and hath made 
! 7 it atrordinary 'neceſſary medium to this 
# :. great end,-according to that, Rom.16.14, 
| How ſhall they believe in whom they have 
i -219r beard ? and bow - ſhall they bear without 
| -- & Preather ? and how ſhall be Preach exc:qt 
i - Ze be ſent ? and for this reaſon, - there is 
| 2 good eſteem to. be had for this Ord; 
_ + nanceOt his,by all that would approve them- 
ſelves pious. It is true, there is a differ- 
- ence to be: acknowledged between the 
_ work it ſelf, and-the perſons that are em- 
; ployed in-it- "As to the perſons in. the 
Miniſtry ; though it be ſcarccly--probas 
| ble that men 'ſhould profit by their Mi: 
_ -Niſtration, whiles they deſpiſe their per: 
: Tons, or entertain a- low and a baſe e- 
ſeem for them, and therefore it is ſaid 
- of the better times, 1/a.'52. 7. how beanti 
| - Ful are-the feet of bim that bringeth good 
| - Tidings, that. pabliſhetb peaze.? Rec. yet cer 
"tainly when God kath pur them in this 
| Service; and hath* made them both wiſe 
 - and faithful in the diſcharge ot their 
- «Work, they are to be well accounted þ- 
| | for 
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whole counſsI of God to men, makes them 


in his language, 1 King. 22. 8, 1 bate'bins, 


charge, had rather live without a Mint- / 


n 
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but noiſe and nonſenſe ; and thoſe that 


ter to negle& . their. attendance on the -. | 
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for their works ſake, When therefore. 
their zeal for the. gory of God, and-. 
their fidelity in not ſhunning to dectare the 


to beſc rnd and reproiched, it bodes 
il : and ſach carriages to them; ſpeaks -- 


for he doth not Propheſie .gooa concerning me,. - 
bur exil, Bu: this muſt be confefled, that-. 
the work it felf is an - Ordinance oft - 
Ch:iſt ; and when men grow weary of - | 
th thing, look- upon it; as- a needleſs - 


tt han tn kann cha kiin an of Its - W's” | 


count ſo meanly. of the work it-ſelf, thae*- | 
they think any one fit enough to be em-: | 
ployed in it, who is fo bold as to thrult - } 
himſelf upon it, though he hath - | 
nothing elſe to commend himſelf to it, | 


are both able and faith'ul are deſpiſed; _ | 
as alſo, when men think it no great mat- 


Diſpenſation of the Ordinances by them, : | 
every ſmall occaſion is enough to makes © | 
an excule of, from Coming to the Houſe of | 
God ; or it men do come, and afford | 
their bodily preſence there, yec they- lit- 

E 3. tle. 
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To2 The Peril of - the-- 
| tle regard the Doarines taught, but a 
beſt, carry it like -them, Ezek. 43. 31. 
they bear thy words, but they will not db 
them, &c: If they reprove ſin, and come 
loſe to-their darling Juſts, they are el 
ther enraged at and revile them, or 
ſcorn them ; if they «urge Duty never fo 
clearly and earneſtly, yet if the» like it 
not, they will nct- beti-ve them, nor be 
at the pains of thoſe Bereans, who ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, to ſee whether 1 boſe 
things were- ſo,. As 17. 11. and how 
- much of this nature are we acquainted 


| - Withal ?: 


The looſe. Converſation.of Profeſiors, 
Thi more. ample mens declared Crecds 
are, the more ſcandalous muſt their: li- 
centious Convedation needs be ; bcc uf: 
. they viſibly deny, what verbally ttey 
own.; their Profeflion and their Conver- 
Gation do, in the Conſciences of all men 
direatly contradi& one the oti er. I] am 
yerily perſwaded, that the Name of God 
Tuffers more-by the uncautious Converſa- 
tion, of thoſe- that call. themſelves the 
Children of God, and ſeek the uy 


on of being Saints, than by any others 
in. 
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| Times Diſplayed; Ss 
in- the world ; for theſe pretend, by their: 
lives, to exemplifie the Holineſs required' 


in the Goſpel, and to ſet others a copy of” 


what is a Godly life; according to the 
mind of Chriſt” revealed in his word: - 
and if this be to be Chriſtians indeed, 
may not. the carnal worldlings upbraid' 


them, and ſay as many do, What do theſe 
more than. we ? When all the difference - 


between: the .one and the other, 1s only- 


at their devotions, which the one careful-- 
ly attends, and” the other careleſly neg- 

lets ; but follow them from thence, and- 
obſ:rve their carriages among men, and: 
you ſhall ſcarce, it at all be able to dif-- 


cern which is the Profeſſor, and which is- 


the Profane perſon ; yea, poflibly they: 
will allow. themſelves to-do ſuch things, : 
which the other ſcorns to do. Yiu 
made that the daty of all chat declare. 


themſelves to be his, Eph. 5. 15. fee that 
Je walk circumſpetly, not as fools, © but as: 


wiſe; and Paul could appeal to them on. 


this account, 1 Thel 2. to. you are wit-: 
neſſes, and God alſo; how . holily, and juſtly,” 
and unblimeably we behaved our ſelves a-- 
mong you that believe ; this was-to confirm, 
the power of. Godlineſs, But when 
Hg. . B44 __,ttoſe 


God hath- 


| 
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S light, and of the day, bave fellowſhip with 
| the unfruitful morks of darkneſs, how much 
- do they herein deny that piety . which 
they. talk. ſo much of ? but alas ! how 


how much of the contrary is: to be ſeen? 


afe yet. aſhamed. of him, and afraid to 
B lead another manner of life chan. the. ge 
gl nerality of men. do; but are as prodigal 


8 ous in their talk, and. as obſcene in-their 


they live in,. as paſſianate in their. carri- 
apes as others are ; and have no more 


_ grows:to be a prevailing. and common 

|| diſtemper, it. beſpeaks. the loſs of the vi- 
- gour; of, Religion..3 and a'l mens fair 
| talk; and. pretending to be ot firick prin- 
f ciples,. will not ſalve chem, bit the more 


i ind it 
| er of Godlineſfs is 1o far lot. - 
| -6, The grievous. neglet _ of Family. 


| ' thoſe who call themſelves Children of the. 


little is. this Holineſs praiſed among us ?: 


certainly, where men that profeſs Chriſt, 


in their vain communication, - as licenti- 
BE carriages, as. icady to comply with the. 
. vain' cuſtoms of the times and_ places: 


of the pure Religion and und<fil:d, than. 
is to be. found in Pablicans ; and this. 


diſgrace.them.3 and it {aich that the pow «. 
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Worſhip. There is a Worſhip which is - 
due to God from men ; and it doth nos 
only coneern men perſonally, -but rela« 
tively too; in the ſeveral combinations 
which God hath ordained to be among 
them. The moſt publick Religious -- 
Worſhip_which was at firſt performed - 
by men, feems to have been in Famdliesp- . 
before it came to be attended in- the'.:. 
more open and frequented Aſſemblies; _ 
which is thought to have -begun in the - 
days of Enos, Gen 4. 26. nor..doth the - 
making of this latter a duty now give I 
men a diſcharge from. the former any .* 
more than.that-did from fferet Worſhipe --- 
The principal . parts -of Family : Worſhip, 
are the. Reading of the Scriptures-- and -.: 
Prayer; and the reaſon of it 1s,- becauſe. - 
'every; Governour. of. :a Family i hath-'@ .: 
charge. lying , upon him, to fe ro 'the | 
Religious management. of .it, - that fo 1t--1þ 
may bz a Family: conizerated to Ged. : 
As to Prayer, it is 0i- ic felt--a- piece) of -} 
Natural Worſhip :- and . the light -of na- i 
ture in micer Eeathen,. taught them; -not | 
only to pray to. him whom they accoun- - i 
tea God, but to perlctm it in and with” | 
their Famili.s ;3- end that they- bad--a' | 
- KES'© Worſhip: 4 
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\ Worſhip in their Houſes, is fully teſtified 
in Pagan Antiquity; for this reaſon 
there is ſuch. ap imprecation uſed againſt. 

Familie that call: not on Gods. 
Name, Jer. 10.21. and-it ſhews them to. 
have been guilty of .ſinning againſt the. 


_ the Heathen 


Law given to man at firſt, elle this neg- 


le& would not have laid them open to- 


ſuch a curſe ; and this is certain, that 
Family. which is without their daily joyne 
rayers unto Gad, is an irreligious Fami- 
y, and expoſed to the. dreadful venge- 
ance of Heaven 5 and for men whom 
God hath betruſted with- the care and 
charge of Families, to bring up their 
Children and Servants without prayer; 
is to bring them up in. Atheiſm; and yet 
there 1s. lamentable complaint of this 
neglect even. in this place, where. there 
is ſo much. of conviction offered unto 
men of their duty +. and how many 
have there. been, who, when God hath 
opened their eyes, and given them a 


tiue-fight of things, have bitterly lamen- 


ted themſelves, that they hace lived in 
Prayerieſs Families? and that which ma: 
keth it to be the more doleful, is. chat 
\. they have. not. been the _— , 
ach. 


w 
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ſuch as have made no. profeſſion, bue | 
been openly profane, but of ſuch as have. | 
made an acknowledgment of their Ene | 
gagement. to God, and have before merr - } 
eſpouſed the Goſpel. Covenant, and made 
promiſes to God that they would 'ob- 
ſerve his Commandments to do them. . 
There are ſome who pray not: at all' 

with their Families from one end of the 
year to the. other ; others who it may | 
be on a Sabbath day find a time to pray 
for all che- week.- It Godlineſs had any 
power. in. them, it would- not' be ſo : | 
Their ſenſe. of the. need .of Gods' blet-* 7] 
ſing upan theic Family Aﬀairs ; their” | 
beitet that it is of him to preterve .their” 
Houſes from Deſolation, their Snbſtance | 
irom:; Caſualies, their Families from. | 

miichief ; cheir apprehenſion © of 'the 
need which their Children and Servants-- | 
have of being brought. up in the fear of || 
God, and the danger of their: loſing the: | 

very ſace of Religion, by: ſuch neglects ./| 

as theſe ; yea, the aw of Goes indigna- 


tion for ſuch contempt - offered bim;-. 


would. make them afraid of living ir - | 
the frequent, much moie the conltant - | 
omilliqn , of this duty, , 15 this. grow tor | 

x | be: | 


. 


P_ 


Foes The Perit-of the-- | 

| bea FR... diſtemper in the midſt * of: 

us, it faith, we are departed from God, and- 
5 have juft caufe to look for, ſome fear: Þ| :/ 
1] departure of his froth. us.. Pp 


#7. The woful ;gnorance that prevails a-- |} a 
* mong us.. The knowledge of God, and. ff i 
f of his ways is ſo neceſſary an help.to the || t 
power of. Godlineſs, that the. Word of .}f 
God. frequent'y expreſſzth true piety by. | | 
the knowing..of God: and ungodly | y 
g- men are. often ſtigmatized wich chat. ti-. Þ-1 
8 tle, ſuch as know. not God. It is therefore | t 
g . mentioned. as . a great blefling, when . | 7 
_ God beſtows upon. a people, the means | C 
whereby they may be helped in obtain: | z 
Ing of .this. knowledge, Jer 3 1541 will. v 
give . zou Paſtrs according to mine - heart, ff © 


which ſhall. feed 10u . with: knowledge and || t 
underftanding.. When therefore a. people || < 
enjoy. plenty. of means, and have the || | 
clear Golpel  Diſp:hfations in the midft - | 
of them, and - all manner of adrantages .} 1: 
to: ſtore_ themſelves. with, a. treaſure of | a 
| this knowledge, and-yet-for all ignorance - | 1 
| abounds, and -enicreaſeth among th:im,. | © 
| and that grows to be too general a fault | 1 
with ihem,. which. the Apelile chargeth | 6 


hem: 


- 
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them withal, Heb. 5. 12. when for the 
time ye ought to be. teachers; ye bawve--need - 
r- | that one. teach [you again which be-the f- 
Principles of the Oracles of God ; it faith 
that the life of Religion is much decayed: 


a-. | among them.. If there were .that love. 
d. | for God, which men would be. thought. 
e ff to have in them, they could not but ear- 
!f I neſtly deſire. to have acquaintance with . | 
y. || him, and © that would encourage. them, - | 
y | yea, and ſtimulate them--thanktully. and _ | 
{-. | induſtriouſly to husband ſuch rich oppor- ;| 
e . | tunities as- are .afforded them - for this- ©! 
n . | purpoſe, We are told of ſome who tell | 
s Þ| God, they dejire.not the kuowledge of his « | 
- | a3, Job, 21, 14. and would- we know. | 
s- & who they are, we ſhall  fiad- that. they _ i 
, | are the. wicked; werſe 7, and I fear that:: -j 
; || there will be' a great.many fuch wick- | 
2. cd ones found. upon. ſearch, who. haye -. 
> | but. a little: diſtin knowledge: in the. 
| vary Fundamentals. of the Chriftian- Re-- 
s | iigion; nor do. they ſeek cafer it, bue-- i 
ft | are very well-contenced to live without - | 
> | it ; nor are indeed able to: .dillinguiſh. ; 


bztween .fonnd. Doctrine, and, pernictous 
Error : and I believe. that this will be ag 

tzarſul an indiAment , agatalt this. Land, 
| - | _ AS, 


c_ 
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. as any place in- the Chriftian World ; 
s becauſe there hath been fo much light 


-ſhining in the midſt of us, well may 
God  expoſtulate with us,: as Prov. 17, 
16. Wherefore is there a- price in the hand 
of a fool to get wiſdom, | be hath no 
heart to it ?' and it will be righteous 

with him, if he ſhould; take away this 


* 
4 


light from us, becauſe we. no better 


| - :1mprove It, 


---8, The little favour -of Godlineſs in 


the private Converſation of Chriſtians, 


If there: be a powerful aivity of Grace 


within, ic will certainly break ont 
in the life; and the congue, which is 
the great inſtrument given us to glori- 
fis God withal, will readily make dit- 
covyery -of it-3+ what ſaith he, Plal. 45. 
I. mine" beart -is inditing of good matter, 
my tonge is.as the pen. of a_ ready Wri- 
fer ; and where will this bz more rea- 
dy to difcover it: felf, than in the con- 


| yerſe--of Chriſtians one with -another ? 


theſe: having one heart, and being ll 
bound':one way ; the- heart that is full 
of God, will be like a veſfel that 15 


Th filled with mew Wine. which muſt have | 


VEiJt, 


— mma 
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vetit-. David could not hold long in, 
though in wicked Company, Pſal. 39. - 
2, 3. 1 was dumb, &C, my heart waxed 
bot, 8c. then ſpake I with my tongue. 
But there -is a Communion of Saints ; 
David faith, in Pſa). 119. 63. 1 am @ 
Companion. of all them that fear thee ; 
and he tells/us that all bis delight is in 
theſe, Pal. 16. 3. and why fo ? but be- 
cauſe they are ſuitable for that Com- 
munication which his heart breathes: 
aſter. What made him fo to love A-. 


chitophel whiles he ſeemed to. be God- ; | 


ly ? he tells us, Pfal. 55. 14. we. took * | 
ſweet counſel together ; and we are told,” | 
Mal. 3. 16. that they that feared God; 


ſpake oftew together 5 and' what do we 


think it was that.they difcourfed about * 
An heart that 15 filled'- with Grace, is 
then in. its element. when the man- is 
diſcourſing about the. Kingdom, and 
the affairs of that 3 hence we- have that 
advice, Eph. 5. 18, 19. be filled with the 
ſpiri, ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, 
&c When thereiors Profeflors, either 
ſhun the company of. the Godly, ard 
ſeek intimacy with -vain- perſons; or 
when they come together, ſpend their 


(UNY, Þ| 
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22+ The Pet 
he, either in vain, fooliſh, and hurt- 


ful diſcourſes, or at beſt about the at- 
fairs of this world, and not one war- 
ming word- about the concerns of their 
Souls and Eternity, it Taith that there 
wants the power” of Godlineſs ; if cheir 
treaſure Were in heaven, their hearts 
would be there too ; and if fo, -they 
would delight: to- be talking of their 


own Country, and the glorious things 
of that: whereas it is too notorious, 
that ſuch. Conferences are very rare; 
and let a ſerious Chriſtian begin rehem, 


and he ſhall find the moſt to be filent 


| about-them, and look as-if they were put. 


out of their Element ; but, it we divert 


to worldly affairs, or idle Stories and: | 


Slanders, - they : are full of matter, If 


Godly Communication be burdenſome. 


eo) us, it . plainly ſaith that-our ſhew of 


Godlineſs is but a ſhew, and. ha.h no. 


ite in it... 


9. The-bad Symptoms. that are upon | 
the Riſing Generation, it hath been a. 


frequent oMſervation, that it one Gene- 
ration begins to decline, the- next that 


followeth uſually grows. worſe, and 1. 
: M_ . O22, 


- 
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on, till God poureth-out bY Spirit gat? 
upon them z and for the moſt part ſome 

defolating Jadgments- intervene» .- Thus . 
it was with 1/rae] ſoon after they. came - 
into Canaan, Judg. 2. ro. there aroſe ano- 

ther Generation, 2which knew not the Lord; 
and then, verſe 14, rhe. anger of the Lord 

45 hot againſt 1ſrael, 8c. The decayes- 
which we_ do already languiſh- under, 

are fad, and what tokens are there on_ - 
our Children that it 1s like to be better. 
hereafter? we are. going off, and they 
are coming apace on the Stage, and the-. : 
management of. the great. concerns of 

Religion will in alitle time be  devol- 
ved upon them ;. and what aſpe& hath - 


this upon it in the obſervation of ſerious-. 


Souls ? . God be thanked, that there are: 
ſo many among th:m that promiſe well, 


6 the Lord add to, and greatly  en-- 
I creaſe their. number ; But alas, how doth 


vanity, and a fondneſs after new. things - 
abound among them ?-how do young- 
parſOns grow. weary of the {t:i& profel-- 
ſon of- their tathers,- and become ſtrong - 
diſputants *tor thoſe things which their 

Progenitors forſook a pleaſant Land- for 
the. avoidance of, and that not only for 

: themſelves, . 


=_ 
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themſelves, but that their poſterity might 


be, removed from- the. temptations of ? 
- Betides, it is-almoſt a general complaint 


of Family Governours, that their Chil- 


dren and Servants. are weary of the, 
yoke, ard are not willing to be under 


their Command, or oblerve the good 


order in the Family. which they require. 
them to attend: that they are in combi-. 
nation one with another, and do j>yn. 


hand in hand in refuſing. of that:ſubjeRi- 
on which they owe to their Supertours, 
and debauching of themſelves with their 
' night revels, and meetings ih bad houſes, 


to drink and game :.,they force the reins. 


into. their necks, and. will . be no. way 


- curbed in.from their exorbitances ;. and. 


theſe alſo the Children - of Godly Pa- 
rents, and ſuch as have been carefully 


and reliziouſly Educated, and many a 


time ſolemnly charged wih tears and 


earneſt adjurations, to Serve the God of 


their Fathers with a. perfef heart, and a 


willing mind, and warned of his fearful 


departure. from them if they do not. 


How far this decay is to be imputed. to. 


the negle& of Family Governours, either 
in a prudent managing of their authori- 
ep : : _ 


— 
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ty, Or in a carefil ſetting of a good and 
holy example before their Families, is a 
matter of awful conſideration ; for. cer- 
tainly they are ſorely affliged in this 
matter, and ought to judge themſelves 
upon th? account ;- however, this plainly 
diſcovereth that the life of Religion is 
panting and gaſping among us. 


Iz The inefficaciouſneſs of Gots ſe- 
vere Jadgments, 'The Judgments which 
God brings upon a profeſling people, are 
witnefles of great decays in God!ineſs, 
for tpat is even the conmroverly which he 


manageth- by them. But when theſe 


Judgments come upon a people, and are 


o:ten repeated, and God folioweth them 
with a long ſeries thereof, and they are : 
breiſ:d, and broken, and brought excee- 
ding low by them, and yer they do not 
work to the. declared} end of them; 
which is to reclaim them- from. their 
li't!efsnefs. and to quicken them to ex-+ 
preſs the vigour and power of: Grace, but 
they are ſtupid and fottiſh children, and 
do not lay to Heart .thele Diſpenſztions 


\ of his, as he complains, Iſa. 42. 25. be 


poured. on him the fury of his anger ; and it . 
- NE | bath. 


- 
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bath ſet him- on fire round about, yet -be 


knew not. and it burned him, yet be laid it | 
- 20t-f0 heart ; yea, when God complains 


as one that. is weary of correfting them; 


2nd upon.it. threatens to leave off, be- | 


caule it 15 fruitleſs, and there is no good 


cometh: of it, as Iſa. x. 5. Why. ſnould: you 
be ſmitten any more? ye will revolt more þ; 
and more, Hol, 4.17: Ephraim is joyned 

| to-his Idols, Jet bims alove. This 15 a token 
that'the power is-not only decayed, but 
expired ; and let us make diligent enqui: | 


Ty upon this acccunt ; we have been-for 


: þ- | Faklaly My eva » nall=xA TIN LID LES TE PR 
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which hrve been brought upon us, and 
waſted us ;.: there: have beeti many of Þ 


them, and they have been continued : 
GodHhath manifeſtly witneſled:his Anger 


and our Apoſtaſy by them 3 and he hath 


waited long in the way of bis fudgments, 


for our Repentance ; and after: all he. 


hath changed the courſe of liis Providence 
: to usward, and hath again reſtored us 
_ to peace and plenty, and afforded large 


 mealures of health among us: but it is 
_- fill a folema enquiry to be made by us, - 


viz whether Gods holding back his cor- 


reting hand, & opening of his 
$5 | | =... Ba; 
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hand torus, be becauſe he - is - reconciled 
to us, 'or becauſe "his patience is wearied 
f wich our inſenſibleneſs of, and ſtupidity 

under his: judicial -diſpenfations ' :; if it 
"| be the former,-all is well, and we may 
abundantly -rejoyce'in it ; - but if it be 


-” 


| the hatter, there is then a fad + prognoftick © 
'in'it, "Well, this may ſoon be determi- 
ned. "What oi the power of Godlineſs 
45 recovered among us by all this ? nay, 
| what -outward Refcrmition '1s - there 
' | wrought by it? or are we not "more 
ſtupid and ſenſclefs.under al? let us not 
*2ccount theſe-remarks to be trifles, or 


things not worthy our enquiring after ; 


F but let us be ferious in-our obſervation ; 


and if ic be thus we -may be fare that 


we live in perilous times,and may by thus 
|| doing obtain the character -of Prudeny, 
for we-are told, Prov. 27. 12, #be prudent 
| foreſeeth the evil, RNS 0 OO 


p 


2, Let us make this Trial upon a-perſo- 


-nal account. © Let every one of_ us apart 


prove himſelf by this 'Rale, and-ſee how 
11s with him in this regard; whether 
we have the power of Godlineſs accom- 


'Panying, *or have only taken '\up' with - a: 


form. 


\ x1) The Peril of the 


form or ſhew of it;z-and this alſo is a 


| Matter of no ſmall importance, for, 54 
| LS A! 
| Conſider, 'Ve 


 F. Te higbly concerns every ſerious 
ooul, in perilous times, to ſecure himſelf. 
It is true, every one, as he 45 a Member 
_of the Bcdy, ought to do his utmoſt for 
the fafety of the whole, for if the body 
ſaffer, he muſt expe& to have a ſhare in 
it, which will: be grievous; yea, and 
will be peculiarly. fo to his conſcience, if 
he hath nct done his endeavour to pre 
vent it; and we obſerved, that there i 
.. no Chriſtian, but hath , more or leſs ol 
advantage, in his place, to-do ſomething 
that way. But yet fomerimes all that be 
can*do will not avail'; Iniquity will 2|,. 
bound, and perils will grow on apacGe. 
Now there is a- prudence which. he ouglt 
to uſe, in ſeeking to ſave himſelf ; and 
- for that end to take the obſervation 0 


_ the, hazards which the publick 1s expoſel 1 
. toy to awaken him to this duty, acc 
ding to the forecited, Prov. 27. 23. tf 
prudent. foreſeeth the evil and bideth bim- F 


_ ſelf. It was Noaks .great wiſdom, that 
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he took the warning of the approaching 


Flood, and provided himſelf with an 
Ark againſt it came, whereby he was ſa- 


'yed, when the world was drowned in a 


deluge, Heb. 11. 7. God therefore in- 
vites his peculiar ones, to get into their 


'Chambers before fuch a time, Tfa. 26. 


20, Come- my people, enter thou into thy 
Chambers, hide thy ſelf, til/ the indignation 
be over paſs. 


2 The Apoſtaly, which denotes the 
times tobe perilous, is latd in dividuals. 
The reaſon why the power of - Godli- 


neſs decays in any. place, is becauſe it 
-doth'fſo in this, and that, and the other 


particular perſon, and by this means. it 


comes to be generally fo: So that if 
"every one in particular would carefully 


ſee to himſelf, and to his own heart-and 
life, and endeavour to berupright with 


God, and put away bis own” fin, there || 


woutd be a general reformation,-and Re- 


ltigion would again flouriſh in the vi:als 


of it, He then who would keep him- 
ſelf free, and not be guilty ef” contribu- 
ting to the publick ſtock, and-j/izzg up of 
the Ephab, muſt take care of himleli, = [ 


*% 


<L2 eril of t 
on he Bert the muſt ſand 


ito It that he be not involved in th 
.fins-of the times, which : render thenhre: 
perilous: and he hath the ' more- neq Ft 
of caution - and \reiolation on this 
-count -when ſuch fins..grow commer 
and there are a great .many' of evil ex * 
. amples that -invite'- him to a comple. 
*ANnCce.z on this account we have _thae, 
precept; Exod. 23. 2. rheu ſhalt-not fologg. 
a muliitude to do evil, T8 
NEED 4 
2. There is 4 cemmon intereſt-ighe. 
publick . Caiamities which ſuch timgqun 
bring, which is unavoidable. EveiyC 
-man as he is a - member of the wholgnd 
and hath his outward concerns in thiſſiff 
-life involved with them, -cannot but tpetv 
touched and afflited with -the -eviſes | 
 which- come upon the places they livfd- 
420; and will, without -doubt, feel- mucÞ, £ 
of the ſmart of them : and God:is noÞÞ tl 
fo be charged with wrong: dealing in- hm 
Providence, by ; reaſon” of this, -becaulfs | 
| herein che treats with them as a Commpthe 
nity, ; than which manner of treatmenſ} « 
there 4s nothing more. agreeable © to thFcar 
<COmman Kenitments, ci humane reaſonfea 
| an 
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" fd is therefore practiſed, and juſtified a- Fo 
thhong men. '+1f War,*-Sickneſs, Famine, |. + 
henhreak' in upon! a. people, the good aswelbi- 
nze$:the bad will feel the! trouble::of- Ie.z - 
; adqhe-thought © whereof is a good *incentive: 
noſÞ us all to do-our beſt to preveric them:$: - 
end if they come, it .ſhoyld.engage us-to_. 
nplſe humble under-them z Lence.haw dath 
thahe Prophet-reſent fucks: aytime 4- Jer. 4. 
:l,ogg. my bowels, +ny ered; ohm paved as, 
þy heart, &0, $49 td ene 
4 There is yet a way to:keep clear of 
t- ihe ſins of the timgs which-prafwoke God to 
imqiing ſuch Calamitzh38&:outat doubtiever 
very Chyid of Gcd is concerned to think of .. 
10nd endeavour it; There willbe atvaſt 
thiſifference in tfis Soul, or- inward man, 
t tþctween being accuſed by  our-Conſtiens 
eviges in this regard, that-w'ttiave coantribus _ 
livkd-to them, and -haying a: witne with- _ - | 
nucÞ, that we have maintaines, bur integrityg 
; noÞ the midſt of all the; evilexamples,& 
1 þEmptatiohs offered us to-allure us from 
-auſf ; that we have ſtood our ground, when 
»m|hers have quicted their. poſt, Certain- 
en, a: {ſedate fſpirit-then, will- help us to 
chþcar up under all that we:encounter,with 
\ſofeeat trarquilicye -It is the Plalmiſts de- 
anf TS mand, 


- 
_— 


v.44 


72, Tho 'Perff of the © 
| -mand, 'Plal. xx. 3. 5f- the - foundations be 
| "Whellprovertbrown, what bat * ther righteous 
. mandens ? {o fome.: Tranſlations read.it ; 


-of:itiz andiit-was no fmall_ inward relief 
| to:;thols-pivus ones, -who could in a dif: 
| -mally- dark time, make that appeal, Pal. 
$457; 28. Att-this ts come uporr us; yet 
:Dazre -we- wot for 


} mot turned back, neither bave our fteps decli- 
" med from thy way. Surely then, every one 


that: fears God; and ſtudieth þis own beft 


\._ 5- 'And God hath ſome ſpecial favours 
; In reſerve for them that thus do 3 though 


| ;yet-thereis a diſtinguiſhing diſpenſation 
| -of Gods Providence: towards theſe at ſuch 
a time,'thongh there. be much of his holy. 


\. Who have been guilty of the Apoſtaly, 
' -doth.aot- always appear to the common 
\ view.: Sometimes God ſtrangely. preſerves 
| -themiin times wherein his Judgments are 
+ <diſpenkd among their people ;-thole great 
LE — © _- priviledges 


| -9.4.hethath kept himſelf from-the blame. 


Ban gotten 'theg, neirher have we 
| —_— Har ce oa 's 0ur beart. is: 
ac 


| Intereſt; wi take heed-40 himſelf.in this 
they -may* meet with: much ot trouble, 


Soveraignty aRted- in it, & the difference : 
| which he puts between theſe, ahd thoſe: 


"— 


2 --» 0 we » & 


—_ 
| A 
- 


© PaAayT 3s ny 


ther ſhall thine eyes behold the evil that 1 
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priviledges engaged to them that fear 
God, mentioned, in-Pſal. 91. do belong: 
to ſuch as theſe, and when it. is.belt for 
them, they ſhall experience them. - We: 
find that in order to the aſtoniſhing de- 
ſiruion which - God: would bring upon 
Feruſalem, there mult be a mark for pre- 
ſervation ſet upon ſome; and. we are 
told who they are, and what a chargeis 


| given concerning it, Ezek. 9. 4. The Lord ; 


ſaid unto bim, go through the midſf* of - the' 
City, through the midſt. of Teruſalem, and - | 
a mark uyon the forebeads of the men that 


| 7h; and that cry tor all the abominations Ml 


that be done in the mink of it. We have: 
accardingly fpecial pfomiſes made to 

ſuch 3 to Baruch, Jer: 45.5. thy bife will 

I give thee for a prey ; to Ebedmelech, Chap. | 
29, I6,17, 18, Sometimes God mercifule - 

ly cakes them away from the evil that is: 
coming, and they are lodged ſafe: in ”- 


| heaven before hand, Ifa. j7 F. the Righ-' 


| feous is taken away from t 


evil t0 come. 

and chus God accompliſhed his promiſe ' 
to Godly Foſiab, 2 Chron. 34: 28. 3how . 
ſhalt bo: gathered to 45 fathers in peace, nei-' 


will bring upon this place ; and. Jometimes, - 
" 8 - - yea, 


_ 


——_— — — 


 T24 {he Peril of the 
| yea very often,he reſerves ſpecial favours 
for tlie Children and Poſterity of fuck ; 
they ul have ſome remarkable bleflings 
. beſtowed apon them: thus God promi- 

{ed'eo: Feremiab, Jer. 15. 11, werily it ſhall 
be well with thy remnant 5 we find that 
'God threatens to cut off the Poſterity of, 
and the very name of fuch as are Ring- 
leaders in Apoſtaſy ; ſee Jer. 29, '32. be 
. ſhall not-have @ man to dwell among this 
_ people, Whereas we have ſingular favours 
Promiſed to the Succeflors of thoſe that 
kept: cloſe to God in times of the Decays . 
of Godlineſs, ſee for Nis, Exzek. 44. 11. 
 -48--IT. ESE 

-6. Hence it greatly concerns each, of 
us to try our ſelves, how far we are per- 


| - Jonally guilty of, or free from this Sin. 


If we be not careful on this account, . we 
may deceive our ſelves; there are many 
ways tn which we may contract- Guilt 
upon this account; and how: deeply 
ſhould it abaſe us when it is fo? and if 

' by: the Grac? of God, we have been pre- 
ſerved, it vill be matter. of inward con- 
Jolation: under the: grguteft  troubks that. 
are before us. But how ſhall we know 
| *this, but by a diligent elf arch ? Let us 
Fr >, then, 


- duſtrious and curious about itz. and here - 


thetical complaints about the degeneracy 


take noc-the- more heed to our ſelves, it 


_ us, whiles we cover our fin with #, but 


plication of them. 
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then, at ſuch a day as this is, be: yery-in- 


let us in general obſerve, that it is not. 
enough for us to cry out of the* evil of 
the times, and ' make a great many- of pa- 


of theage, and the decays. which are 
come upon Religion, .and'lay abundance 
of blame on this account, on this or that 
perſon, or order of men among us z there 
15 a great deal of this z*a} to be ſeen and 
heard proceeding from ſuch as ars evi- 
dently themſelves not_a- little pulley Ott 
this account : yea, ſuch is the deceitfulneſs 
of fin that is lodged wirhin us, that if we 


will draw us to hide our own. formality 
and hypocriſy, under this very diſguiſe; 

and thereby, not only blind others with 
it, and cheat them in a good opinion of 


put a cheat, too upon our own Soils, by. 
perſwading our ſelves that this heat pro® 
czeds from a ſincere heart, when it is--a 
meer impoſture, Give.me leave then to 
offer a few Rules of Trial, and let us deal 
faithfully with our own Souls in the'ap- 


F 3 


I. Are ? 


Xas «The Peril of the 
= - Are we- content with a: name, or 
.do we reſtleſly ſeek after the truth of 


| Godlinefſs ? It may be we have made a 


air and formal profeflion, and carricd it 
| . very acceptably to thoſe whom we live 
among, and- have the good word, and: 
abounding charity of the beſt, who take 
us for Iſraelites indeed, and have given us 


' a great room in their hearts and affe&i- 


ons. It is no doubt but that every truly 
Godly man aecounts it to be no ſmall - 
| Ing to have the, hearts and -love of 
| thoſe that fear God ; hence Paul defired 


| Prayers on. this -account, Rom. T5. 31, 


| -Strive:in your prayers for me, that my Ser- 
' -ice-may be accepted of the Saints. But it 
! - 3s another thing co do all for applauſe, 
| .and:laok no further in the things that 
| .we.do, -than.to be: ſeen of men, and to 
| have: praiſe from:them on account'there- 
| of; Our Saviour taxeth thoſe Hypocrites 
| . with "this, as. that-which bzlonged to their 
| "Eharacter, and an evidence. that they | 
were: fuch, Mat. 6.-begin. and you may 
' .know:whether you do thus. or no, by 
| this enquiry, viz.. if you do. obtain the 
| good'word of men do you take up with: 
| _ this, and fatifie your felyes. in it as a 
Ee - .- good 


good. reward, and count''x enough to: 


- well, and fo you-trouble your felves:no 
- further in ſearching into your own: eftate,. 


you will allow this but its due, & when: 


_ cerning Chriſtians, who-cannot fee my 


_ or aitns, but I'sannot' impoſe upon him-- 


 -Tfes Difplaped: ' wa7 


fettle-you in 'tHis perfwaſion, that all :is- 


but conclude-apon it, that alÞ mult-needs- - 
be right. He who-builds his affurances- 
on the good -opinion which holy - men: 
have of him, and ſeeks not for a- better 
eſtabliſhment of them than that amounes- | 
to, is a meer Tormalif} : Whereas, if you- 
have atiy-of che power ofGodlineſs in you, . . 
you- enjoy the: greateſt meaſures of 'it;;- 
you will refle& and ſay, it is indeed.ia” 
mercy in:# fel, and'if I am ſannd, ir fs . 
a fruit of Gods love to me, to give me- 
ſuch a room in the hearts of his Chil» 
dren ; bue I-may not,I-dare/not'reft here, 
I have to do with the heart _ God:. 
I may deceive the wifeſt and moſt -dif= 


inſide, or know -what-are my- principles- 


who ſeech my * inward” parts, and will 
ere long call me to-the' ſtricteſt trial, and 
lay me open ; and this wilt put you uporr: 
a deeper fearch'; it will -be fo far from: 
gdouriſhing carnal ſecurity in you, that it 
RE” F 4 RW 


——  — ww 


-X2$  @he Perit of the 
-will ftir you up to the exercile of ah holy 
jealouly, as knowing that none can ſee 
Into your inward ſtate: and frame but 
only God and your own Conſciences. 
. .Thus Paul ipeaks, x Cor. 4: 3. It is wer, 
 Jonal! thing that. I ſhould be judged: of you, or 
' ; of mans judgment ': 'and. we know: that 
" Sardis had @ name to live, and yet was 
- dead. Rev. 3.x A048 = 
'..2, Do.we lay out all our care-and coſt 
on the out ſide'of duties, . or are we moiſt 
follicitous about the inſide of ' them ? 
There: is the External part of - the . duties 
that we are called to. do, and we are not 
-to-be negligent in it : there is a right and. 
decent carriage of our bodies'in the wor- 
- ſkip of God, which'is not to be negleRed ; 
.2 Futeable expreſling of. our - feives in | 
-otir words, wheri. we addreſs. our, {elves to 
God. in;our:Prayers ; a decorum, to. be 
uſed in every Service that,we engage in. 
the performance of : but Mill. this -is che 
Hteaſt ching that i to be. ninded in it; 
Sue if. we make this our: a}x;or it it he,the 
| rincipal cate that. we;congemn, our felves 
{ about, 6 we think we have done enough 
I - if-we have been accurate in thb, k argueth 
Hy pocridy, If, when- we come to an 
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Ordinance; our-utmoſt concern 1s, to lifes || 

up our hands, or turn up our 'eyes, , of 
ut | frame our ſelves to an outward reverential 
s. | geſture : or if when we pray, all our buy 
77. | ſineſs is to put our Confeffions, or Petitt- 
or | ons, or Thanksgivings | into liandfome 
at | words or exprefiions; or curious Language, 
2s | or laying out our gifrs, and making a 
flouriſh with them, in any .duty that we. 


ſt | are engaged iti, this -is »eer formality. _ If 
ſt | there be any power of Grace ſtirring in . 
* | us, ' 6ur-gfeat buſineſs in | addrefling. our 
'S | felves to any duty, will-be. to farch far } 
t | our hearts and fee where they :are, and * 
d | how they are diſpoſed ; and"in purſiring - 
- | the diſcharge of theſe duties,” tq loak:;at- 
» | - ter our hearts, and ſte that Mey do; not 
1 f. fteal from ns, and get- into © che Corners. of * 
) | the earth we ifſhall be ſollicieous'ithat-our 
- Graces may be: brought into exerciſe-g : 
| | that in our  hraring of: the wordrof God 
diſpenſed: to-.us;;we” may- be waiting [to - 
| Seari'what the Lird hath to: ſay +to:us, and: 
that: with a preparedneſs of Soul to ſabfaic- 
to his; will,” and receive - bis truth im tHe. 
hve of it : that in our Prayers to God ,we 
may have an-adtive, lively” fenſe' .of.-our - 
Spiritual Wants; SO our faith be bt + 
| $5 4.3 


- 


m—— 
=. 


firſt takesnotice of his heart; Pſal. 577. 7. 


Aly heart is fixed, ©- God, my-heart is fined, 


| I will Fag:avd pive-praiſe. 


ſeek afterCommunion withGodin them? 
God hath appointed the Ordinances of 


| of Communien.with him i in- this life ; nor 
| 'isthere any-real ſaving -benefit or advan- 


tage that accrues.to us. by them, but 1o- 


- far as'thas 
much of 4$odif; 
bur it profit 


wſhip-is erjoyed. There is 


ketle it Godlineſs doth not 


| Infloeces i ic.- God indeed hath reſerved: 


immediate . communion: withr. him for a- 


nother life, whenthere will no- more need: 


of, or occafion for theſe. things z- but if 
we' hope toenoy any. with- him- here, it 


_/ muſt be-in-way, of the: means. exjoyncd ; | 


but ifwe intend nothing elle ' in all this 


| 4abour that we are-at,. but-only to do the 
| Bervices themſelyes, and: count them: as- 


-onr task, which if.we can get through, 
We: ate conered, .and. think-that we have 
"fone. A Bras. deal : M ws. actend. apon: 


The Peril of 
"me exerciſe. _—_ regard, 


| we content our ſelves with doing: 
t of ellgibus duties 3 .or dv we inſatlably 


| the Goſpel, and the ſeveral Duties- which: 
he wo » nant in it,to be a: medium 


exerciſe in theſe Services,. 


me ene we tl ww wo mai 5A. A ww Mk. © > oa. aww Wy whe A of. 


them: 


yo CD WP: v© 


this. lots 42p0n;: Pſa 
: fogtt be ſatified as with- marrow - and faine &- 


_ him-again ; this is. the. proper Ipifie- © ok. :* 


A -: 4 wy WO TS 
Eg : 


ſeaſon.;_ that we Teal = many Red 
in. the Holy Scriptures evety day ; that: 
we A morning and everiing, and do : i 
cy Þ k&. thus to do ; that we eame-: 
to th ords Table, and teceive the "Sa-- 
crament in the ſeaſons of it ; and reckots» 
that we have done a great deat. of Ser- 
vice ior God by all this ; we deceive our: 
Elves. we are but meer Fc maliſts ;; fuch--. | 
were-they, 1/a. 48.; x, 2. But if. we valae -| 
every: du aty that. we perform; according s 
as.we find. God manifeſting himfelf to our + 
Souls.in.it'; if-we enjoy his preſence, and-: 
blethog, pon us. in.it, we- are fatisfied,. 

i 63 3+: $.: To: fee-+ 
thye: 41.1 bavue. [ten thee, 8&6, and . my- Souk /_ 


Il 
il 
if 


we mils him there, we -are exerciſed: 
with trouble, and. cannot reſt ill we find: 


r6al Godlineſs,., 

4, .Do:we. conform, or carefully. live-- 
cantrary. to the: iniquity” of the . Times? ? 
We before: obleryed, that .when-the pows. 
er..of: Sodlingls. deca: 5. among. 2 peoples. . 
rY thergs 


+ 
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i W. Into . cor mmon; 
the) 


das fiot to joyn with Bork ag 
Now Here, is , a _ notable i oft the 
Gogeth af Grace” it, the Childrh''of 
and if it it hold {5 own” -here, It 'is 
powerful indeed. There are no'ſuch-it 
praQices introduced, but it is with a pre- 
tence of laful libert ”. and their Conſci- 
ences are.” cenfured” as] being neediefly 
nice; that boggle at them, or eFerupus 
lous about their joynihg in IT 'them'; 
as_if the. cuſtom of an evil 1 took the 
evil from it, and it muſt NNE $108, be- 
cauſe it 8s comme int 
are you afraid of croffiig the  hutmnours 
of the Generation ?- are you. aſſiamed" of 
ftanding alonie 7 are you affrighted at 
the bug bear harange-6f Singalariy ? and 
can you thereupon allow: your ſelves 
wing xp to comply With fach things; 
ecauſe they are: cuſtomary,. and the ge- 
nerality of people: make: no. bones: of 
them, though you find your own minds 
uneaſy about them, and Jomething wich- 
- in that tell You, theſe things oughe not 
W- 
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to/be'?' this- may convincingly--tell you, 
char you want a great deal of the power, 
which the: people - of God ought at ſuch 
a time to/expreſs ; for: God is now prove 
ing of you, , and vrying your integrity ; and || 
if -in fuch ſmall cempeations as:rhele- ars | 
you canfiot: withſtand;:bat- ars-carried: a+ 
way by-them, how 'then- will. you 'doz. 

| when you are called to- encounter-with 
fiery trials 2: Butif you reſolutely maintain. 
your integrity, and- are not:drawn-toien+ | 
tertain' the. allurements that are offered. | 
you; but. reſobve:by ' the*Grace of :Gadz | 
to'- keeps your” ſelves ' pure from! theſs 
things; and not 'joyn'in with the excefſes. | 
_ andgexorbirances: which are preyailing-in 


2 209 Ee 0, &- as Oh. my 00 ce kw, coft.cu be.” 


- _ | the Generation which you live. among 5. 

3 | this:wilbbe a-pood: witneſs for:youy' that. 

F | the'work of fab adteth in you with power: - 

, Fhis is the advice:whichGodigave. to the 

| | Prophet, in Fer. 15; E:9- Let- them return. 

; unto thee, but do nt thou-return unto; them, 

| 5. Do-we do what in us lieth to reclaint; 

| others ? It is not enough for us-to! come 
plain- of the evitof the times; andicry out: 


| of the Apoltafy which the-preſent-Gene- 
ration is taller into 3-though this alſo we: 
eught to do, withea. dug - reſentment on- 


Che Peril .of- [the x | 
| but God; many rims pats ad: 
3 Sr EEE rune 
H CaRng forth of 

fach ſins,,or: of bearing. a. Full ;ceſtimany 
'- Igainſt.chem, if.they do appear : Some 


have laiger opts a= thatthers 2h 
kion, andthe. ro the Goſpel in 


E- not without #: 


and Family Governours: owe it. to their 
Families 5-and one neighbour unto ano- 


_ "this, ſo long as there-.is-che leaſt hope-of 


Hf .thus- you appear. on Gods fide, it will 


either. 
_ think it-enougb. to look--to 'yaur ſelves, 
" that you-ſtand clear, and:do not jon hand 
in band: with ſinners; or it you. are alraid 
' to-do» your duty, leſt by.. it- you. ſhould 


” = _ 


= — = 


--but -more- private- Chriſtians _ 
price in their hands neicher ; . 


obligeth thera: to their duty; ; and. Pajents- 
ther :-and-ſurdly, i. our-hearts-have/any 
life in them, we will. not-be:, wanting in. 
our doing any good by. our: endeavours: . 


be agood teſtimony. for. you : buc if you: 
regard not:;how-.things--go, and . 


we A oe. oe prot © & lh > 5 oO 1D» of BD © > F* hm bay | fp Sul ne men Woes 


, pporola othiers:to- $7 OT aa4d —_— d | 


in its aRtings 5 we have 
ot:this; account, Eph. þ 
#6. 
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 that-the Grage in-you is yery fa 

ſhewt des 
hawe.no feb 
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lowſhip with the unfruizful works of darkneſi,. 
but __ -FEprove them; A | 


 6..Do we cordially and ſeriouſly \IOHTt* 
for the fins of the times 2:Sometimes-it 6 
fo, that-the Children of-God can do lit-- 
tle elſe but grieve at the. iniquities which 


they ſee. | This-indeed is nat. enough, 
whenwe may do more ;:but mary times. 


it ſo falls-out, that :the-more . endeavours 
are uſed to'ſuppreſs-the cvils of the.times,.. 
the more doth iniquity. abound, and men: 
are hardned.in;their wicked ways, and. 


grown:beyond all-.counfel or reſtraint-s: | 

and when it cometh, to this, it encreaſeth- || 

the grief of-ſerious- ſouls ;-they do pms 4 
red,. 


ſee how muchGods-name is diſhonou 
which is very bitter-to them-5 herein alle- 
taecy diſcover.the miſery thac is upon in- 
ners,& the fearful calamities-that are boded- 
by this trame'that is upon.them --and: the 
tender-pity. which they have -in-them-for 


. their people; and: for-che-fouls.of men-ehus- 


expoſed to eternab-ruin,fills them- wich-ſar- 


_— = 


ſelves: to their {carns.and FOR ORrat won = 


= 


| row; fo we-havethsPlalmilt expreiling of - 


| $775 _ The Peril of_ the LE 
himſelf, Pſa). 119. 136: Rivers of tears rus 

wn. mine eyes, becauſe men keep not. thy 
taw ; and verſe 158. I bebeld the tranſgreſ= 


fors, and was prieved. Thus the Prophet] 


| exprefleth his” reſolution, Jer. 14- 17. Fl 
| Je will nit hear it; y fout ſhall -weep in ſe 
oret places for. your pride, and-mine eyes ſhall 
weep ſore, and run down with tears ; thus 
. Zood Lots integrity is expreſſed, 2 Pet. 2, 
| B, this righteous man dwelling among them, 


in:ſceing and hearing, 'vexed bis righteous | 
fowl fFrom- day to day, with their unlawful 
dteds; and how atceptable this "ſpirit is | 


to God; apyears by the care that he takes 
of fuch in an evil day, Ezek. 9. 4. And 


this mourning, if it be right, will. drive: 


you to-mporrunate 'prayers unto--God, 
ahd-hard wreſtlings -with him for fuch a 
people; and for ſuch - perſons, :that 'he. 
would give them' Repentance and ſpare 


. them,” How: is it then -with you mm this. 


regard ?- is i6-thus ? Are yon - ſecretly ab 


fected with all the deeays' you ſee in the. 


midſt of: us? E ONFTT HR 
_—. Are: -we conſtant 111-- maintanng . 


# 
as 


cloſe Communion: with God. in lecret ; 


duties 3-It&- is true;-an Rypecrice may do 
the: matter of ſecret Nutiss as.. conſiantly- 
XR 4.4 4 | AS, 


. & 
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25: a godly - perſon, though - uſually when 
he doth them, it is with a trumpet blown 
at the door: but it is :certain that therg 


is more of-Temptation, either to negle& 


alcogether, or elſe to be very light and 
perfunRory-in the performance. of fuch 
ſervices as have no witneſs of them,. but 
God and our own. Souls ; hence there is 
not a better proof of the power of Gcd» 
linef, to a” mans own Conſcience, than 


what may be obſerved in. the carriage of 
- himſelf before God in ſecret. If you are: 
'not only: confcientious/ to do the duties: 
themſelves ; for that a natural enlightned. *| 
confſeience may prompt a man to, .and .- | 
| make him afraid to. negle&t, it: but | 


if you are as caxeful of your hearts, as-if 
all the world ſtood by and were able to 


| read them; if you. really ſeek God in, 


theſe-periormances, and are. not ſatisfied 
but in the manifeſtation. of timſelf to. 


you, andthe experience of, the fruirs of | 


his grace in you, and do truly bemoan 


I: your deadnefs, and indiſpoſednefs in theſe 


duties, and humbly ſeek. to him for the 


have then a. witneſs within you; that you: . 
are:more than formaliſts ;. -and a: teſtimo- 
by 
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E- = which is better than. all the applauk 
and commendation of 'the: belt, & moſt 
diſcerning Chriſtians, Let us not. then} W 
be perfunftery, but thorough -in theſe] re 

.enquiries, as knowing that it is of unſpez-ſ] »; 

;kable concernment that we ibe. not mifte[| w! 
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.USE NOI. | pr 

| | th 

- Let this DoAtrine ferve for Exhortation || a * 
And that, _ | ho 


- its In general te-us all; for we are allf h: 

. .* concerned in it, and there are feveral 'leff th 
Tons of advice which it will afford us;I] of 
eſpecially theſe. | 

_ - T. Beware that you do not-rejz& the] nc 

© external part of Godlineſs on this-pretence.ſi a/j 
"There is an unhappy Generation of. menſſ th 
in the-world, who- would fain perſwadey] a 
others to think that they have arrived. atÞ ſ, 
'higher degrees of perfed&tion than their 

- neighbours; and among other their - e- 
gregious follies, this is- one, becauſe God 
| condemns the form which is without the] 
| = power, they thereupon-caſt off all form, 
'' _ -and call all external Worſhip fo; and be- 
| Cauſe God 35 @ Spiri#, and: requires of =_ 
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that Worſhip him, that they do it in ſpire 
nf Worſhip to that which is internal, - and 
eſe] reje& all that is bodily, to the Old Teſta- 


er ment, and Legal Diſpenſation, and that - 


tf which is antiquated. now in the days of 
- [| the Goſpels whereupon ' they pronounce 


all thoſe to be- carnal, who plead : for or | 


practice it : It js upon this ſcore that 
_ _ they will acknowledge no ſuch thing as 
00 } a Sabbath, or ſeparated time that is made 


| holy by Gods ſo ſeparating of it for- the 
allf holy Services of ' his »eople; giving out 
IH] that all time is- now: holy to:the people 


us; of God, and every day a Sabbath 'to 
thoſe that ave ſpiricual. -. They will have 


the no Humane Preaching, becauſe they are- 


CEN all taught of God, and- have: the Spirit in 
wen thento /ead them. into «ll truth, and- that 


015 m_ whereby they need” not that any- 


at ſbould: ftach them. They deſpiſe the Got- 


ef] pel Sacraments as carnal things, and ſpare: 


-E'F not to mock at them, and plead, they 
olf have- already. received: that which is the 


hel ſpiritual deſign: of them;8. it would be a. | 


m,f ching ſuperfluous in ſueh- as then any 
further to make uſe thereof ;- yea, they 
endeayour to make a ridicule of the Or- 
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and in truth ; they upon this, reſtrain. all- 


- dinances 
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-  - dinances themſelves, and , FO yer 

. Which are made uſe of in them : Yea, "bs 
' to that height of ſpiritual frenzy are theyſſfoll 
arrived, that they caft contempt on thefhat 


. - Very, written Word of God, & they callJDu 


it a dead: Letter, paper Divinity, and ftre-flthe 
nuouſly deny. it Ky a perfe& Rule offjap; 
Faith and Manners:; and fay, that allfor 
thoſe that bind themſelves to it, & take] ſpe 
it for their directory, are guilty, of deſpi-ficer 
ſing the ſpiris, and his teachings. This lthe 
. and a great deal more of ' fach like ſtuff au 
they ſeek. to. infe&t mens. minds withalthe 

" But theſe are ſo far from being truly ipi-be 
* . ritual, that they are in truth enemjes to me 
the power of Gedlineſs, and it concerns] bir 
us all to: avoid them as filthy dreamers. co 
Here then, to eſtabliſh you in: this. point, ſ pa 
Conſider, | x gdo 
T, There ts an external part of Religi-{ no 
on required of us by God. God indeedj nor 
O_ the heart, and-without:- it, all chefſ zog 
reſt will not - be-accepted ; but he re-i| an 
quires not that only, but the bedy] w: 
too. Man conſiſts of theſe two parts, & | rej 


© | hes to glorify God with them both, be-{| « 


ing both bought with a price for that very 
end, 1 Cor. 6 19, 20. The body is the 
Sauls'Organ, and it is to perform its 1 
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tits 


ev fiollow after it. For this reaſon, God 
thelhath preſcribed in the Goſpel, external 
= Duties to his people, and requireth of 
re-flthemi a Conformity therennto - he hath 
offf:ppointed the Diſpenſers of the "Goſpel 


allFfor the benefit of men, and in this re-. 


keſlſpeR, they are reckoned among the Af- 


pi-fcenfioa Gifts of Chriſt, - _—_ 4 To, &c: 


ns, theſe are 7s preach the word in ſeaſon and 
uffue of ſeaſon, 2Tim. 4+ 2. 8 what uſe would 


1 tkere be ef theſe, if there were none to _. 


pt-f be hearers ? Chriſt hath appointed Sacra- 


tof[ ments to be celebrated in remembrance of 
rns}] him 144]-be cometh; they- are therefore to - 


rr, | continue of uſe until then-: yea, all che 
nt, parts of Outward - Worthip *are laid 
down in the Goſpel, and it 1s not for 


gi-fl nothing, ; and Chiiftlans' are warned 
ed vor 20 neglett the aſſembling themſelves © 


he | together, Heb. 10.25 and to. exhort one 
re-} anorber daily, - Chap. 3 13. Surely then 
dy | we cannot omit or negle&, much 'more 
& f rejet theſe Ordinances of Chriſt, with- 
e-f| out bringing 'upon our ſelves the guilt 
of neglecting his Command. 


- 


ate affs in and with itz and if the - 
ea, heart be right ſet, the whole -man will : 


2- > Lhemet, true inward Godlineſ will — 
make 
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 make-men.to be Conſcientious of: attend- 


ing on theſe Duties. . Godlinefs teacheth jfer 


men-to worſhip, fear, and reverence God, 


.. and this fear if. genuine will exert it ſelf 


in Obedience to his precepts; they are 
| tar together, Fccle. 12. 13. Fear God and 

p dizGommandments.lf Godlineſs be root- 
ed in the heart, it wiil ſan&tify the Soul 


to the. diſcharge of gts work, and that be-}ſ 


longs to it,to uſe the outward means as an 
Inſtrument to help us in our Serving God, 
and as the things wherein we teſtify our 
acknowledging his Authority over us ; 
and in this it eyes his precepts as the 

"Rules by which it is to a z So that when 


It fees that God hath required ſuch duties 


as theſe of us, it diſputeth not the rationa- 
lity of them, nor demurs about the na- 
tural efficacy there is in- thew for the 


advancing the deſign of them, but it ac-F 


guieſceth in the will of God, and dareth 
not . but to pay conformity thereunto. 
This therefore all Chriſtians are to be 
taught by theMiniſtry of the ward. Marrs. 


28 20. Teaching 'them to obſerve all things, 


whatſoever I. bave commanded you. 


| . It muſt then needs follow, that to: 
Caft olf the" formiof Godlinels, is hay 
i &p 


— 
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ſtep of Apoſtaſy. We haye already p64 
:thiſerved, that to be. content with the form 
2d, | without the power; is a woful degehera- 
cHfcy, and ſhews that men do contradi& 
are | their own Profeflion : bat yet it is a more 
»d f| audacious diſcovery of mens being depart- 
ot-led from God, and having forſaken his 
ul fear; when they put off their vizar, and 
De- appear bare faced in their Irre/igion. The 
an || former | ſuppoſeth them to be in their 
d, | Conſciences convinced of the worthineſs 
ur | of the true Religion, and that it is a thing 
s - | which -God requires of men, though they 
he | want @ love for it 5 bur this caſts che 
en {| greateft open contempt .upon it that can” 
ies be: and, let men pleaſe themſelves as they 
18- | will with their-own deceivings, yet they 
1a- Jare nothing better, who reje&- it upon 
he | Spiritual Pride, then fuch as do 1o to grati- 
2c- iy. their own Carnal Luſts. : | 
thi -2. - Beware of cenfuring theſe for Hyz 
©. {| pocrily, who are careful to-keep- up the 
be | form which God himſelf hath - preſcribed 
tb. Fto-us. That God hath not: only directed - 
75, us how we are to Serve him with our in« 
| ward-man, but that he hath alſo -told:us 
Jhow he expects that we worſhip him with 
the outward-man, is a truth unconfatably 


grounded .; 


þ 
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is 
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es AO ——_ Commandment. 
Now there are many that make nothing 
of this, but:can\take up with any form: 
and if there be:any who pretend 'Con- 


_ ſcience to keep cloſe: to what God hath 
revealed of hi: mind in this reſpe&,. and. 
not to dare: to go beyond'it, they: are 


ready to Charge Hypocriſy | on | them; 


* but let us conlider:: 


\.T. That the moſt powerfully: Godly, 
will be moſt Conſcientious in this matter. 


.Trus, to ſtickle here,  and' to regard:no- 


thing elſe, but in other things to lead a 
looſe Conve: ſation among men, is enough 


- to detect men of falſhood,” and ſhews that 


it 15 Nat the fear of.God which as them 
in this regard. But it ts a:thing to be ob- 
ſerved, that God. hath, in-allages of the 
Church, made his In//itutions the great 


Tef# of the External Obedience cf his pro- | 


teſling people: and herein he hath aſlerc- 


_ed his Prerogative to appoint- what ſhall 


be the Medis of Communion between 
bim and-them-: and hereupon if we look 
into the :affairs of the Church of God in 


former times, we ſhall find that the moſt 


holy. men,” have: been the'-moſt afraid 
ol, deviating hers -: - and thoſe myſterious 


Propheſies 
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Prophefies in the latter part -of Exzekiels 
Viſions, have an eye'to Gofpel times, and 
we there find 'how God ſpeaks: to 'the 
Prephet, Ezek' 43.11. Shew them the form 
of the houſe, and the faſhiow thereof, and the 
goings out thereof, and the comings im thereof, 


| and all the forms thereof, and all the Ordi- 


nances thereof, and'-all' the Laws thereof. 
Again, 'there are fome who ares more 
careful than others in attending on exter- 
nal duties, they dare not to negle& them, 
or put them off upon vain 'pretences's 
ant how many are there who condemty 
t:em for this, as if they-did it'all bar: for 
a ſhew? that they read; hear, pray itz 
their Families, and wait upon the publick - 
Ordinances'in ferſon and out of feaſon, only 
to make men think them better Chriſti- 
ans than ethers ; whereas doubtleſs the 


 meſt lv1y .men are the moſt careful in 


theſe periortnances, only - they dare not 
to reſt in theſe things, 

2. Thus to cenſure them, is to uſarp 
Gods Prerogative-in judging the heart. 
When men do their Uuty in the outward 
part of it, it 1s 1o'far well ; and though it 
Þ2 a truth, that there are thoſe that make 
a great ſhew, and yet do all with a falſe 

= G heart, 
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heart, yet- all that uſe care in this, are-not- 


judge 


Er er Oren I ie EE I GOO Go 
” 


luch;.and it is a great ſin for. you. to 


are fome Tuch, and the more ſinful is it, 
when wehave no other ceaſon for our 
thus judging of them, but only becauſe 
they are:more careful irrthe doing of the 
things which God hath commanded 


* them," than we are; as if it were 'a 
Crime for-any to outde us. in the practiſe 


of-Religion ; or as if it were neceſſary that 
men mutt be profane, if they wopld eſcape 
having the brand of Hypocriſy ſet upon them 


- by a Iooſe Generation which they live: among. 


If men - diſcover the falſhood of their 
hearts.by. any evil acts of thevs, and they 


_*be ſuch as do'maniteſtly declare-them to 


be-falſe, and we cenfure them according: 


'Iy for it, we do then judge of the tres by 


its fruits, adit is a right judgment, 'ac- 


- cording £0 Mat. 7.20. by ther. fruits Je 
fhall know them; but if there be no ſuch 
-thing appears, but-in all things they carry 
-it regularly, and yet we condemn them, 
. we take Gods work out of his hand, 4nd 
-nfiy be guilty of condemning the Gene- 
ration of the.juſt. : 
:3. This is a!fo to fin againſt the ae” 
| | O 


becauſe we are told that there. 


' (| 
DC SY a YE OE EP UT FC RF. 


— 


'Timeg Diſplayed. 745 
of Chriſtian Charity. We obſerved, that 
Charity is the vety -bond of Chriſtian 


| Communion in this World. Now the 


proper nature of Charity is to think the 
beſt of- others, fo far as we may have any 


encouragement ſo to do; ſurely then, 


when we ſee men to be zealous for the 


-Ordinances of Chrift, 'and careful in do- 


ing according to his -commands therein, 
and therein ſhewing a reſpe& to, all his 


Precepts ; this beſpeaks in our Conſcien- 


ces that they do well: and unleſs we have 
reaſon from their other converſation a- 
mong men, to condemn them, we oughe 
to judge them fiacere ; nor are the come» 


- mon infi-mities incident to the Children 


of God in this lite, to weaken our Cha- 
Iity on this accourt, If we are miſtaken 
in this, it will do ps no hurt, and zo they 
own ma#ter they muſt ftand or fall * but if 
we wrong them in our cenfures of them, 
we bring guilt upon our ſelves, and pra- 


yoke Godsjuſt diſpleaſure againſt us. 


'3. Have a care that you do not take 


'up with, aid reſt in a form of Godlineſs - 


and it concerns us all to take great heed 

to our ſelve; on this account, and that 

upon theſe three conſiderations, 4. 
G2 I, There 
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: 'T- There 1s great danger of it. It 
Is a thing which ſinfu} man is in great 
Hazard of, as will be evident, if we 
| .conſitier;. i  - 
T. The natural deceitfulneſs and wie: 
kedneſs of the heart ; we are told, Jer. 
I7. 9. The heart is deceitful above, all 
things, and deſperately. wicked. Now the 
wickedneſs which is in the heart natural- 
| ly; inclinethmus to all manner of fin, and 
| 15 contimually- prompting of us that way, 
Gen.'8. 2t. the imagination of mans heart 
25 evil from bis youth. So that it will do- 
its utmoſt tokeep out every. thing that 
" is truly good ; and if we 'add to this 
the guile which it'1s tull of, and the 1n- 
numerable cunning tricks that it hath to 
impoſe. upon men by, yea, upon the 
- man himfelf,, we may be convinced 
that we have great reaſon to be afraid 
of being trapanned by it. Tc 1s certain,. 
that -crus Godlinelſs is a thing contrary 
to the reſentments of. the corruprt heart 
In us; 3f therefore it can but reach 'to 
the -ſiniſter ends upon which . unregene- 
rate men do engag2 in the profeſſion 
| - of Religion, and yet keep fin upon the 
throne within, it will certainly do 1t F 
| all 
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and it will encourage the man to go 
through all the- formalities of it too, with 
the greateſt ſhew that can. be; and- it 
you. truſt to it you will beyond queſtion 
be impoſed on, and never go beyond: a 
form: hence-we have that advice, Proy. 


' 28. 26. He. that "trufteth in b15.020n heart, is 


a fool. 
2: Theſe declining times- afford great 
Temptations to it. . It is. an hour of 


- great trial upon this account z 1t 15 a day 


wherein men generally content them- 
{slves with a form of Godlineſs, and 
count that to be ſufficient, yea, there are - 
a great many. who eſteem.that-too much . 


Obſerve the frame of many Profeflors, 
and it looks as if they. were afraid of” ha- 


ving too much of Religion ; as if heart 
piety were a needleſs. thing ; as- if it 
wers not a credic,. but rather a reproach 
to a man to be ſincerely Godly, If you 
wili do as-the moſt do, a: form will be 
enough for you 3. if you will go farther, 
and reſolve to live up to the Rules-of the / 
Goſpel, and lead a Converſation. in. all 
things worthy of Chriff, and Carefully a« 
void the appearances of evil, you muſt ex« 
pe to' meet with ſcorn, and reproach, 

G3 —- as 
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and crue] mockings ;- you, will hereby 
- praRically condemn the Generation you 
tive in, if you will now b:i/d az Art, 
they will malign you for it, and you 
muſt look: tg have it caſt in your diſh, as 
a matter of ignominy. If now you will 
conſult with fleſh and blood, and hearken 
| to carnal reaſonings, 'they will bid you 
| to be-content to do as others do, and tell 
| you that you ſhall fare as well as they ; 
| and that it is pride in- you to think your . 
| ſelves wiſer *than your. neighbours, or 
| Kippoſe that none ſhall obtain heaven 
| and happineſs, but ſich ſcrupulous per- 
- Tons as you are. Certainly then you ly 
open-to no ſmall h:zard. 
' 2. There 1s great danger in it, if you 
are thus impoſed on;-it will certainly ex- 
poſe you, and you will ſocner or later 
find it to your forrow ;- for coniiver : 
I, You cannot impoſe upon God. You 
"| have not only fo deal with men. in this 
matter, but with the heart ſearching God: , 
now God requires your hearts in all your 
_ duties, as well. as the -carefu} oblervance 
of the: duties themſelves.; they are. put 
together, Prov. 23. 26. My fon, - give me 
' thine buert, and let thine eyes obſerve my. 
RR EE | WAYs 5- 
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ways 3.” we are told Pal, fx. 6;: that God 
requireth trurh in"*the_inward parts. When: 
you go about any Service, God doth not- 
only ſee what-formality you uſe, but he 
enquires whe:e your. hearts are ;.- thoſe 
Jews were as fair and plauſible in- their - 
carriage as could be, but-God made that - 
obſervation upon them, Ezek:-33: 3r. 
T heir heart is gone after their coveteonſneſs ; - 
and you-cannot, by all your curious and -- 
cunnifig contrivances, deceive him: all 
your coyers and pretences hide not from 
him, Pſal. 239. 12. the darkneſs hideth nos * 
from thee : We are therefor warned on. 
this account,* Gal.'6 '7. Be not- deceived, 
God -is not mocked. God remarks, not - 
only what men do right, but. whether - 
they do it with a perfe& heart; ſach a 

' -note is made upon him, 2 Chron. 2x. 2. 
He did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lord, but not with a perfetÞ heart. 

2. You will therefore periſh for all: 
; this. All the. formality which «you can. 
poſlibly uſe in your profeflion,” will not 
fave you from deſtruction, if you reſt in _ 
that ; you may take all manner of pains - 
in it, be very curious and exact in the 
performance of the duties of ' Worſhip - 
* G4 .,. toward: 
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toward. God, and- of righteouſneſs ta- 
- wards men; you may pray, read, con- 


{er, bs diligent in your Calling, - honeſt 
In your Commerce, charitable in your 


: diſtributions, & yet looſe all your works) ; 


and be your ſelves numbred-2ith the work- 


ers of iniquity, and doomed to depart with 


them, Luk. 13. 26, 27. when God comes 
to reward all'\men according. as their 
- works have been, he will not recompence 
you according to your formality, but. ac: 
cording to your 4ypecrify, and that will be 
A fearful thing : God threatens them that 
come.to enquire.of bim, aud ſet up t beir idcls 
in their beart, that- he wjll anſwer them ac: 
* cording to their Idols, F'z&k. 14. 4. 
| 3. Nay, there will be leſs hope of you 
than of others : Your Salvation will here- 
| by be rendred far the more deſperate of 
| all the men in the world, there is none 
'in more fearful danger of unavoidable 
(| perdition, than ſuch an one as hath taken 
up with, and ſheltered himſelf under a 
form of, Godlineſs, without the power of 
it. There is more _bope of a profane and 
rodigal fianer,.who hath. allowed him: 
If in the-greateſt negleas of duty, and 


 gxcelles of. inmoralicy, than of him, Tt 
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ſuch, which will more readily.. accuſe : 


' the man. Whereas theſe are fecure, and 
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is a fearſul word of Chriſt to the forma- 
lifts of that time .when he was :convers - 
ſant among men, Mat. 21. 31. Verily, 1. 
ſay unto youg that the Publicans and the hars 
lots go into tha Kingdom of God before. you. 
We can eaſier reach the conſcienees of 


them of the enormicies which we apply 
the awful threatnings of the. Ward. of 
God unto; and ſay unto them, thou. art * 


confident. in their good eſtate, and .can-: 
put away. .all awakenings, and warnings, /. 
and counſels from. them,. as things that * 
they are not at.all .concerned with ;. and 
can ſleep in a whole skin, under.all the - 
rouſing, truths that. are ſpoken to them in 
the Miniſtry.. If once you-arrive hither, . 
you .are ſetled oz jour lees, and little - hope 
is.left of. your. being converted and fay-: 
cd ; beware. then of this frame, left you : 
rue it. for eves,. *: F 
| 4+. You will. be guilty. of: making. the - 
times .periloas. . Our Text tells us'that this - 
15.0ne;.and a 'principal cauſe of their be« 
ing ſo:. God is a God. of Fudgment, and 
he will bear wicnefs: againit this:wicked 
neſs, as. well as any other ; and. the more-: 
E G55 _ . ' ens 
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| &jF The Perff of the- | 
there are of fuch perſons, the more” do- 
| ich a people ly expoſed. When. Gods- 


Judgmetts come upon the Land, there 


| are nope that have more reaſon to look. 
Upon themſelves as the procurers of them, . 
than ſuch as yon are. When you look. 
|| Upon all the evils that overtake- a ſififul 


|. DeOPIE, you. ought to acknowledge that ir 


is for your ſakes that the Iand monrns: You 
are very forward to charge | Drunkards, | 


Whotemaſters, Swearers, and Mockers at 


Religion, for being . the troublers of Iſrael, 


but know and be aſfared, that you- have 
as deep an hand; in the provocation: as a» 


ny _of them ; and God hath .threatned: 
that he will- puniſh the uncircumziſed in. 
beart, as well as the uncircumciſed in fleſh, © 


Fer. 9.25, 26. | 
*  F. You lay your ſelves open'to. be pe- 


culiar monuments of Gods Judgments in - 
ſuch times- Not only are-you to expect: 
the common calamities of the times, but- 


alſo to have ſome peculiar brand ſet up- 
on you in ſuch a day. I do not ay, 


that God always doth ſo by men in this. 


world ; for ſome mens ſins go-before-hand to 


bf Fu 
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© 5 gout ana others follow ' after; and 
d. doth arbitrarily on this account: 
Y n-3n | : | bat. 


| Times , Diſplayed.  T55- 
but that you do, give: him ſpecial provo- 
cation thus to Ex. part? you, atid that it 
yall be. a righteotis-thing with him ſo.to.. 
; And, though it is-not for ..us raſhly+ 
to judge of others, by the” providences, . 
whigh paſs over them ;” but. to- be: very 
ſober in our cenſures of men, whett they. 
are ſtrangely viſited ; yet men have rea-_ 
ſon to. call themſelves to a ſtri& accotint,' . 
. When Gods hand fo lieth upoh them : and+- 
how often may they be able to lay -their. 
finger-on-this. ſore, _ . = F 
- 3+ The thing. it ſelf is_ unreaſonable. : 
Ol all the-men in the-world, the formaliſt = 
|- | acts: the moſt irrationally, and- contrary 
;. | tothe very ſentiments of common reaſon : 
and if you would but ponder on the -mat- 
ter according to the Principles. of the light - 
of nature, # would afford you ſufficient - 
x: | conviction of your egregious; folly : either - 
-. | the Religion: which. you - thus formally 
-- | profeſs, .is: worthy of your . cordial em- - 
bracing of, or it is not-; if it be not,wt-y : 
then do you take up fo much as-a form }. | 
of it 2 jt it be, why then no more- but 
a.form 2 - Out. of your- own mouth you will * 
be one- day: judged in- this matter,- Is : 
Govlingſs be .the. way. to. eternal lite, ir: 
pes requires >. 
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requires you 


do you good ?* The lewd” finer, who, 


il pretends to nothing more, 'but.to' ſeek his 


happineſs iy this life, and-expeRs it from: 


ll] the fruition of the World, and thereapon- 


giveth ſcope to himſelf, to take all the 
carnal fatisfa&tions in it, which he can ex- 


| traſt out of it, acts .more according to- 


Principles than you. -He that cannot give. 
a good reafon why he ſhould be through! 
and upright in the praftice of Holineſs, 
cannot give ons why he ſhould take up 
a form, of if, And* if you conceive an 


W excellency in the forni; reafon ſhould tell” 


you how much more excellent the power 


of ic muſt” be : let me then fay as he, 
8. 2: King. 18, 21. How Jong halt je betweerr 


£wo opinions ? if the Lord be.God follow him, 
but if Baal, then follow him, | 

2: To 'thoſe that are truly Godly : be- 
you Exhorted to preſerve. the power of” 
Godlineſs in times wherein there 1sictle- 


of it 'to be. tound.. And. to move. your 
 Biggeto, Confider';: 


- H The: 


1 


rcordial &-firicere profeflion* 
|| of-it 3. i£ic have nothing of ſaving good- 
| Itt it, nor will profit you- for happineſs, 
| why will! you, by a formality, finder” 
| Your felves 'of that which-you * think ' will 
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: 7:; "The Glory of God is tjow: .. ? 
concerted in your ſo doing. . Whenthers: | 
are but a few that ſeek;his honour, . it is a ' 
| fpeciabcall-to alkſach as are truly Godly, 
to ſtand up and appear for it... Cercainly, | 
if you have any ſpark of real goodneſs:in 
you, if you. prefer the Glory of: God a- 
bove all, and do' cordially deſire; that-all 
men would-ſeek it, it cannot but put you 
upon being the more careful +to . your. 
ſelves about it: When | the Lord” Jeſus- 
Chriſt-hath but a-fewFriends.in the world, 
and there' are. ſo many-: that diſhonour. 
him, they that are indeed his friends, are. 
loudly called upon. the' more eminently to. 
appear ſo; and you cannot otherwiſe 
{hew your ſelves t»#e and faithful-co him. 
When tt. ere were a great many pretend<d* 
Diſciples that deferted.Chriſt, and we/ked) 
70 more with him, - he” put that: cloſe - 
queſtion to the twelve, Job. 6. 67. Will ye: 
alſ# go away 2: When the Ten Triges revolt- 
ed from- the true. worſhip: ot God, and, 
turned aſide to- Feroboams,Superfitition- and. - 
Idolatry ,God*'gave that admonition-to the; | 
Kingdom of Fudah;. Hoſ.4z 15. Fhough thou: 
Ifrarl play the harlot,yed let not ;Fudab offends. 
And: when-the-body.. of that- people. ha 
OE ; __ {urnges 


ry8r The-Peril of 


Golden Calf, and proftrated themſelves to 

that, 'Moſes-calls aloud to the'-people, - as, 
© Exod. $2. 26: Who 4s onthe Lords fide? let 
| Tibeo? cou; preenty appenrednd they 
| _ Cribe of Levs-prefently appeared;and they: 
| obtained:a blefling upon ic. Hereby. is -- 
| ſpecial advantage afforded. you;to approve 
your ſelyes ſincere; | and upright':in-hearr, 
s - and co bring much glory to God, - 
- 2: Your own comfort, .. in all changes, 
. will-;be greatly helped by. it. - We have 
obſerved, that the, beſt mult look to meer: 


- a-people; for theſe things -: nor can they 
tell how deeply they may. perſonally. ſuffer 


to-have much inward tranquility ir their 
- Souls, and be-able: to-commic-chemſelves - 


Stor ms.of Judgments are moſt furious, and 


. dur utmoſt-endeavour, and the peace, of 
It: will make full amends for a) the labour: 
| we can"uſe about K:.. And I am ſure. 
that there is nothing that will mors largely + 

TIT, 55» 0% 5 0s 


8 7 ? the : E Y 
_ tired from:God, and made - them a 


with trouble, - when God::cometh to viſit. 


in ſuch times.. However, . there is a way . 
_ by which the people ot God may:.come . 
to God-.with a- ſedate Spirit; when the - 


Simners-in Zion are afraid, and fearfulneſs - 
ſurprizath the Hypoerites.: and. this is; worth 


EG Oo om wwe mn. a. %— wy» Fe x —u0d fy ao jos 0 rin 
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contribute hereto that + this, vis: the: - 
Teſtimony. of our-Conftiences to-our fin- 
cerity, in ſtanding by and: upholding the 
power of Godlinefs; in- the moſt” degene-- 


. rate times. This will give —_— in 


the greateſt afiAions that- can betall us.. | 
Pail fets a Probatury eft upon this, '*2 - Cor... 
I« I2.. Our rejoyoing is this, the teffimony of 
our Conſcience, . that in ſimplicity and Godly 
ſmeerity, we have bad our Converſation in the- 
World; This: will help to-- fix of Bearts 
in times when the 'moſt threatning' Sympy; 
roms of evil appear, and the Clonds-are | 
gathering-thick and faſt © : So it s with - 


- him . who - is upright. Pſal..112.7, 8. He 
| ſhall. not be afraid of evil tidings ; his beart- 


is fixed, truſting in the. Lord : bis beort is. 
eſtabliſhed he ſhull not be afraid.* Whereas . | 
the want of this integrity, -or-fſome noto+ 
rious defe& in it, touching. the. Conſct, 
ence, and making it to- refle&t: upon the = 
man, will offer more inward moleſtation, . 


| and heart diſquietment, than./all the-out- 


ward troubles which: he can- encounter: 
withal, | | 
3; You wil meet with great: Temprati-: 
ons, which will offer to difcqurage you: 
at ſuch a-time.. What they arg hath been 
=, . before. 


| 


| 


[| 
1! 
[ 


| 
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| - before: taken notice of 3. and let Godly 


\Þ 


\ACCOURt:-. | 


_— 


of. th 


ones who have the root of the. matter mm 
them, beware of deſpiſing this warning, 
-or thinking themſelves out:of the reach of 
theſe Temptations, Godly men have a 
corrupt-pare remaining within them,which 
they do find work enough. to. ſuppreſs at 


' any time;and it will certainly take advan- 


tage. to urge hard, when K« hath motives 
from without to back it's ſuggeſtions with- 
all ; nor wilk all-your Confidence: ſecure 


"you againſt the aflaults of it, . but. it will 


too - hard for you, if you be not.very 
beadful to your felves. . You: have awſul 
inſtances of this to. give you warning. 
Peter for all his reſolution, and. repeated. 
purpoſes;: was: yet fearfully over + come 


[ when the. tryal- was: upon him. Matt6. 26: 


Barnabas \ was,drawn . into 'a_Scandalous 


diflimulation, - when. Peter had begun, 


Gal. 2. 12. You had need to be well pio- 


| vided, if. you will ſtem.the ſtream. of the 
| times, and.hold out againlt all thac would 


allursyou from your. fidelity. co. Chrift, 
when you may be called to part-. with e- 


| very-thing. elſe, though-never. ſo dear to 


you, if. you: will. preſerve : your integrity. 


. 


1mamaculats ;:. and: jor . your. help on this . 
So : | þ ww See by 


wv 
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1." Se to your hearts that_ they be 
right in all that you do in your profeſlion/ 
It God. mainly regards the btart,” it con- 
cerns*all that would approve themſelves 
to him, to do ſo too, It you can once 
vet them to be right, your main. buſineſs 
is.done, and till you haye mads this ſure, 
you cannot do any. thing, well. See th 
to your through Converſion; that indeed is 
not all that you have to do,bur ic is-the firſt 
thing, becauſe there can nothing be dohe 
right without ic. It is- impoſſible that an 
unconverted heart,ſhould bea lincere heart : 
in. Gods account.and acceptance z till you -_ 
have gotten. a new heart, you can never 


go, beyond formality in. any thing you - 


do ; and if you. would have ſuch an 


heart as this, you muſt go to God for it.: 


It is he alone who can give it to you, 
and you muſt ask it-of him, Ezek 36. 26. 
a new. heart will I give you You mult al- 
ſo call for your heart, every time 
that you ga about. any duty, and be fore 
to take it along with” you, if you would 
be cordial in it; it will be. away, if you . 


do not heedfully look after-it ;;and too 


often dath a Godly man perform this and 
that Service in formality, becauſe of his _ 
lnadvertency in this regard ; or becauſe. | 


x62 _ -The Peril of the 

he caſt is hare ego much, whlch af 
ten a5 he doth fo, deceiverh/ him '; how 
careful is David in this reſpe& ? Pt 

8. Awake my glory, awake. pſaittry and 
_ barp ; 1 my ſelf will awake early. _ - 


2. Set your ſelves ever iti the preſence : 

i. God, as. of one who ſeeth and hateth - 
Iypoctiſy; We ate indeed forbiddefi to | 
do. ee-ſervice to men, as of a:thing which 


proceeds from a falſe heart 3. but eye-fer- 


viee to God is evety where approved ;. 
an] there s nothing that cat be a more 


powerful and awfill confiderarfon on our 


minds, to fnake 113 afraid of Ting any 


| thing in hypocrify, thatr to-think of thoſe: 
. two things, and always carry the deep- 
impreſfion. of them-upon our hearts, viz. 


that God ſtands by, and looks on, and 
that he cannot abide diflimulation ; for 


he is our Law giver, and our Judge, who 
will callus to an . account, and he will 


judge righteous Judgment, and cannot be 
miſtaken in it. . Hence holy meh on 


Scripture Record, have always been wary | 
of this, when they were in. a right frame, 


| and tmade uſe of it-as a caution to -excite 
them to ſincerity ; thus did Fob, Chap. 


31:4 Detb. not he fee my ways, and count all 


— 


Mal. 577. 


ES Times- Difplaped. .—n- 
my fteps ; and David faith,Plal.16.8 I have 
ſet the Lord always before me.lt 1s thereſore 


-| the charaQer of. wicked men, that they _ 


think not of God, Pſal. xo. 4, God 4s not- 
in all his thoughts ; and they ſuppoſe him 


[to be-unconcerned about the: affairs of 
jthe children of men, and ſo not to be 
feared, ' Ezck. 8, 12. They ſay, the Lord 


| ſeeth . us not, the. Lord: hath. forſaken . the 
Earth. open: 
3; Maintain and ſtrengthen your /ove>. 


to God, and his ways. See that you have | 


this principle in you.; where this love is 
not, the belt that you do will be but for- 


| malicy ; and you had need. to be always - 
Jnouriſhing this principle. in. you, and get- 
- [ting of it- coroborated :_ you will . meet - 


with many things that will offer to damp. 
it, If you can but attain to do every 


[thing in true love to God, delighting in- 
| tris ways, and deſiring his glory above all. 


things, this will. be the beſt help:to do all 
things uprightly ; this will make you ſee - 
to.the macter, and manner, and principle. 


| and end, that all be. accommodated to E- 


yangelical direQions and deſigns; and ac-- 


- | cording to the ſtrength and;-aQivity of 


this love in you, ſuch will be the power..of 
"FO Gadlinels.. 


ſweetneſs with you, thar it had with Ds 
 - very acceptable eo. him. * wi 


the Father, and wich bis Son Feſus Chriſt ;| © 


, 
d — 


| - ,endeavour'to' be able to 


'- than-a thouſand ; and this will certainly 


4 
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'/ Godlineſs' appearing in your Jives. IP 


ma 
this 


-vid, . who could fay,. Pſal. 19, x0. More ro&* 


be deſired ' than gold,” than much refed gold Jo 


the Law of God' have that. yertue and 


 faveeter alſo than honey, and tbe honey comb |" 
" this'will cauſe you to' lay your ſelves our" 


to the utmoft for. him, and that will” bej*"' 


 4- Eabour-to experience Communion| - 
wich God in your ſerving of him; there|P* 


B a Communion whith Godly men have|'® 


with God in this life ;*he. could ſay, |< 
Fob. 1. 3. Truly our fellowſbip. is with' Ged| 


thisis it which a ſincere Chriſtian. hath| 6< 


an ainrat in all that he doth, and thete bl 


is nothing that can. content him wichout| P! 


- t:: Now (this Communion is to be had| © 


in the way of duty. -If yon can do duty lis 
contentedly without the enjoy ment of it, | '* 
& if chis be your conſtant guiſe, you: are th 
Hypocrites;. but.if you reſtleſly Teek it; | © 
dnd he affords ittyou; make much of it, on 
prize it above every thing in the world, | © 

ty of it as he,|* 
P/al $4; '1e. A day in thy Court «is better | Y 


ne? 


x s, \\ 


_ . Times Dilpiaped _-x6x 
7gput.you upon longing for more of it, and 
q[Make you to ſay, as Plal. 63. 1,2. My ſoul 
Da thirſteth for thee, to ſee thy power and thy 
; +ol£10ry, 85 1 have ſeen; and there is nothing 
,74|can carry out your hearts more intenſly - 
., Jafter the. expreſfling ſincerity-in yourger- - 
-;(vices, than the value you have for this,, 
beJand the freſh apprehenſion, of the delight 
[which you have found in it. | 
onl 5: Delſpiſe all the contempt and re- 
rel proach of carnal and formal men. You 
muſt expe to-meet with enough -of it 
_ x[ffrom- men of ſuch a ſpirit, if you will, go- 
3:4|2ne ſtep before them in the ways of 
'P Godlineſs'; and if you are ſo nice and. 
1th | delicate, as not to be able to bear the - 
ete blaſt of them, you will be put upon 1t ta-. 
zuel Play the Hypocrite many a time, and 
:aq| can by-no meatis avoid it: You muſt - 
1:y live among them, -and have ſome una- | 
:e | voidable converſation with . them 3 and 
ire | they cannot forbear:: you muſt therefore - 
:+. | endeavour to imitate your Lord Chriſt, 
:. jof whom it is ſaid, Heb. 12, 2. That be 
14 | endured the Groſs, and eopee the ſhame —_— 
&e | and remember what Chrilt hath warned 
tex | you on this account,Mark 8. 38,WWboſoever - 

| ſratt-be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in 


this 


= -_ Oo 


> 


© - rhrs *adulteroies "una: ſinfu 


the Holy Augets. © 


-*6 Seok to, and depend "upon Chriſt | 
"to preferve- you in your integrity ; and | 


there -is" befides the keeping of Grace 
- alive in you, -which js 'an -effe& of his 
power, the upholding of the lively ef- 
ficacy of it in exerdiſs to be ſought of 
bir ; elſe you-may fall under thofe de- 


cays, which will grievouſly wound you, | 


-.. and. bring forrow upon you $ this was | 
the Platmifts requeſt ' unto God - Pfal. | 


_"25."'21: Tet integrity and uprighrneſs-preſerve 
-me; and he acknowledgeth that he had 


a-gracious anfwer of 'this- prayer, Pal. | 


| ; 247; x2. as fty me, thou "upholdeſt 11910 tn 


+ . --mine integrity. -Be therefore -ever jealous | 
{* of-your- ſelves, ſenſible 'of your own | 
| infulficiency, and -renqunce truſt-in your | 
| _ own grace, and' let that keep you. in | 


"an humble dependance upon Chrilt. 
f -*7, Pray, to God to revive dying Re- 
4igion. Truly *you «cannot keep +up the 


Power -of GodlineFs in_ your Jelves with- | 
f out this; your -hearts' *carmot -bat be |: 
{  -affefted with the preſent ſtace of Chii- 
OT ER i Tp ſtianicyz; 


| of ag gene ati, of 'bim 
. alſo" ſhall the Sin of man ve aſhamed, when |: 
he ſpall come*in the glory of his' Father, with |! 


wed. 1673 
2d only who. can, - 
and he. can revive i.in the midft of 
the- day; +. and if you, either love the: - 
glory of God, or. ſeek the weal © 


| 4ion, you cannot be ſilent ;| fee for 


this, Iſa. 62.:1T, 6, 7. For Zions ſake, I 
Wi/l- not bold my peace, -&&c. ye that make 
mention of God keep not ſilence, and give 
bim no reſt till he eftabliſh, and till be 
make TFeruſalem -a. praiſe. in the earth ;- 
pray that he will; pazr out bis - ſpirit up- 
0 the dry places, and turn the - wilderneſs - 
into. @ fruitful fieid ; and thus. ſhall' you 


8. Keep upon your thoughts an- ex- _ : 
.peRation of 'the haftening account 'that 
you ſhall be called unto; If Ungodly 
Sinners, 'who-- pleaſe © themſelves with © 
their outſide pretences, did ' really be- 
lieve ,and meditate more upon- this, 


[how would it help .to awaken them? 


and if the Children of God would -be 
more converſant with, And realizing of 
this: day to © themſelves, it would” pur. 
'them upon the more ſolemn preparati- 
.on for it; and-if we Could be always 


prove -your ſelves to be Iſraelites indeed, |. 


+ 9 Rey A ee 


The Peetiof the-Exmes, &c. . 
helped to do every thing that we engage 
in, with fuch a refpet an@ caution, chat 
it wilt ſhortly be called oyerbetore Ah- 
- gels and men, and, that «not” -only | the 
- action it Rf; bur che: ſpirit with which 
. it was done, how would it be a continual 
. guard againſt empty formality, and” put 
> -us upon | endeavours "to expreſs the 
power of Godlinefs in all things; and 
it would make us to*'an{wer every temp- 
tation” that 'wonld draw us away -from 
our fincerity, with his refletion,; Job. 37. 
1.4. What then ſhall 1' do, when God riſeth 
ap ? and when he Viſteth;, what ſhall. 1 an 
fwer bim£ -_ -. 4 6 
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